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Greece is situated in southeast Europe on the Medi-
terranean®. The mainland® consists of the following re-
gions: Central Greece, Peloponnese, Thessaly (east/ .-5-.
central) , Epirus (west), Macedonia (north/northwest) v
and Thrace (northwest). Euboea, the second largest of
the Greek islands. lying to the east of the central region,

is also considered to be part of the mainland region. The

@ Mediterranean n. #fs 1 % ( = Mediterranean sea, 3 T EK,
W, E=RWMZED, b s R ad). ihiEr, iR
JE Y

® mainland n. X[
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Peloponnese® peninsula® is separated from the northern
mainland by the Isthmus of Corinth. The northern main-
land is dissected by high mountains (such as the Pindus)
that extend southwards towards a landscape of fertile
plains, pine-forested uplands and craggy. scrub-covered
foothills. The islands account for one-fifth of the land area
of the country. The majority are thickly clustered in the
Aegean between the Greek and Turkish coasts. The loni-
an Islands are the exception; they are scattered along
the west coast in the lonian Sea. The Aegean archipela-
go® includes the Dodecanese, lying off the Turkish
coast, of which Rhodes is the best known; the Northeast
Aegean group, including Chios, lkaria, Lemnos, Lesvos
and Samos; the Sporades, off the central mainland; and

the Cyclades, comprising 39 islands (of which only 24

- are inhabited®) . Crete, the largest island. is not includ-

ed in any formal grouping.)

Greece has around 10,000 miles of coast and over

@ Peloponnese {A% 5% J& # 2 & [ A It % ] CHP AR L 2
)

@ peninsula n. 25
archipelago n. Bt &%, £ 51
@ inhabited adj. H A\ JEERY

&)
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1,400 islands of which 169 are inhabited.

Greece has a rich cultural® history. From the
Ancient Gods, to the Minoans who settled in Crete, to
the seat of democracy@ established in Athens, through

Roman and Turkish occupation to the present day democ-

racy. traces of Greece's history remain throughout the .-7:

country: the Archaeological sites at the Acropolis. Del- :
phi, Olympus and Knossos in Crete, Byzantine churches

and monasteries®, Venetian and Neoclassical

@ cultural adj. XL
@ democracy n. R EHE, RFF XL
® monastery n. &I e, 15
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architecture, even minarets® and mosques®.

The Greek Orthodox Church is instrumental in the
daily life and cultural traditions of the Greeks and 97 % of
the population are Greek Orthodox. Religious holidays
are rigidly observed and some are designated as National
Holidays.

Greek music and dance have always played an im-
portant part in Greek life; the flute, the lyra, and the
bouzouki® all make an appearance and each island has
its own style of music and local traditional® dances which
are still popular today.

Writers and artists figure large in Greece's culture. Ho-
mer and the great philosophers, temples, theatres, frescoes,
icons, and Greece's famous artist EI Greco who made Spain
his home; all contribute to the rich heritage®.

The Cuisine of Greece, and particularly the Cretan
diet, is recognised as being one of the healthiest in the

world, with copious amounts of olive oil, fresh vegeta-

minaret n, 4215

mosque n. i BL5F

bouzouki (=bousouki) #ji t 3 5F , 7 5 & Fg #k (35)
traditional adj. fR 4Ly, BHIRY, AZHY, 1L LAY
heritage n. 3877, kAR . £450

SECHECNG)
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bles, salads and fruit.

Delicious mezes of various cheese or mushroom
filled vegetables, garlic tzatziki and Greek salad are fol-
lowed by fresh sea food, fish, herb flavoured lamb, rab-
bit or charcoal-grilled meat. The Greeks make eating out
a pastime® and they will often dine out in a large family
group and order much more than they can eat.

Many of the best tavernas® are located away from
the tourist areas.

Modern Greece is a sum of an extraordinary diversi-
ty of influences — Romans. Arabs, Franks, Venetians,
Slavs, Albanians, Turks and Italians, to say nothing of
the great Byzantine Empire. The arts still play an integral

part in Greek life and have done since ancient times. In

summer, Greek dramas are staged in the ancient . 9

theatres where they were originally performed. One of f_
the unforgettable® aspects of a holiday in Greece has to
be island — hopping in the Aegean and lonian seas. All

with their own unique character, the Greek islands are a

@ pastime n. JHiE . BK
@ taverna n. (F M)W IE . BIE
® unforgettable adj. AN T . & AMER )



