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FOREWORD

As a foreign teacher from Canada, it is with great honor to be asked to write the foreword of this
selection, Easy Speeches and Recitations for College Students. This selection is designed for
college students who have the enthusiasm and thirst to improve their English speaking abilities, by
reading the expressive thoughts, and speeches of inspiring minds of people, from yesterday to to-

day.

Recognizing the fact that English is often used as the lingua franca among Chinese students, the
selection serves as an excellent resource for the students to build their understanding of the use of
English language. The reader should find the selection interesting, the annotations insightful in

mastering the use of English in many varied language situations.

But first before we describe the book you should know some history about Tianjin Tianshi Collage,
where this book is being written. This college itself was founded in 1999. The college is located in
a quant community in Wuqing Economic Development Area outside of Tianjin, where the atmos-
phere is somewhat quiet but you can hear the hustle and bustle of everyday working people going
and coming to work and home . The college prides itself in the teaching of our young adults who

major in the Liberal Arts, Sciences, Business and Art Design.

This selection is comprised of six sections which include :

(1) The Proper Phonetics of English language.

(2)Poems from such great poets as Robert Burns, and George Byron.

(3) Essays from great writers such as Helen Keller, Albert Einstein.

(4) Famous speeches written and spoken by such people such as Abraham Lincoln and Mar-
tin Luther King.

(5) Excerpts from films made famous over decades by people who are portrayed in these
movies, such as Gone With the Wind.

(6) Finally in the collection there are songs composed, and sung by international renowned
singers such as Celine Dion, and the Backstreet Boys, who inspire all listeners with their

wonderful music.



In conclusion the reading of this book will nurture, and open the minds of readers to enjoy the

fine art of reading this book, of Easy Speeches and Recitations.

Dr Ernest Freeman Veinot
Foreign Languages Dept
Tianjin Tianshi College

2011.6
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Chapter One - Phonetics
i o

I . About English Phonetics

English is a Germanic Language of the Indo — European Family. It is the second most spoken
language in the world.

English is a West Germanic language related to Dutch, Frisian and German with a significant
amount of vocabulary from French, Latin, Greek and many other languages.

English evolved from the Germanic languages was brought to Britain by the Angles,Saxons,
Jutes and other Germanic tribes, which are known collectively as Anglo — Saxon or Old English.
Old English began to appear in writing during the early 8th century AD.

Approximately 341 million people speak English as a native language and a further 267 mil-
lion speak it as a second language in over 104 countries including the UK, Ireland , USA , Canada,
Australia, New Zealand ,South Africa, American Samoa, Andorra, Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda,
Aruba, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bermuda, Botswana, British Indian Ocean Territory, British
Virgin Islands, Brunei, Cameroon , Cayman Islands, Cook Islands and Denmark.

English is the language of science,aviation , computing, diplomacy ,and tourism. It is listed as
the official or co — official language of over 45 countries and is spoken extensively in other coun-

tries where it has no official status. English plays a part in the cultural , political or economic life.

Il . Guide to English Phonetic Symbols

The International Phonetic Alphabet ( EFRri#H5,IPA) is a system of phonetic notation based
on the Latin alphabet, devised by the International Phonetic Association as a standardized repre-
sentation of the sounds of spoken language. The IPA is used by foreign language students and
teachers, linguists, speech pathologists and therapists, singers, actors, lexicographers, and transla-

tors.



The IPA is designed to represent only those qualities of speech that are distinctive in spoken
language : phonemes, intonation , and the separation of words and syllables. To represent additional
qualities of speech such as tooth gnashing, lisping, and sounds made with a cleft palate ,an extend-
ed set of symbols called the Extensions to the IPA is used.
Occasionally symbols are added,removed,or modified by the International Phonetic Associa-
tion. As of 2008, there are 107 distinct letters,52 diacritics, and four prosody marks in the TPA
proper.
Peift 48 DB E P IR
[i] [o] [o] [u] [a] [e] [e]
Li:] [o:] [0:] [u:] [a:]

MOCH [ei] [ai] [oi] [au] [ou] [ia] [ea] [uo]
[
[
[

LS

1:

st | W | [p) [0 (k) (6] [0 [s10es] [w] [f] 4]
UKy MAEE | [b) [d] [g) [v] [0] [2] [dz] [dr] [3] [d3] [r]
h] [m] [n] [p] [1][j] [w]

Ho At &
JLE (Vowels) (20 1)
Kt (Long Vowels) [a:] [o:] [o:] [i:] [u:]
#I6E (Short Vowels) [A] [o] [o] [i] [u] [e] [2]
XITHE (Diphthongs) [ei] [ai] [oi] [ia] [ea] [ua] [ou] [au]

% (Consonants) (28 4)
155 E (Voiceless Consonants) [p] [t] [k] [f] [0] [s] [f] [h] [ts] [tf] [tr]
M (Voiced Consonants) [b] [d] [g] [v] [8] [z] [3] [r] [dz] [dz] [dr]
L2 (Nasals) [m] [n] [p]
0 (Approximants) [j] [w]
1% (Lateral) [1]



Unit 1

Front Vowels

Part One [i: |

@ 7 %)

