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GENERAL PREFACE

There are numerous historic and cultural cities and towns on the vast territory of this Divine Land; they are the cultural
crystallization of the long history of the Chinese Nation. Since 1982 the State has nominated 101 historic and cultural cities in
successive 4 groups, and in 2003 it again nominated 10 historic cultural town for the first time; now a great number of towns are
enthusiastically applying for the nomination, which explains that the State has raise the protection of historic towns to a new high,
and also reflects that people have got a common view on protecting heritages. Just as famous cities, famous historic towns are
also provided with relatively high cultural, scientific and artistic value, and carry the excellent tradition of varied regions and
nationalities. Quite a few famous towns have fortunately preserved much more cultural remains with distinctive special features,
which are indeed precious. Our country has a vast territory and a great many cities and towns, and the protection and rational
development of historic and cultural towns are well under way without signs of decline. The aim of our editing and publishing of
this Series Picture Albums of China's Famous Historic and Cultural Towns is that we would like, through introducing the historical
and cultural essence of these famous towns and protecting the efforts made for carrying forward traditional culture, to intensify

the strength of the billows and waves in protecting the famous towns.

Ruan Yisan
Member of National Experts Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame

Head of National Research Centre of Historical Cities







Contents

LB~ 12 Heritage of the Ancient Town
BHZ % 60 Alandof a Multitude of Bridges

R IEME#FE 74 Scenery Wins the Mark
E&%ZN 84  Celebrities of Zhenze

BEXH 90 Folk Custom Culture

R B4 7= 100 Special Local Products and Flavors

WIS 116 Tourist Service

Grain bin

Dou Fuhuo




YRR

7 TYLI A R e i, S5 Wie
BMERL, WA CRkBRE” o K
KWMR4 “EEE” , W% “EBI7 .
7 RE B DX KT A e AR B
. MR, ULl RE B AE UL AT A
. BRRTZTHE (7T4146) , Tk
BRI, R MAE IR, B
R EEW 277X, B H 255
Bk smndy. ek, £
2R G R IEEREFEH m o, BohIk
EiERELLTZ .

ALK 2 FEE, KRR,
EHKE, FOEREKE, I UE % U2 AL
R . BkIE B RIL A PR B LI, 1Y
BN, JEEHMN, RELWE, FEKE
M, KEE, PSR, 2EENLE
SR . W B BRI N TR, KN E,
B DX WS VAT R AE B AR AL 7 P A R A R

R DL &2 SCE . SOtk BB
%, MELEEETZ L LY EAEETE
J5 B AR T o AH R AR BB E K RS
Fe . PEACTE ARG . Bl S A H 4K
SRR AR S R B . T E A MR
EMESFERE =T "%, LT
2o NBIN TN A2 L, 54T

M. &4 MNEREAR =D TE. B
K. s, AR RREME RS, G
RRELFR T, ERFELZEZEZREY
w, REO TS A A,
PR, E RN KL,
W E R G e LA s, RS RSB
Eo. EF%.

EEEANLE N T AAZ, FE LR
WEFEAINKNEN: RS, CH
ST R =il o S 1 1 O S/ 2
. HSEEE . RENE. WEs. &
WA E KPR AL, AR
A4k, T L TRE RN GR AT 58 G IR B 4 R
JES R 4T T 4 X

201 ZA30FEAR, FEHRH S ERKE
WAEFZESMNELSHE, 51 (LK
GoY X—Ha¥EE. MEHBE,
WEEM “ ML . “HmeEA”
BB HES) T P E RN AR, BES
NS FEBRE K RE, AR
YL 7548 J 5 D

