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Foreword

Chinatown is a subject dear 1o the hearts of many for
a varicty of reasons.

There are many among Singaporeans todav who
remember, fondly, the heart of entertainment and
the thriving centre of activity that was Chinatown,
To others Chinatown is invested with a historiczl
significance; they recall the pioncers, those early
Chinese immigrants who came to Singapore shortly
alter it was founded in 1819, whaose labour and il
contributed to the success story of Singapore. Senti-
ment and history aside, Chinatown is full of things to
buy, see and do. During any one of the Chinese
festivals like Chinese New Year, Mooncake Festival
and the Festival of the Hungry Ghosts, it comes
wondrously alive.

From the visitor's point of view, Ch
unigue place, and arouscs  particular interest in
perhaps the same way as the Chinatown in san Fran
cisco, Soho in London and the French Quarter in

New Orleans. In Chinatown one sces an aspect of

Singaporcan culture typically Chinese, vet different
from and constituting another image o the one pro-
jected by Shenton Way, Changi Airport, our new
towns, and the hotels and coffee houses in the Or
chard Road area.

What, which o preserve? This has become a mat-
ter of constant debate. Our present  concern,
however, is to provide a pictorial account of s
beginnings. In the first section fn Perspective:
Growth and Development, we show the Chinese set-
tlements along Telok Ayer before Chinatown proper
developed. With urban renewal  recreating  the
Chinatown we knew and loved, there arose an
urgency o document old Singapore. Thus many

photographs of street scenes are accompanicd by
those dating back to the turn of the century, We also
tricd to capture the characteristics of each main
strect in Chinatown, and to do so we have arbitrarily
divided it into eight main areas. Wherever possible
we have explained the origin of certain street names
as many of these vary from the official ones.
Popularly known street names cndow a special
character to the place and certainly relate 1o the
previous type of land use.

Without its people, Chinatown would not he the
organic community which it was and still is. The
final section on people and festivals highlight some
of the activities common o Chinatown, occupa-
tional and festive,

We hope that this exhibition on Chinatown will
generate greater interest in the history of Singapore,
especially among  the vounger  generation,  and
perhaps stimulate research in this area. At the same
nme  we o encourage persons with pictures and
documents concerning Chinatown 1o come forward
and donate or deposit them with the Archives & Oral
History Department,

This is the first of the series of exhibitions the Ar
chives & Oral History Department will be holding on
interesting areas of old Singapore. We eventually
wish to cover places like Serangoon Road: Little In-
dia”, Kampong  Glam, Gevlang, Haig Road and
others.

Mrs Lily Tan
Acting Director
Archives & Oral History Department



Fr

PAEF IR oA A el - VF E E 0 AT EL A - B ke
A bl B A b - R AR R
IR -

T E RN RN A o L H RIS
ok e i ANCGE b Dy A P R kT RE
(SEAR R BESEE N I A A S R (o) 1§ oA g 1 B/
A 55 04 A7 anf + 3K LIS AT Y - R 05 URIE
B RS o EAMINERTEE - B A T HAhny
Ao ERERE T A R - el AR S IR
MNFEE - HBE 18194 3 b ok T % B
FERE 7 DAY TR A FE R - Bl RLET R~ 0 Y A
TR o JRA B E 0 P B 0 B Th - I Th T
TE - A ACE A HREE LS o B - AF TP Rk
B b1 3 A0 8 A 3R R AR, - T R e
AGE A S B SR A (D o R E
DR RAE] - el g BT - T s
AR R UEhED o FROTEAT A - W LA
s h s F AR LTYT -

HTAREAGE G R RE T ARTER
IR A (B Soho - #7 BT R AY French
Quarter, [ FEULT -F o A« g bk ny -
LEF R SR B RS 5V [ AR AW | F SRR 12
SEE S EROY R R XS BT AOEE BT
b RUMPEAGE ~ T - RETORLE - BTETS RR T
FE A EL AL A ek I ME L TERY T BERAAY AT R

PR S RS E S smT T
Aot & E S A A e A iR e TEA
R R EON - W R R A R L E R
s AHE S PR AR R - o e R A
CEARAE S LAY o (R 7EF 40 e AT ER Y PR
IR AT PETE o AT R A AR R T
LG (AR L AT A R R A
Hfl R A & 20 d - 28 FMF Sk

