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ABSTRACT

ABSTRACT

The book presents a pioneering and systematic research on the
Muslim converts in China.

In view of the theoretical concepts and analysis on Muslim con-
verts in Europe, North America, China and Malaysia, the history and
current situation of the Han Muslims as well as the Malaysia Chinese
Muslims has been depicted via this empirical research adopting such
means as Anthropological interviews and participant observation within
several years. As such, the research features the analysis of the causes
and process of converting, the religious knowledge and practice, the
social communication, the mutual attitudes between the converts and
their lineage groups, and that within Muslim communities, the life
transformation, the converts from ethnic minorities as well as the fe-
male ones. Meanwhile, it generalizes that the social elements having
impact on religious conversion in the two countries are of politics, eth-
nic group, local Islamic history and cultural conventions. This conclu-
sion was comparatively drawn from such perspectives as the social
context and religious ecology, the Islamic history and reality in both
countries, the demographic features of converts together with their
predicaments. Under such social context where the deconstruction of
the notion that Islam is in the possession of the ten ethnic minorities
within China parallels with the emersion of the new Muslims, the re-
search explores and thereby resolves the primary divergence, in various
degrees, between the Han Muslims and the Malaysian Chinese Muslims
in terms of their relationship with both lineage groups and Muslim
communities, in addition to their personal religious practices, life styles
and customs, funeral rites, female converts, socialization, and culture i-
dentity.

Being different from the previous research with the psychological
perspectives of converting motivation, conversion and adolescence, pat-
terns of conversion process, and psychological interpretations, this re-
search highlights the impact of social context on the individual cases of
both Han Muslims and Malaysian Chinese Muslims to make a further
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reflection on the prominent western theories about the converting moti-
vations and process to Christianity. Those western theories, however,
functions inefficiently in interpreting the Muslims coverts in Oriental
countries, due to such heterogeneity on social—cultural context, the eth-
nic identity of the mainstream Muslims and the cultural characteristics
as well.

It is believed in the research that the occurrence of conversion is
active given a comparatively inclusive social context with frequent in-
teractions among ethnic groups, whereas the consequence of the oppo-
site only gives rise to the religious stigma and prejudice transformed
from that of ethnic groups. Thereby, the existence of the tendency to
confuse the notion of ethnic boundary with the religious one and the
protection boundaries with the ethnic inherent features lead to the for-
mation of religious ethnicism or ethnic religionism by labeling certain
religions on particular ethnic groups. As such, to initiate a call for a
proactive Muslim mission work is a direct means to enlarge religious
groups as well as an efficient access to the demonstration of native cul-
ture. Otherwise, the familiarity in daily life among believers and non—
believers would revert to strangeness in their spiritual life.

Last but not least, considering the issue of Muslim converts identi-
ty, the potential integration by blurring boundaries is deliberated in the
research, namely, the ongoing formation of a hierarchical and diversi-
fied identity derived from the progressive transformation lineally in-
volved with ethnic(e.g., the Han people, the Muslims, the Malaysians ),
regional (e.g., China, Malaysia) and religious symbols. In spite of the
gradual assimilation of the ethnic groups’ religious symbols in the pro-
cess of integration with the same religion, the arousal of the boundary
awareness is doomed to occur while leaving less negative impact on Is-
lamic identity as a whole.
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