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Section A Reading Activities

Text A Space Effort

(1)1It is expected that the discovery of possible life-forms from the planet Mars will revive
public interest in space exploration. But is public support for the international space effort
necessary , given that politicians seem determined to press ahead with it anyway?

(2)The race to the moon, which was won by the Americans in 1969, was driven almost
entirely by politics. The rivalry between the U. S. and the former Soviet Union meant that the
two countries were determined to be the first to put a man on the moon. President John F.
Kennedy promised that America would win this race and, as one of the most popular presidents
in American history,he inspired a nation to think of space exploration as the ultimate test of
America’s superiority over her Soviet enemy.

(3) America’s success as the first nation to reach the moon, coupled with continuing Cold
War rivalry, created much public support for the space programme and Washington was able to
fund many more missions. During the 1970s, the moon was visited again, unmanned missions
were sent to Mars and, for the first time, man-made craft were put on paths that would take
them out of the solar system.

(4) But, by the 1980s, public support for space exploration was declining. It faded almost
entirely after the Challenger space shuttle disaster of 1986 ,and the U. S. government was under
pressure to scale back its space programme. Politicians reacted by demanding cuts in spending,
which put the future of many space missions in doubt.

(5)In Russia, funding was also a problem. The end of the Soviet Union meant the country
could no longer afford to sustain its space programme. In fact, spending became so tight that
there was often not enough money to bring home astronauts working on the country’s Mir space
station,

(6) But, in the last few years, politicians seem to have changed their attitude to space

exploration , even though there is little evidence that the public have. New missions to Mars are
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planned, and plenty of money is being spent on other extraterrestrial activities. Last year, for
instance ,the U. S. spent more on space research and development than on any other area of
research , except health and the military.

(7) And spending is likely to increase in the coming years: currently, the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration( NASA ) is planning a number of missions to Mars ,and it
is pressing ahead with the most expensive space-exploration project ever undertaken—the
International Space Station. ( Three years ago, this project — a collaboration between the
U. S. ,Canada, Russia, Europe and Japan — came within one vote of being canceled by the
American House of Representatives. )

(8) And the Americans are not the only ones spending huge sums on space exploration.
The Europeans,Canadians and Japanese are expected to spend 9 billion on their share of the
space station,and Europe has already spent huge sums developing its Ariane rockets ,the most
recent of which — Ariane 5 — blew up shortly after it was launched. The Russians,too,claim
they are committed to supporting the International Space Station — an expense that country
seems 1l is able to afford.

(9) So,if there is little public support for space exploration,where does the impetus to
fund these activities come from? Promoting the cause of science is one possible answer. But
recently there has been considerable controversy over whether projects like the International
Space Station have enough scientific value to merit the billions that have been and will be spent
on it.

(10) NASA’s reasons for building the space station are“to develop new materials| and ]
technologies that will have immediate , practical applications”. However, for such research to be
worthwhile, NASA needs private companies to develop ( and help pay for) extraterrestrial
research. Unfortunately, the cost of sending anything into orbit is so high that most private
companies favour improving techniques on Earth. Significantly, NASA has so far not managed
to get any substantial private investment to manufacture products in space.

(11) The result is that the station seems, at present,to have only one concrete objective ;
research into how people can live and work safely and efficiently in space. But how important is
this research? And can it possibly justify the cost of this huge orbiting laboratory?

(12) The only purpose of studying how humans live and work in space would be to
prepare for long-term space missions. At present,none are planned,and this seems unlikely to
change in the near future. The main reasons for this are the costs. A manned mission to our
nearest planetary neighbour Mars, for example , would cost around 400 billion. This is 50 billion
more than Russia’s present Gross Domestic Product( GDP).

(13) And even if one accepts that this research is important, can it justify building a
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space station the size of 14 tennis courts,at a cost which is eventually expected to exceed 100
billion? Given the shortage of funds in many other areas of scientific research, it would
seem not.

(14) So why they build it? There are good political reasons for doing so. It will provide
work for the thousands of unemployed defence workers who depended on the Cold War for their
jobs ,and who make up a substantial proportion of voters in both Russia and the U. S. It will
also help keep American/Russian ties strong — another reason NASA believes the space
station is a good investment. ( Critics argue that there are far cheaper ways to keep the U. S.
and Russia on good terms. )

(15) And then there is the legacy of the Cold War. The Berlin Wall may have fallen , but
NASA and the U. S. government still seem to believe in the ideal of one nation’s superiority in
space. Indeed ,NASA describes the space station as“a powerful symbol of U. S. leadership”.

(16) Tt seems that the world’s politicians are caught in a time warp. They still believe , as
they did in the 1960s, that man must conquer space in order to prove he is master of his

surroundings. If only it weren’t so expensive.