WEAE R, R B N i X R
PR, MIFRHERENX, Bz
WA, AR SR BE. S I B A AR
iR, WS A A R 1 4N e 3



Famous Town of Zhenze

Located in the southwestern part of Wujiang City, Jiangsu
province, adjacent to Zhejiang Province, and known as
“Head of Wu and Tail of Yue,” it was named “Zhenze” and
“Zhenchuan” as well for its being on the verge of Taihu
Lake. In the region of Zhenze, a large quantity of pottery,
potter slices of the Stone Age were once excavated, which
means well that the forefathers had already lived and
multiplied. In the 29" year of Kaiyuan of the Tang Dynasty
(741), a courier station was set hereby. In the early years of
Shaoxing of the Song Dynasty, a town was established
thereat. In the Ming Dynasty, it turned to be a vital locality
for the Huzhou silk production. The Jili silk of Zhenchuang
cast its prestige over a long distance to the silk markets in
Nanjing, Shanghai and Hangzhou. Originated for the reason
of'silk, the growth of the raw silk trade rendered Zhenze ever
more prosperous, which became one of the famous silk
markets in the early modern times in China.
Seated in the region of rivers and lakes, Zhenze has Beima
Lakelet in the east, Chang Lakelet in the North, and Xujia
Lakelet, where the rivers, ponds and ports are closely dotted
as a spider web. Di Pond extends across the town from the
northeast to the southwest, connected to Huzhou in the west,
accessible to Suzhou in the north, leading to Shanghai in the
east, reachable to Jiaxing in the south. Abundant in water,
conducive to shipment, it is deemed as the parent river of
Zhenze. On the two banks of the river, the general public live
and commerce at the waterside. And the seat of the town
extends along the river in form of a belt pattern from
northeast to southwest.
Zhenze has long been famous for its established tradition of
respecting the literacy and accentuating the education, and
its thriving culture. Throughout its history, there have been a
good number of prestigious scholars resided or traveled in
Zhenze.It is believed that in the period of the Spring and
Autumn, Grand Master Fan Li of the Yue State, such poets of
the Tang Dynasty as Zhang Zhihe, Lu Guimeng and Pi Rixiu
resided and toured this town. From the 4" year of Shaoxing
of the Southern Song Dynasty to the 32" year of Guangxu of
the Qing Dynasty, Zhenze engendered 33 juren (a successful
candidate in the imperial examination at the provincial
level) and 15 jinshi(a successful candidate in the highest
imperial examinations) and other talents generation after
generation, who had a leading positions in quite a few areas.
The most famous include the Three Worthy Scholars in the
Song DynastyWang Ping, Chen Changfang, and Yang
Bangbi; Wu Xiu the Deputy (Anchashi) Discipline Inspector

in the Ming Dynasty; Wang Xichan an astronomer in the
Qing Dynasty; Yang Chengzhong a famous educationist in
the early modern times; Shi Zejing the creator the Red Cross
of China; Shi Zhaozeng a famous financier; Shi Zhaoji a
famous diplomat; Yang Jiachi Academician of Chinese
Academy of Sciences; and Chai Zhengren and Wang Fang et
al the artists of the Kun Opera.

A large number of historical sites are found and seen in the
town of Zhenze. Eight grand Sights of Zhenze are recorded
in the town gazetteer, i.c., the sunset view of Ciyun, flying
pavilion and sail, ancient Shangri-la, outlooking from
rainbow bridge, nostalgic thoughts at Zhangdun, bell sound
from Puji, villa at Kang Mansion, Fan Li Platform. Within
the boundary of the town, there is one unit of cultural relic
protection at the national level, four units of cultural relic
protection at the provincial level, and seventeen units of
cultural relic protection at the national level, as well the
well-preserved Baota (Pagoda) Street and the ancient block
of Diding Street.

In the 1930s, Mr. Fei Xiaotong the famous sociologist had a
social fact-finding trip at Village Kaixiangong and wrote the
sociologic magnum opus of Jiangcun Economy. After the
start of the opening and reform policy, the theories of Mr. Fei
Xiaotong such as “ Rural Enterprises” and “ Southern
Jiangsu Model” functioned a lot to drive forward the
reformation of the Chinese rural area. The enterprise
economy of Zhenze Town got developed by a big margin and
Zhenze has now ranked as a key center town of Jiangsu
province.

In recent years, Zhenze Town has attached adequate
attention to the protection and utilization of the area of the
ancient town and opened a new territory for the town. As a
result, the antiquity and the modernity, culture and economy,
civilization and vogue are mixed to the extent of a splendid
chapter of harmonious development.

[# ] Legend

UM PR AL b A A XA

At dituralelic and Non-material cultural heritage
[E % ¢ Provincial level

W 4 % Provincial level

i (EL) 2% Atthe municipal (county ) level









KL N 28 Riverside households

L 0) !









T

Baota Street
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Once called East Street, it is one of the busiest
streets of Zhenze Town, 386m long and in parallel
with Ditang River. It is divided into two lanes,
whereof the east is Ren'an Alley and the west is
Renli Alley, with Sanguantang Alleyway as the
demarcation line. In the street, the marketplaces
are close to each other and the shops are well
arranged. It is a special appeal to view the ancient
pagoda at the east end beyond multiple archways.
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