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Rock Art On Helan Mountain

— T

The rich and varied petroglyphs in Helan Mountains is one of the exquisite works
of the ancient national culture and art, also an important part of the treasure
house of petroglyphs. It spreads over hundreds of miles covering dozens of
places, extends over various historical stages of development, created by the
different nationalities. It contains carvings such as human beings, animals,
celestial of bodies, plants and flowers and dancing and etc. With the carving
means of realism and abstractism, the works notes the natural culture and the
way of life in ancient Helan mountains area and the nomadic life for northern
people’s entertainment and culture; Meanwhile, it provide us precious data to
study history, arts, religions and the custom of ancient nationalities all over the

northern countries.
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Fig.1. a human face

The scene is also called “the Sun God”. It is one of
the most famous scenes from Helankou site, Ningxia
Province. It was one of the earliest engravings made in
an exquisite style which characterize it as the Sun by
ancient. Its eyes were stressed to represent the Sun God

and brightness.
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Fig.2. ibex figures

Rock engravings depicting six ibex figures from
Dongshan site, Lingwu. An ibex of large dimension in
row on top of the other ibex which only its head turned
left side, its tail stuck up seems to be linked with its horn.
There is a different between them. Others all have similar

direction.
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Fig.3. a human face

Square human faces are a kind of human faces from
Helankou site, Ningxia Province. Its five sense organs are
not apparent. Eyes and mouth are made up of bi-arc lines
with head-dress and earrings. There are three ornaments
on left ear, and four on right ear. They are made in a

formulaic style which characterize in this area.
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Fig.4. cup-and-ring marks & a hoofprint

Deep engraved three cup-and-ring marks covering the
whole surface of rock from Dongshan site, Lingwu. They
are linked each other. Two concentric circles enclosed
in symbols. Occupying the lower part of the surface of

panel is a presumed zoomorphic figure.
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FFS. BED  cup-and-ring marks & a hoofprint  (44cmx30cm)



009

FA¥
FRT TR EARERLY 1.5 A 2L

FREA AL T R T IEAE IEA A R 1.5 2
HLAR . m AP SRR A 2 AR AN R AR R, A
WFEsak, ARyfm, FRSIESEFT— &
P EJ7 R —xt A, BUEFESCR; T FITH)
AR R A 2 B

Fig.5. ibex figures

A group of ibex figures with different horns and similar
movements from Dongshan site, Lingwu. Above, two
presumed zoomorphic figures seem to be uncompleted.
Occupying the center of the panel is a couple ibex have
sexual copulation. At lowest part, an ibex figure with

sexual organs seems to a ram.