1.clean [ kli:n] T 6. speak [ spi:k] %

2. sweet [swi:t] FHEY 7. evening [ 'i;vnin| B [

3. team [ti:m] HIPA 8. freezing [ 'fri.zin] VK H)
4. thief [ 0i:f] /May 9. secret [ 'si:krit] FA%E
5.bean [bi:n] § T 10. immediately [i' mi;diotli] 37.H]
O ZiE% S

1. have a meeting JF-4= 6. keep eight sheep F= T /\ HF
2. a sweet dream —EHZE YA 7. three weeks later =28 )5
3. a strong team — 37 3R KA AR 8. eat a lot of meat 2, TIRZ
4. leave the room BT 5[] 9. sit on the seat ARFE{V T

5. a great deal of money R £24% 10. feel very sick ANEFAR

Part Two [i]

@ Hi7 %3]

1. build [ bild] Z57 6. finish [ 'fini[] 5E

2. busy [ 'bizi] TR 7. minute [ 'minit] 434

3. honey [ 'hani] % 8. pretty [ 'priti | EIZL)

4. silly ['sili] 121 9. history [ 'histori] JjH2

5. study [ 'stadi] #>] 10. economist [ i:'konomist] ZFHFK
@ FiE% ]

1. a funny story —/~7 #R A &S 6. swim in the river 7£ ] B JiEUk
2. a happy family —/>3E 45 H) 55 B2 7. have a picnic F=EE&

3. a little money — & 4% 8. the service industry J&45 )M\
4. visit a university 15 [a]— F K2 9. listening practice Wt 145 2J

5. a rich country — & AV E R 10. rich imagination F & B4 4 11



Part Three | e ]

[ =R ES

1. rest [ rest]| fK2,

2. bread [ bred ] T

3. next [ 'nekst] IR

4. friend [ frend ] Ak

5. many [ 'meni |14
@54

1. have a rest K8 —F

2. make friends 32 &

3. a clever girl —NEEA )&%
4. seven letters £ F#H{F

5. get wet in the rain 7F i T

Part Four [ 2 |

@ 5iE% S

1. as a matter of fact ZH5C |

2. right hand 5

3. bad habits 3R >J 5

4. a black handbag —~ 2 (1) F-4
5. collect stamps £EH

6. forget [ fo' get] Hic
7.ready [ 'redi] HEFGIFAY

8. seldom [ 'seldom] R/

9. restaurant [ ! resteront] %h—‘
10. benefit [ ' benifit | W z5

6. never forget N0

7. a red dress —4-ZL {4 A9 4K R

8. a special guest — v FFIEAY R A
9. some fresh eggs — L (178 5
10. the best hotel f{f-Hy7H)E

6. have a chat i~

7. traffic jams 32 iH 3 %€

8. the general manager 253
9. a large factory —/~KT.J
10. go to gamble J= I



Unit 2

Central Vowels

Part One | 5: |

@ 7 %)

1. word [ wa:d] Biid]
2.earth [0:0] HhBk; -4
3.girl [go:1] &
4.burn [bo:n] #R%E
5.person [ 'pa:sn] A

@ 5iE% S

1. earn a little #4541/
2. a girl in her teens + JL% WL ZF
3. her university {1 K2
4. thirty persons =+~ A
5. work as a nurse 447+

Part Two [ o]

@ Hi7 %3]

1. ago [ 9" gou ] LAY

2. actor [ 'eekto | 5 yE 51

3. later [ 'leito] DLJS

4.sofa [ 'soufa] ¥k

5. letter [ 'leto] {544

@ FiE% ]

1. seven o’ clock -k 4

2. collect stamps Y HEHIf 2

3. a clever girl — P IRBH AL 1%
4. answer questions [1] % ] 5

5. the manager of a company —“~/\ & i

Ze

6. first [ fa:st] B

7. purpose [ 'pa:pas] HHY

8. certain [ 'sa:tn| HEM

9. personnel [ ,pa:so'nel] A5
10. perfume [ 'pa:fju:m] FHFIK

6. learn a foreign language “#—[ J/ME
7. a German merchant — & [E 75 A

8. happy birthday 4= H ik

9. a research center — PHF5E HLL

10. an expert in medicine —{y PE 2% 5

6. teacher [ 'ti:tfo ] 2

7. seldom [ 'seldom] R/ Hb

8. company [ 'kamponi] 2\ ]

9. excellent [ 'eksalont] {7

10. considerable [ kan'sidarabl ] AHX4 KM

6. solve difficult problem fif Hi Xk 5

7. a committee member —/\j Z= 51 =725 i}
8. a Canadian woman — PMN&E K& A
9. a long distance i it 1) 25

10. the federal government Bt BT



Part Three | A ]

[ =R ES

1. cut [ kat] ¥]

2. love [lav] %

3. come [ kam] 3k

4. such [ satf] HAY

5. suffer [ 'safo] 327
@ZiE% )

1. a lot of fun fi £ f) 5k i
2.such a life XFERYAE TG

3. lunch and supper & FIMEE
4. bread and butter [ Fl1 5
5. a London citizen —/ M3 B

6. money [ 'mani] 4%

7. muscle [ 'masl] LAY

8. trouble [ 'trabl] FRAR

9. enough [i'naf] JEHEH)
10. country [ 'kantri] FEZ

6. trust everyone F{EHRE A
7.run a club &8 — AR
8. catch the last bus #F_F RKHE4-
9. build up the funds ZZ£E ¥4
10. a sudden gust ZEIK—FF X