(1,002 words)

rivalry[ 'rarvelri] n. active competition between people 7455 ; X7

superiority[ sju(:)pieri'oriti]n. state of being superior f{#E (1) ,{L#

unmanned [ An'meend ] a. not manned ;operated automatically or without a crew JG
A TR, A B

craft[ kra:ft ] n. 1. (pl. unchanged ) a boat, ship, aircraft, etc. /M i ;
AL AT A

2. skill and care in doing or making sth. T.75;F2

3. a trade or profession requiring skill and care ( 75 245
TP ZE) A7l Bl

4. Wit T

decline [ di'klain ] vi. become smaller, weaker, fewer, etc. ; diminish T [&; 3
55 5 )b
. gradual and continuous loss of strength , power, numbers,
etc. ;declining | & ; 3255 ; 58/
shuttle[ '[Atl] n. i KK AML
v. go from one place to another ZEMR IR

scale[ skeil ] n. relative size ,extent, etc. ;relation between the actual size
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ot

extraterrestrial [ .ekstrota'restrial ] a.

military[ 'militeri ] a.

n.

aeronautics| ,gara'na:tiks | n.

space exploration n.

collaboration[ ka,leeba'reifon ] n.
cancel | 'keensal ] vt.
representative[ ,repri'zentativ]n.
sum[ SAM ] n.
rocket[ ‘rokit | n.

L.
impetus| 'impites | n.

considerable[ kan'sidarabl ] a.

controversy| 'kontrava:si]n.

merit[ 'merit | n.

ot

immediate[ i'mi:djet ] a.

worthwhile[ 'wa:8'(h)wail ] a.

of sth. and the map, diagram, etc. which represents it ¥,
BB T L
draw or make( sth. ) bigger or smaller by using a scale &%
LEAG 3 0 B 40

happening, existing or coming from somewhere beyond
Earth ik (BCH RS SN s 77 B BRES s 5 B9
of or for soldiers or an army ZEE5 i)
the soldiers or the army ;the armed forces Z& A ; ZE A ; I
£ TN
the scientific study or practice of constructing and flying
aircraft fj 25 2%
HNZ 2 EHRR
working together with sb. ,esp. to create or produce sth.
Ak, oMk

order (sth. ) to be stopped ; make ( sth. ) no longer valid
HUH ; R bR

person chosen or appointed to represent another or others;
person elected to represent others in a legislative body £{;
2 WU 5 (R ED) ARG s MR
amount of money 4% ; ZXIN
KA

move very fast;rise quickly and suddenly 7% & B i3F;
K
a force that encourages a process to develop more quickly
HESIT R
great in amount or size FH %’[%E‘J ;7FH %’[j{lﬁ‘]
fierce argument or disagreement about sth. ,esp. one that
is carried on in public over a long period {8 ; S+ 1Y
quality of deserving praise or reward ; worth; excellence
KA HME PR
be worthy of ;deserve i 315, N 3% ;{HTS
happening or done at once ; existing at the present time;
direct 5T B, BRZIA s HRTRY s 48R0
worth doing; worth the trouble taken {15 fif i) ; (515 4E
BRI E] OFF 1) 1)
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orbit[ 'o:bit | n.

.

substantial [ seb'steen[al] a.

long-term[ lonta:m ] a.

manned| 'meend ] a.

planetary|[ 'pleenttri ] a.
£ross [ greus] a.
exceed|[ ik'si:d]ut.
shortage[ '[o:tid3 ] n.

proportion[ pra'pa:fan]n.

voter[ vauta ] n.

time warp n.

Unit One

a path followed by an object, eg. a spacecraft, round a
planet, star, etc. [ K ] #iE

move in orbit round sth. i Z¢( RIKK) ) BB T

large in amount; considerable K & B, W] W A4, #H 24
ZH

of or for a long period of time )

(usu. of a spacecraft) with people on board

BRI AR

TRK

total ; whole 5L/ ; B

be greater or more numerous than i

lack of sth. needed; deficiency Hi/I> ; AN J& ; 4G5 Bt
comparative part or share of a whole ;relation of one thing
to another in quantity, size, etc. ; ratio & 43; #i7 JL; b
B, .

person who votes or has the right to vote,esp. in a political
election BERA W2 N A BER () BUE

(in science fiction) a situation in which people or things

from one point in time are moved to or trapped in another

point in time (BHLIFE it ) TRV A7 ( BRI T 45)

press ahead( with sth. )

coupled with
scale back

put sth. in doubt
blow up

Gross Domestic Product( GDP)

be on good terms

be caught in

continue doing a task or pursuing an aim despite
difficulties , objections , etc. ( A~ FF XE s ) Bk 2L HEAT
together with &-.-+-- — it ; A

reduce in size 8 HL A48 U, AH W 48 5

make sth. uncertain {# F-E 4 AT E

explode ; be destroyed by an explosion B4 ; 1 5%

the annual total value of goods produced, and services
provided ,in a country [E N4 7= BE

have a good relationship 3% R ¥

be involved in [ A, & A

I . Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the forms where necessary.
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cancel collaboration concrete immediate
impetus military orbit rocket
1. For health reasons the president has decided to his planned visit to Italy.
2. John Glenn, the first U. S. astronaut to the Earth in 1962, was 77 years old
when he returned to space in 1998.
3. This book is the product of several years of between two leading universities.
4. Anger can be a positive force if it provides an for change.
5. She’s the only person in her family who has a college education, although two

of her cousins also have degrees.

