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America: A Nation of Immigrants

A look at the history of the United States indicates that

o
Y pot”, where

this country has often been called “a melting
various immigrant and ethnic groups have learned to work
together to build a unique nation. Even those “original” A-
mericans, the Indians, probably walked a land bridge from
Asia to North America some thousands of years ago. So,
who are the real Americans? The answer is that any and all
of them are! And you, no matter where you come from,
could also become an American should you want to. Then
you would become another addition® to America’s wonder
fully rich “nation of immigrants”.

The United States is currently® shifting from being a

nation of immigrants of mainly European descent® to one of

immigrants from other parts of the world, such as Asia and
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Latin America. The number of recent immigrants has sky-
rocketed. They desire to escape economic hardship and po-
litical oppression in their native countries as well as the de-
sire to seek a better education and a more prosperous life in
America, “the land of opportunity”. Although there are fre-
quent conflicts between the cultures they have brought with
them from the “old country” and those found in America,
most immigrants learn to adjust to and love their adopted
land.

Americans have also learned much from the customs
and ideas of the immigrants and are often influenced by them
in subtle® and interesting ways. Immigrants bring their n-
ative cultural, political, and social patterns and attitudes,
varied academic and religious backgrounds, as well as their
ethnic arts, sports, holidays, festivals, and foods. They
have greatly enriched American life.

For immigrants from all parts of the would, the United
States has been “a melting pot” in which the foreigners have
sometimes remained culturally and linguistically what they

were in their native lands even as they move toward becom-
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ing citizens of the United States, a country whose people
share a common cultural outlook and set of values. The
melting pot does not melt away all recollections® of another
way of life in another place—nor should it. On the contrary,
immigrants should maintain the languages, skills, religions,
customs and arts of their own heritage®, even while they

are working towards entering the mainstream of American

culture.

5o
D melt v. &ktb kb -
@ addition n. 3w i A(H ) o

254
@ currently adv. I, —4& %=
@ descent n. # £, Mm% “E
® subtle adj. f&AF ey, MR B /)
© recollection n. BZ .tz ;42 F M
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[London

When we think of Paris, Rome, Madrid, Lisbon, Ath-
ens and other European capitals, we think of them as “cit-
ies”. When we think of the whole of modern London, that
great area covering several hundred square miles, we do not
think of it as “a city”, not even as a city and its suburbs.
Modern London is not one city that has steadily expanded®
through the centuries; it is a number of cities, towns and
villages that have, during the past centuries, grown togeth-
er to make one vast urban area.

If you could fly low over London, in a helicopter, for exam-
ple, you would see below you the winding course of the River
Thames, flowing from west to east and dividing London into the

two parts known as the north bank and the south bank. The divi-

sion between “the City” and the “West End” would be less obvi-
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ous? from this birds-eye view.

The Port of London is to the east of the City. Here, to-
day, are miles and miles of docks. This is the East End of
London, unattractive in appearance, but very important to
the country’s commerce. On the river there are ocean-going
ships, and lines of barges pulled along by tugs. Ships up to
6,000 tons can come as far as London Bridge, below which
is the part of the river called the Pool. They can pass under
Tower Bridge. It takes only five minutes to raise® the two
halves of the roadway to allow a ship to pass.

Some of the London Boroughs are not very well known
to people outside Great Britain. Some names are widely
known. Chelsea, which is now united with Kensington, is
known to many because of the great writers (for example
Steele, Smollett, Carlyle) and artists (for example Turner
and Whistler) who have lived there. Kensington is well
known, partly because of the royal palace and Kensington
Gardens, and partly because of the large museums® within

its boundaries. Greenwich is known because Greenwich

time, the time for the meridian of Greenwich, was, until
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1968, standard time in Britain.

Greater London, with its nine million population, in-
cludes not only the area of the G. L. C. and the City, but the
outer suburbs. It has no definite boundaries, but covers an
area of about twenty miles radius from Oxford Circus. Be-
cause London has grown so large, the Government has de-
cided that it must spread® no farther. It is now surrounded
by a “green belt”, on which new buildings may be put up

©

only with the permission® of the planning authorities.

@ expand v. ¥ K. &R

@ obvious adj. R # .2 H
@ raise v. FAL, A IR

@ museum n. 4

© spread v, ¥ Ak A4

© permission n. AF.HFT,F &
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