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Notes from the Editor

China conducted its 5th national population census, the first population census since China adopted the social-
ist market economic system, with O hour of November 1, 2000 as the reference time for the census. Thanks to the
strong leadership of governments at all levels, the full support and cooperation from people of all nationalities, and
the efforts and dedicated work of 10 million census workers, the census was successful in producing rich information
on the population. Data collected from the census and processed by the national statistical informatics system are
compiled and published to meet the needs of the society.

Following explanations are given to facilitate the use of this publication.

1) The 2000 population census covered all persons who hold the nationality of, and have permanent residing
place in the People’s Republic of China. During the census, each person was enumerated in his/her permanent re-
siding place.

The following persons should be enumerated in their permanent residing place ;

a) those who reside in the townships, towns and street communities and have their permanent household regis-
tration there,

b) those who have resided in the townships, towns and street communities for more than 6 months but the
places of their permanent household registration are elsewhere.

c) those who have resided in the townships, towns and street communities for less than 6 months but have
been away from the place of their permanent household registration for more than 6 months.

d) those who live in the townships, towns and street communities during the population census while the
places of their household registration have not yet settled.

e) those who used to live in the townships, towns and street communities but are working or studying abroad
during the census and have no permanent household registration for the time being.

2) Two types of questionnaires (long form and short form) were used for the 2000 population census. The
short form contains items that reflect the basic situation of the population, while the long form include all short —
form items plus other items such as migration, education, economic activities, marriage and family, fertility, hous-
ing, etc.. According to the Statute for the Fifth National Population Census and the Procedures for the Selection of
Samples for the Long Forms, households selected by a random sampling programme completed the long forms, and
the rest of the households completed the short forms.

3) This publication consists of 3 parts. The first part, including 71 tabulations in 8 volumes, contains data
from all households (i.e. common items in both long and short forms) that reflects the basic situation of popula-
tion. The second part, including 96 tabulations in 8 volumes, contains data from the long forms which present vari-

ous detailed compositions of the population. Relevant regulations and technical documents concerning the census

are provided as annexes in the third part.
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4) Results in this publication are based on the processing of data directly from enumeration without any adjust-
ment. It is therefore worthwhile to notice the following:

a)Data in the publication do not include population not enumerated in the census.

_ b)Data in the publication do not include the 2.5 million servicemen of the People’s Liberation Army.

¢ ) Total population as shown in this publication is 1,242. 61 million, or 23. 22 million less than the population
figure of 1,265.83 million (including 2.5 million servicemen) released earlier by the National Bureau of Statistics,
which was based on the advance tabulation.

d) The post-enumeration sample survey indicates an undercount of 1.81% in the census enumeration.

e) The sampling ratio for the long forms = total population in the long forms/total population calculated by
computer processing = 9.50%.

f) The sampling ratio for various compositions of the population may not be the same, as household is used as
the ultimate sampling unit.

Users should pay attention to the above-mentioned factors when using information in the publication, and in
particular, is estimating the population from the sample results.

5) Regulation on the Classification of Urban/Rural Residence for Statistical Purpose ( Provisional) prepared
by the National Bureau of Statistics is used in urban/rural classification of the population in this census.

"

6) Empty cells in tables in this publication indicate that no data are available, and "---" indicates that the
value is so small that it could be neglected.

7) Annexes are attached to facilitate proper use of information, including major figures of the servicemen ,com-
muniques of Major Figures of the 2000 Population census, the Statute for the Fifth National Population Census, the
Explanation on Filling the Census Questionnaire, the Procedures for the Selection of Samples for the Long Forms,

the Regulation on the Classification of Urban/Rural Residence for Statistical Purpose ( Provisional), the census

questionnaire, etc.

Editor
July 2002
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