6. There are many theories about where natural satellites came from,but manmade satellites
are launched into space by

7. 1 don’t have any plans for the weekend—TI was thinking of spending some time
with my family or perhaps getting together with some friends.

8. According to the U. S. Constitution, the president and Congress share power over

affairs ; the president commands the armed forces, but only Congress can

declare war.

Il . Rewrite the sentences below so that they use the words given in parentheses but keep

their original meaning. Be sure to make any other necessary changes as well.

—_—

. The Challenger exploded 73 seconds after it was launched. ( blow)

[\

. His untidy appearance, plus the fact that he arrived late for the interview ,made a very bad

impression. ( couple)

|98

. The exploration team included scientists ,technical assistants and two journalists. ( make)

N

. The recession has led many companies to reduce their spending on advertising. (scale)

5. Having friendly relations with your teachers makes student life much more pleasant and
rewarding. (terms)

6. Despite strong opposition from environmental-protection groups, the Brazilian government
has persisted in its efforts to exploit rain forest resources. ( press)

7. If a key member of the team collapses from exhaustion, it will make the entire project

uncertain. ( doubt)
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Il. Use the words in the box below—and your imagination! —to briefly answer the
questions below. Your answers can be more than one sentence and you don’t have to
use all the words, but make sure you include at least one of the words in each

sentence you write.

cancel collaboration concrete controversy craft
gross immediate impetus launch military
orbit rivalry rocket shuttle ultimate

1. What do you consider the best reason to continue space exploration and research?

2. If you were a politician who had to decide how to spend a billion dollars,would you choose
to spend it on space exploration? Why or why not?

3. You've been invited to join a space exploration mission as an observer. Where would you
like to go and what would you like to do?

IV. The prefix extra- is used to form adjectives with the meaning*“ outside or beyond the
thing indicated by the root word”.

extraterrestrial extracurricular extramarital extraordinary extrasensory

Make sure you know how these words are formed and what they mean. Then translate

the following expressions into Chinese.

1. extracurricular activities including soccer, painting and poetry reading

2. conduct research into extrasensory perception

3. have doubts about the existence of extraterrestrial beings

4. a man with extraordinary courage and confidence

5. have an extramarital affair with his wife’s friend

V. The suffix -ent can be added to some verbs to form nouns that mean“a person or
thing that does sth. ”Here are a few examples; the two marked with an asterisk are

new syllabus words for you to learn.

‘ correspondent president resident student precedent solvent ‘

Complete the following sentences with the correct forms of the words given above.

1. Today’s enjoy a more rewarding campus life than those of the past.

2. All the of the building are complaining about the noise from your apartment
late at night.

3. Benzene( 2K )is a that can be used to remove stains.

4. If T excused you from writing this paper, it would set a bad : everyone would
feel entitled to ignore the course requirements.

5. A junior from the Department of Economics was elected of the Student Union.
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6. The newspaper’s in Paris has just sent in a report on the latest developments in
the peace talks.
VI. Translate the following into Chinese.

The race to the moon, which was won by the Americans in 1969, was driven almost
entirely by politics. The rivalry between the U. S. and the former Soviet Union meant that the
two countries were determined to be the first to put a man on the moon. President John F.
Kennedy promised that America would win this race and, as one of the most popular presidents
in American history,he inspired a nation to think of space exploration as the ultimate test of
America’s superiority over her Soviet enemy.

America’s success as the first nation to reach the moon, coupled with continuing Cold War
rivalry , created much public support for the space programme and Washington was able to fund
many more missions. During the 1970s, the moon was visited again, unmanned missions were
sent to Mars and , for the first time ,man-made craft were put on paths that would take them out
of the solar system.

VII. Translate the following sentences into English.

L SR EZM S TR RS AR , XK AT RIZ LK, KA H B 2 — R R R =
AT SRR

2. TRV IR, 5 R P ETESNE 2SR IT 2 & ST A T KRBT S

3. BEERTHIBBUNEAARA S IR E SRR TR TRREFI,

4. RE“ R SHRHIIBNG R R P02 8T, 2 BIREL RS, I BRI
I, B {22 4 A il DA ARAEE

5. &5 R ILEBA T LSRR I KR _ By, (HOF AR AR = [ B B B A B
FHr{E.

6. Hbr=z R e BRI RERRIE , A A NTERSSHEEDH .

7. EARBHERLE 50 £A0R, FEM KRR N CWE L BASIELZFUH TR,
I HEATHT SR IE L

8. ARV AR 2T ALK, HRE E AN A B ER—F,

Text B Law and Order

Pre-discussion
1. As far as you are concerned ,what does it mean to obey the law?
2. What helped to shape people’s view of law historically and culturally?
3. What might happen if there were no law in one society?
(1) What does it mean to obey the law? That depends on where you are. Different

cultures have very different views of obeying the law. In some cultures,law-abiding citizens try
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