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Australia is a country of contrasts and is a fascinatin-
g® place to visit, with unique fauna and flora found no
where else in the world, a coral reef stretching from
north to south on both it’s east and west coasts. though
the latter, the Great Barrier Reef is better known, and a
myriad of other wonderful things to discover, explore and
learn about. Not only is it the closest Western country to
Asia, it’s also clean, safe and easy to get to.

Australia has come a long way since the days when
Captain Cook stumbled ashore to find an aboriginal® way

of life that went back for tens of thousands of years. Even

O fascinating adj. & Af), AR, HHER
@ aboriginal adj. =, FRH n LFER
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the outdated images of Crocodile Dundee types swilling
beer around the Opera House have long been replaced
by a forward-looking attitude that embraces Australia’s
Pacific Rim location and a growing reputation for first
class cuisine and high fashion notable® in its cosmopoli-

tan. twenty-first century metropolis, Sydney.

The high quality of life in the country’s effervescent
largest city is enhanced by one of the world’s great har-
bors, but there is far more to Australia city — wise than

just Sydney. Its big rival, Melbourne, is blessed with a

@O notable adj. (AfFEEN, BER. FHH
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more European ambience®, with trams and pai/gr;;ﬁrh
cafes as much a part of the experience as the buzzing
sports and cultural scene, while coastal Darwin, Perth
and Brisbane offer other worlds to explore.

Away from the cities, Australia’s stunningly diverse
landscape boasts everything from vast, barren deserts,
where kangaroo@ and emu bound through the arid sur-
roundings, to tropical rainforests, rugged mountains and
pristine beaches, such as world-class Bondi, Cable
Beach and Whitehaven. Then, of course, there’s the ep-
ic® monolith® of Uluru (Ayers Rock) and the Great Barri-
er Reef, where another undiscovered world opens up be-
neath the surf. With tourist numbers up and interest in
Australia never higher, this is the perfect time to bury
those anachronistic Crocodile Dundee clichés and discov-

er the real Australia.

ambience n. Ji B A5, AR

kangaroo n. [ 3l 4% fl

epic n. P EE, i KFET adj. EMER, I, IR
monolith n. Ji 3 F Ay, B 44 S8 il 5
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Geography

Australia is bounded by the Arafura Sea and Timor
Seas to the north, the Coral and Tasman Seas of the
South Pacific to the east, the Southern Ocean to the
south, and the Indian Ocean to the west. Its coastline®
covers 36,738km (22,814 miles). Most of the popula-
tion has settled along the eastern and south-eastern
coastal strip. Australia is the smallest continent (and the
largest island) in the world. About 40 percent of the con-
tinent is within the tropics and Australia is almost the
same size as the mainland of the United States of Ameri-
ca. The terrain is extremely varied, ranging from tor-

tured red desert to lush green rainforest®. Australia’s

. beaches and surfing are world renowned, while the coun-

try is also rich in reminders of its mysterious past. These
range from prehistoric Aboriginal art to Victorian colonial

architecture. The landscape consists mainly of a low

@ coastline n. I} 2%
@ rainforest [ 4 25 T Ak
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plateau® mottled with lakes and rivers and skirted with
coastal mountain ranges, highest in the east with the
Great Dividing Range. There are rainforests in the far
northeast (Cape York Peninsula). The southeast is a
huge fertile plain. Further to the north lies the enormous
Great Barrier Reef, a 2000km (1200 mile) strip of coral
that covers a total area of 345,000 sq km. Although Aus-
tralia is the driest land on Earth, it nevertheless has e-
normous snowfields the size of Switzerland. There are
vast mineral deposits. More detailed geographical de-
scriptions of each State can be found in the individual

State entries.
Australian Capital Territory

Canberra is located in the Australian Capital Territory on f‘
the western slopes of the Great Dividing Range. and was .
conceived in the early 1900s in order to create a capital city
in a federal State® separate from any of the uniting States.

Spectacular green countryside is ringed by mountains nearly

@  plateau n. mH, &5 ECEFHE P R E KCE (ot 9k
%)

i

@  federal state BEFSE %
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600m (2000ft) above sea level. Lake Burley-Griffin, an arti-
ficial® lake, is the main feature of this constantly expanding
modern capital. Hills, trees and greenery remain prominent
among the architecture of a city that is attractive, tidy, spa-

cious and efficient as befits the national capital city.
New South Wales

The landscape ranges from the subtropical® north to
the Snowy Mountains in the south, which contain
Australia’s highest point, Mount Kosciuszko. There are
over 1300km (800 miles) of coastline with golden bea-
ches and picturesque waterways and rivers, including the
1900km (1200mile) Murray River.

Northern Territory

A wilderness stretching roughly 1670km (1038 mi-
les) north-south and 1000km (620 miles) east-west, the

Northern Territory comprises® nearly one-sixth of Aus-

@  artificial adj. Ni&ER . BAY . JE = Hilr)
@ subtropical adj. I 1Y
® comprise v. fL &, Hieeeeer 21 B



