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1. Number Twenty Now

Peter’s father wants to know how his son is getting along in school.

One day he asks, “Peter, how are you getting along in school? What
is your place in the class?”

“Number twenty-one.”

“And how many students are there in your class?”

“Twenty-one, father.”

Some weeks pass. One day Peter
brings home his test paper.

“What’s your place in the class now?”

“Number twenty now.”

“Good. Then you are one place
ahead.”

“No, father. One of the students left

the class. He moved to another town last

week.”
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2. The Choice of Word

One day, John was back home after work.

His daughter was only half a year old. His wife was shaking her
happily.

She said “Da-Ddy” to the baby many times.

John felt very happy, because his wife chose the word “Daddy” to
teach their baby.

During one night several weeks later,
John and his wife were waken up by the cry
“Daddy” .

His wife said to him, “Darling, she is

calling you.”

Then she turned to sleep.
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3. The Grandfather's Name

We named our daughter Myles, after my
beloved late father.

Indeed, this name was a bit masculine.

Years later, when I felt she was old enough

to understand, I explained to Myles, “Your name

is very special. I named you after my own father
because I loved him very much. I know he would be
proud of you.”

Myles thought carefully about this and then said, “I know all that,

mom. But I don’t understand why my grandfather had a girl’s name.”
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4. Can We Talk?

Two tomatoes are going shopping.
A tomato suddenly walks fast, and the second tomato asks, “Where
shall we go?”

The first tomato has no answer. The second
tomato asks again.

The first tomato still has no answer, so the

second tomato asks again.

The first tomato finally turns slowly and

says, “Aren’t we tomatoes? Can we talk?”
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5. Clever Bobby

Mr. Brown was proud of his young son.

Once he talked to a visitor with pride, “The boy
is only two years old, and knows all the animals. He’s
going to be a great naturalist. Here, let me show you.”

He took a book from the bookshelf, placed
Bobby on his knee, opened the book, showed him a
picture of a giraffe and asked, “What’s this, Bobby?”

“Horsey,” said Bobby.

Next, he showed Bobby a picture of a tiger and asked, “What’s this?”

“Pussy.”

Then Bobby said “Doggy” as he pointed to a lion.
There was a picture of a chimpanzee in Page 10.
But Bobby said, “Daddy!”
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6. Delicious Bird

A rich man wants to give his mother a birthday
present, but what will be the best one?

One day he finds an amazing bird in the market.
It can talk in twelve languages and sing ten famous
operas. Immediately he buys the bird and sends it to
his mother. It costs him $ 50,000.

The next day he phones to his mother, “What do
you think of the bird, mother?”

“Oh, it’s very delicious,” replies his mother.
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Z. But You Have!

Mrs. Hunt lives in a village. Her son Sam lives with her.

Sam is twenty-one years old. He works in a shop in the village.



L NIEES

Then he finds new work in a town and lives there.

It is quite a long way from his mother’s village. She isn’t happy about
this.

Sam says, “There isn’t any good work for me in the village, mother,
and I can get a lot of money in the town and give you some every week.”

One day, Mrs. Hunt goes to see her son.

She goes there by train. Sam meets her at the railway station.

She asks her son, “Why don’t you phone me?”

“But mother,” he says, “you haven’t a phone.”

“No,” she answers, “I haven’t, but you have one!”
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8. Where Were You Yesterday?

Tom was always late for work.

That morning he came late again. His boss
asked him angrily, “Why are you late for work every
day?”

“My alarm can’t wake me up,” answered Tom.

“You’d better go to see the doctor,” said the

boss.

So Tom went to see his doctor.
The doctor gave him a pill and said, “Take it
before you go to bed.”
Tom did as the doctor told him. He slept well and woke up very early.
When he met his boss, he said to him happily, “Boss, the pill actually
worked!”
“That’s all fine,” said the boss. “But where were you yesterday?”
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