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Beijing

Section 1 Geography and History

Located in the northwestern part of the North China Plain, Beijing covers an area
of 16,807 square kilometers. The city is surrounded by the Taihang Mountain (also
called West Mountain) in the west, the Jundu Mountain in the north and the Yanshan
Mountain in the northeast. People named this small gulf-shaped plain“Beijing Gulf”.

Capital of the People’s Republic of China, Beijing is the country’s political and
cultural center, as well as a transportation hub, a tourist destination and a center of
international exchanges.

Beijing has a continental monsoon climate commonly found in the north temperate
zone. Four seasons are distinct here, featuring various flowers in spring, glorious moon
in autumn, abundant rain in summer and auspicious snow in winter. Spring and
autumn are quite short compared with summer and winter. The coldest month is
January with a monthly average temperature of minus 4.7 degrees Celsius while in
July, the hottest month, the monthly average temperature rises to 26.1 degrees Celsius.
The average annual rainfall is 650 millimeters, and the frost-free period is about 180 days.

Beijing’s recorded history and city construction date back to over 3,000 years ago.
As early as 700,000 to 500,000 years ago, the Zhoukoudian area in the southwest of
today’s Beijing started to witness the habitation of human ancestors, the Peking Man.
In 586 BC, the Yan State of the Zhou Dynasty set its capital in Beijing and gave the
city another name, “Ji”. From then on, Beijing has also been called “Yanjing” till
today. Since the 3rd century BC, Beijing had been regarded as a city of strategic
importance in northern China by emperors and kings of various dynasties and
kingdoms, including the emperors of the dynasties of Qin, Han, Sui and Tang. At the
beginning of the 10th century, the Qidan (Khitan) people who lived in Northeastern
China founded the Liao Dynasty (916-1125) and established Beijing as the secondary
capital under the name of “Nanjing” (southern capital). In 1125, the Nuzhen people
destroyed the Liao Dynasty and founded the Jin Dynasty (1115-1234). Beijing became
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the capital of Jin under the name of “Zhongdu” (middle capital ). Then the Jin rulers
had 36 luxurious palaces constructed in the city for the royal family. The city proper of
Zhongdu was around today’s Guang’an Gate area. However, Zhongdu was demolished
in 1215 in the war. In the same year, the Mongolians went down from north to south
and destroyed the Jin Dynasty and the Southern Song Dynasty (1127-1279) whose capital
was Hangzhou then. The Mongolians unified China into one entity, the Yuan Dynasty
(1271-1368). 1In 1267, the Yuan Dynasty rebuilt the capital city with the Daning
Palace (today’s Beihai Park) of the former Jin Dynasty as its center. The newly—built
capital was called “Dadu” (great capital ), and it was the predecessor of the old part of
Beijing today. In 1368, the rebelling peasants’ army led by Zhu Yuanzhang overthrew
the Yuan Dynasty and established the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) with Nanking
(today’s Nanjing) as its capital. Then Dadu was renamed as “Peking”. In 1403, Zhu
Di took the throne and moved the capital to Peking. Peking was again renamed as
“Beijing”. This is how the name “Beijing” begins. Emperor Zhu Di started to build the
Forbidden City and the huge project lasted for 15 years, completed in 1420. In 1421,
the Ming Dynasty officially declared Beijing as its capital. In 1644, Manchu armies
entered the Shanhaiguan Pass and overthrew the Ming Dynasty. The Manchu people
established the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) and also made Beijing its capital. Beijing
has served as the capital of various dynasties for over 800 years. In 1949, the newly
founded People’s Republic of China set its capital in Beijing and the ancient city took

on a new look.

Section 2 Historic Sites and Gardens

1.The Peking Man Site at Zhoukoudian

The Peking Man Site is on the Longgu(Dragon Bone) Hill of Zhoukoudian, Fangshan
District, about 50 kilometers southwest of downtown Beijing. In 1929, a Chinese paleo-
anthropologist named Pei Wenzhong discovered early men’s teeth, bones and complete
skull cap. He also found evidence and relics of Peking Man’s daily life, hunting and
the use of fire. His discoveries showed that as early as 500,000 years ago, there were
mankind’s ancestors living in Beijing area. Archaeologists continued their work here
and discovered a complete skull cap of ape man, named “Peking Man”. Gradually
more stone tools and evidence of the use of fire were unearthed on the Longgu Hill.
The major technique of making stone tools is hammering. They also use the technique
of bashing. Peking Man is the first ancient man to use fire. They are also able to catch
large-sized animals. The life span of Peking Man is quite short. Statistical analysis
show that about 68.2% of Peking Man died before 14 years old, and only 4.5% of
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Peking Man lived longer than 50 years. The discoveries in Zhoukoudian area put this
village at a very special and irreplaceable position in the research of ancient men.
Zhoukoudian is an ancient men site that has the most colorful human fossils and most
varied plant fossils. Its study on ancient men is also the most advanced. In December
1987, the Zhoukoudian Peking Man Site was inscribed on the World Heritage List.

2.The Badaling Great Wall

The Badaling Great Wall is in Yanqing County, about 70 kilometers north of
downtown Beijing. It takes about 40 minutes’ expressway drive to get to the foot of the
“huge dragon” (the Great Wall) zigzagging along the mountains. The wall is 7.8 meters
in height and 7.8 meters in width on the top. Beacon towers and watch towers are
densely located on the wall. Badaling Great Wall is the showcase of the Great Wall,
the best part of the Great Wall built in the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644). In 1988, it was
added to the World Heritage List. In 1991, in a nationwide selection for the 40 most
popular tourist sites, the Badaling Great Wall topped the list.

3. The Juyongguan Pass

The Juyongguan Pass is a famous pass of the Great Wall. It is about 60 kilometers
north of downtown Beijing. The existing pass was built in 1368, the Ist year of
Emperor Hongwu’s reign of the Ming Dynasty. Its planning was done by General Xu
Da and Deputy General Chang Yuchun. Since the early years of the Jingtai period
(1450-1457) in the Ming Dynasty, many renovations and new construction had been
carried out. With a perimeter of over 4,000 meters, the pass connects the Cuiping
Mountain in the east and the top of the Jinju Mountain in the west. Military facilities
such as the outer walls and gate towers are complete. There used to be administrative
offices, temples and Confucius schools inside or outside the pass.

4. The Tian’anmen Gate

The construction of the Tian’anmen Gate started in 1417, the 15th year of the
Yongle period (1402-1424) in the Ming Dynasty. It was initially named Chengtianmen
Gate, which meant “getting power from God, receiving instructions from Heaven”. The
Chengtianmen Gate was a three-storey building with five arches in it. Decorated with
yellow glazed tiles, upturned eaves, red lacquer and golden door nails, the Gate looked
imposing and magnificent. An axis line went through the Upright Gate and led to the
Meridian Gate, the main entrance of the royal palace. In 1651, the 8th year of
Emperor Shunzhi’s reign of the Qing Dynasty(1644-1911), the Chengtianmen Gate was
upgraded into the Tian’anmen Gate, which literally meant “receiving instructions from
Heaven, stabilizing the country and administrating the people”. Tt had white marble
base as well as high and colorful walls and platforms. Within the over 500 years of the
dynasties of Ming (1368-1644) and Qing(1644-1911), the Tian’anmen Gate was the
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