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Essays written in Yong Study

Zhou Wenyong

The dwellings in Jiangnan (regions south of the Yangtze River) seem as an endless
reproduction of lanes: alleyway connects with alleyway; alley along water channels links with
alley along water channels, and small bridge unites with small bridge - they are all components
of the ancient villages, towns and cities in Jiangnan. The small bridges ties the dwellers on both
banks while the alleys along water channels are the blood vessel, through which, the running
water as the blood flows throughout every family. That’s the reason why dwellings in Jiangnan
are full of vitality! And, it is in deep lanes that the glorious history of the ancient villages, towns

and cities as well as the vicissitudes of every family are recorded...

However, the lanes are fading away from our sight and getting more unfamiliar to modern
people. Those living in tall buildings are unaware of the fact that the lanes were once the soul
of this old city. The lanes cannot laugh at what happened in the past or occurs now, but can
witness people coming and going. They keep to the history in silence; they are both intimate and
mysterious, resembling wind, rain or light smoke. Just like the human meridians in traditional
Chinese medicine, though you cannot see or feel them, they do exist. Lanes, exactly as a space,
are actually the meridians of the old city, relying on the soul - meridians disappear when the
soul leaves. The experience and rules concluded from the research and exploration in various
fields by Chinese ancestors are surprisingly alike, that is, something you cannot see or feel may
really exist. Viewing the world from the perspective of universe, all the imaginations of human
being may be true. Human’s brain is also a product of universe, and “exploration” is the instinct
of human being. What else will the wise Chinese nation find out in this universe? Lanes have
recorded a history of Chinese nation. Though they have bowed out from our life, we cherish
them and miss them, and yearn to listen attentively to the stories of common people in past

years.

The time when fragrant wine is never afraid of deep lane has vanished. The modern life
changes people’s living habits and patterns kept for thousands of years completely. All is
changing. It is a pity that there is no longer any lane to promote and witness some good wine

now.



10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

Contents

Essays written in Yong Study / Zhou Wenyong

Happiness in the Sunshine

Satisfaction in Bargaining
Rotating Fengshui Wheel
Cattle Have Straws and Ducks Eat Grains
i »
Genuineness of Folk Artists
Environmental Protection Is More Important than Survival

Time Flies and Never Comes Back

Trace the Root and Enhance the Glory of Ancestors

Marriage Is a Big Event in One’s Life

An Inch of Gold Can Not Buy an Inch of Time

Wonderful Life of Painting and Calligraphy

Nothing of Common People Is a Small Affair;
Ask Government for Help When in Trouble

Hermits in Lanes

28

30

32

34

36

38

40

42

44

46

48

Great Truth in Small Story

Flowers Blooming Inside the Wall Drifting

Fragrance Outside

The Relationship between Gentlemen Is
Seemingly Plain but Sincere

Beautiful Melody Cannot Be Sung Freely

Those Powerful Act Randomly

May Your Fortune Be as Boundless as the
East Sea and May You Live a Long and Happy Life!

“Zhuang Zhou Dreams to Be a Butterfly” &
“Have Great Ambitions for Children”

Share Weal and Woe and Show

True Love in Difficulties

The Sounds of Grind Knives and
Scissors Are Pleasing to Ears!

Local Conditions and Customs Are the Top Beauty

Fruits Comes from Sweats



50

52

54

56

58

60

62

64

66

68

70

72

74

Shijing Is an Earthly Paradise

Harmonious Life

Eternal and Earnest Love and Feelings

The Ducks Know First When the River Gets Warmer in Spring

Son of Town of Rivers and Lakes

Finds His Dreams in Alleys along Water Channels

What Happened in the Past and Occurs
Now Have Become Topics of Casual Talks

Gentle Breeze Blows

Only Ordinary Life Is Real;
and Only Simple Joy Is the True Happiness

Small Stage for Operas and Large Stage for Life

To Be a Scholar Is to Be the Top of Society

Every Grain Is Result of Farmers’ Hard Work

Best Bound Feet & Miss XX

Innocence Is A Virtue for Women

76

78

80

82

84

86

88

90

92

94

96

98

100

To See a World in a Flower

Fishman in Wonderland

Friends, Welcome!

Sunshine, Rain and Dew Shape the

Life of Generations of People

Recall the Past and Look Forward to the Future

The Tao That Can Be Told Is Not the Eternal Tao

Inside and Outside of the Circle, A Distance Away

Drinking the Nu Er Hong Kept for
Many Years, I’'m Drunk from Heart

Still Waters Run Deep

Sunshine Is Bright; and More
Descendants Bring Greater Happiness

About Lust

Family Love and Neighborhood

Back to Tang Dynasty in the Dream



102

104

106

108

110

112

114

116

118

120

122

124

126

Greatly Changed Painting and Calligraphy

Fallen Leaves Return to the Roots

Ship Docks According to the Directions of Helmsman

An Old Man’s Sayings Are Seldom Untrue

Sweetheart, When Will You Come Back?

About Dream

Selection Criteria for Officials

Music Resonates with Your Soul

Fragrant Autumn Fruits outside Walls 118

The Subordinate Can Always Find a
Way to Cope with the Policies from the Superior

We Should Not Forget the Well-diggers
When Drinking from this Well

Miss the Days That Have Gone Away

Do One’s Own Job Well in a World Full of Strange News

128

130

132

134

136

138

140

142

144

146

148

150

152

154

Extremely Guilty Wu Song

Stay in My Hometown

About Crab

Suzhou and Hangzhou, the Paradise on the Earth

Bright Future of Emigrants

A Clear Heart

Drunkard

The Fallen Blooms Add to My Growing Gloom

When We Are Old, We Talks about the Past

Go East? Go West? It Depends on Me

I Have Wasted My Life. How Pathetic!