F

DENETCIPNEN (AL L RTob S Wit S b 1B
s de - ol LR A Ry ey e

B 2 0 1 09 S8 S XA IR
AR ERE R R o FE U DAY LR R
P g IR R TR e A A e AT
P e — A0 AN e Bl A IR - B
Weah @ E U A S A R - FRATCA A
BT HNLERE A ARG TR « h T ik
SEAEEAL o A A R T B m i A fE S 0 (W
B Ak B B EA R - ML - BT
PR3 IR (W UK o (8 I T RN N A S ER LR i
X WA A R o DORREDENE BRI i
FralfeAolal - (R £ EF  Ea A e BT
FORERGE b T e oy T R Ao HInay
APBE - P T ES B AL A R B AT TR o 2k - s
AARLAER R AT s R Al TN Y
CTH TR R Ry R
AU H EIE A SR o AT Y e gt R e
AT A -

e S s R0 e B ah e 00 AR
ES A S R Ay T ST R SR e N
UL PRI SR W R (R SN Ot & R S (W R
PR T - fEapRk AR AL o IR
— W A RT DR 2[R BF R A
i B AN o

FR % T DR T S 1 6 A IR 0 R S
BTN O N e - B ) B AV 4 1 R S '
FEHE o S AR o Bk Skan R E R
BB I R e

PR% (e 1R & i
P R A
[ANE 2

vii



In Perspective: Growth and Development
hBRER  NRRBEIKK

There is
a place known as
Kereta Aver ( 144 )
in
“Greater Toun’
where restaurants, theatres, and brothels are concentrated.
It is the most populated area
where filth and dive are hidden.

No place in Singapore can compare with it.
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Dared 4th November 1822
this is Raffles” letter to the

Town Committee, directing

attention o the ‘proper allmment of the Native divisions of the town,
and the first in nportance of these is bevond doubr the Chinese
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Raffles’ recommendations to the Town Committee were in-
corporated in this master plan drawn up by Lu Jackson in
1828, Areas were specifically allocated to the various racial
groups, €.g. Chinese, Europeans, Chuliahs, Bugis, ete. China-
town spread its roots on the south-west side of the Singa-
pore River, where it has remained o this day. The plan also
shows a Chinese burial ground near Scott's Hill (known as
Ching San Ting by the Chinese, and exhumed in 1900)
where the Metropole Theatre is presently located.
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A wview in oils by Perey Carpenter showing the Chinese  D0E HIly » gk i i R - e A
settlement around Telok Aver in 1856, Major reclamation £ = fF 1879 iR 8558 A - g A A T L
took place after 1879 and the sea no longer came right up i o gl B A R A ELL Lt
o Telok Aver Street. The Thian Hock Keng Temple, KUK R ({3 E Vo AR R T

which can be scen at the centre of the painting, was fre- R A [ FE 18509 T 51870
quented by waorshipping scafarers who relied on the pro- 4 ;I'HJ R “]J ‘L IN'E TS .b’«l"i ) '
- < 1 D A AR e ] AN RO A b e

tection of Ma Cho-po, Mother of Heavenly Sages. At that
time Telok Aver Street was the main Chinese commercial
district and between the 18505 and the 1870s it was noto-
rious for Chinese slave trade.
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Another two scenes of the Chinese
- stttlement around Telok Aver,
circa 1870
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Parcels of land in the present Chinatown like that around
Pagoda Street, Almeida Street (now Temple Street), Smith
Street, Trengganu Street, Sago Street, Sago Lane, were
leased or granted to the public in and after 1843, for the
building of residential homes and shophouses. (Main
populace of Chinatown, in fact, stayed above their
shops.) This marked the beginning of Chinatown’s phy-
sical development. Shown here is an extract of the land
title issued o Teoh Ong Chuan on 1 June 1843 for land in
Pagoda Street.

Chinatown: an album of a Singapore community
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A look at Chinatown in 1847 by [T, Thomson, this time
fraom Pearl's Hill, The open space in the foreground is the
heart of the present Chinatown which was then partially
developed
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single- and pwosstorey houses,
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Detail from 1T Thomson's map of Singa-
pore. By T840, Chinatown had expanded to
the area demarcated by Telok Aver Sireet,
singapore River, New Bridge Road and
Pagoda strect. Darkened areas on the map
indicare the developed areas which include
Upper Macao Streer, Upper Hokien Street,
Upper Chin Chew Street, Upper Cross
street and Mosque Street. Away from the
densely built-up areas were jungle clearings
at the foor of Bukit Padre (formerly Dicken-
son Hill, now Banda Street). The Por-
tuguese Missionary School or Church
which once stood on the hilltop was sur-
rounded by nurmeg trees,
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3 Contiguous houses P Coconut treas
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Detached houses | Fruit trees

i Wooden and thatched houses E*«__‘;j Forest trees
" Public buildings Mangrove swamp
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Nutmeg trees : Coral reefs
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