About Beauties

My Homeland Is My Mother

Happy Reunion



156

158

160

162

164

166

168

170

172

174

176

178

180

The Hard Work of Someone Is Not as
Useful as a Single Word of Some Other Persons

Laughter of the Azure Wave

Go Forward by Groping

Travel Much and Read Much

Go Upstairs or Carry Bricks Downstairs

About Social Network

Fragrance of Biluochun Spreading around the World

Tang Yin

Hard Work Is Not Equal to Wealth

Sing the Songs from Wu, Row the Boat with a Sigh

Poor Person among the Rich and Rich
Person among the Poor

Heavy White Snow

To Light up Other People

182

184

186

188

190

192

194

196

198

200

Follow the Rule and Conform to Nature
Unnecessary to Open the Space in the Air

A Wise Goose Never Lays a Tame Egg

About Drugs

To Weaken All Feudal Ideas

Though Flowers Fall, Their Sweet Scent Is Floating in the
Whole City

Silent Flower Is Worried for Human

To Know Less

Convince the Public with Morality; Educate
Children with Actions

Dreaming the Misty Water Road of Jiangnan



Plate




Happiness in the Sunshine

Nothing more than “simple life” can make a day the happiest in the world: basking in the winter sunshine, checking the product of
the labors of the day around nightfall and then sleeping comfortably until dawn. All common people are looking for happiness without
notice the fact that happiness is around. One often fails to appreciate what happiness really means. In fact, happiness is simple. The
endless or lifelong pursuit of “happiness” often cannot bring happiness but only wastes a lifetime. The fashionable “happiness index”
prevails in these days, which calculates “happiness” as if it is a kind of stock, an obvious misunderstanding of “happiness”. Happiness
does not necessarily depend on money and material gains. As some people say, the more money and assets, the more troubles. Many
people deviate from happiness, or go far and far away from happiness for the sake of money, or even in the company of pain and sorrow
only at last. For example, the “carpenter emperor” of Ming Dynasty, who did not want to be an emperor from beginning to end, simply
ignored the affairs of the state. In his opinion, happy life was to be a carpenter. Hence, he worked as a carpenter in the palace for decades.
Though he did a bad job as an emperor, he lived a real life. To him, being an emperor was painful while being a carpenter was a kind of

happiness. In terms of happiness, there is no rank or index. All people, rich or poor, with noble birth or of lower rank, can find their own

happiness definitely.
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Satisfaction in Bargaining

As the old saying, “Suzhou people always cut the offered price by half” indicates the assertiveness of Suzhou
people in bargaining. This is only a description of the situation in the past, though it reflects the personality traits of
Suzhou’s ordinary citizens well -- they were oversensitive (thinking that the offered priced is too high), economical
(stingy, hoping get small gains), and shrewd (delicate and careful; demanding perfectness when buying food as if
they were purchasing artware). The mood of the day was greatly related to this bargain. They would be upset all day
if losing in the bargaining or joyful if gaining something. They were exactly petty citizens, being satisfied and happy
in the bargaining. This also reflected an important aspect in the society of those days, insufficient “sincerity”. But 1
believe that none of the food with half-cut price was toxic or fake. As the society progresses and science and technology
develop, though the goods are sold in supermarkets and are controlled and priced in a unified manner, leaving no room
for bargaining but with risks of poisonous and fake products. We need upgrade and transformation, but need to hold fast
to the morality as a man even more! The resentment and depression from the ancient lanes are vague while also clear,

arousing complex feelings in our heart.
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Rotating Fengshui Wheel

I do not know how to translate fengshui in English. This is a word with profound implication, bearing
unique view of life and universe peculiar to Chinese nation. Fengshui was once criticized as superstition. It is
not actually. I can illustrate the scientific nature of fengshui by an example: Point the area between the eyebrows
with your finger, and you will sense your head swollen and sour after two seconds; and you will return to normal
condition if keep fingers away. This is fengshui. That is because when facing a sharp object, people will sense
danger, though the object remains silent. The Dharma-cakra in Tibetan Buddhism, with the hope of good luck in
afterlife, relates to the movement of celestial objects in the universe. The windmill we played with at childhood
looks like a rotating wheel, a classic toy indeed. Through playing with it, you settle a better fate and afterlife
unconsciously. It offers numerous benefits without any harm, unlike the electronic games which do harms to
players’ eyes, studies and even hurt their parents’ heart, providing only harms but no benefit. Everything has a

reason, such as snow whitening the mountain top and wind rippling the water surface.
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Cattle Have Straws and Ducks Eat Grains

Cattle are full of strength and can help people plow. This is the best way of farming in the long
agricultural era. Cattle offer a lot to human beings, but only get straws in return. The ducks do nothing, being
leisurely around all day, get the rice as food. Cattle have grass and ducks eat grain. This is the fate. If certain
cattle do not plow any more, and come ducks cannot eat grain, it is fortune. One may try his luck. As the old
saying says, every dog has his day. But the fate is destined and cannot be changed. A poor person will never
has the temperament of richness while a rich person will never look like poor; having the fate of a rich man
does not mean a person will not suffer poverty (for such a person, his gains are proportional to his efforts);
but a person with a poor fate will never be rich (for such a person, his gains are inversely proportional to his
efforts). However, the rich and the poor or the noble and the lowly are relative concepts. Those peaceful in
mind are the wise men. Women living in the lanes often gather together to talk about the wealth, the social

position, the poverty, the lowly status and the affairs of neighbors.
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