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Part One

The United Kingdom



Chapter 1

Geography

Obijectives

After studying the material in this chapter, you should be able to:
1. describe the location of the UK

2. identify the different parts of the UK;

3. explain how the geography influences people’s life;

4. illustrate what is Englishman like.

QUOTATION

When people say England, they sometimes mean Great Britain, sometimes the United
Kingdom, sometimes the British Isles—but never England.

How to be an Alien by George Mikes

INTRODUCTION

The following is the brief history of the UK.
® 1536—Act of Union joins England and Wales

e 1707—Act of Union unites Scotland and England, together with Wales to form the
Kingdom of Great Britain.

e 1801—The Irish Parliament voted to join the Union. The then Kingdom of Great
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Britain becomes the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.
e 1922—Name changed to United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
when most of the Southern counties in Ireland choose independence.

,

é l. The Nation

The official name of the UK is the “United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland”. It is a political term rather than a geographical union. Great Britain is the political
entity made up of England, Scotland and Wales, including their offshore islands. It does not
include the Isle of Man, the Channel Islands or Northern Ireland. British Isles is a geographical
rather than political name. It includes all the main and offshore islands of Great Britain and
Ireland, as well as the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands.

The United Kingdom is situated in Western Europe. It is bordered on the south by the
English Channel, which separates it from the continent of Europe. It is bordered on the east by
the North Sea and on the west by the Irish Sea and, the Atlantic Ocean lies between the British
Isles and America. The United Kingdom’s only land border with another nation is between
Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. It lies between 50 and 60 degree north latitude,
and roughly between 2 degree and 8 degree west longitude. The prime meridian of 10 degree

just passes through the old observatory at Greenwich.

The UK is made up of:

e Great Britain (the formerly separate realms of England and Scotland, and the
principality of Wales.)

e Northern Ireland (also known as Ulster)

e Numerous smaller islands including the Isle of Wight, Anglesey, and the Scilly,
Orkney, Shetland, and Hebridean archipelagos.

UNDERSTANDING DIVERSITY

Can you match?

S

SN

British Isles England Wales Scotland Great Britain UK



Chapter 1
Geography

L]

é I1. England

England is the biggest country in Britain, and boasts the largest city in Europe—London.
It’s also home to over 60 miles of beautiful coastline and some of the world’s best tourist
attractions. England is divided into nine distinct regions, each claims its own unique
personality, history and culture—from the rolling hills of the Cotswold’s and charming Cornish
villages, to the bustling city life of London and the dramatic coastlines of the North East.

Nearly 84% of the population of the UK lives in England, mainly in the major cities and
metropolitan areas.

The three national symbols of England are the St. George’s cross (usually seen as a flag),

the red rose and the Three Lions crest (usually seen as a badge).

England—St. George’s Cross and Three Lions Crest

»

ié, i1l. Scotland

Stunning cities, breathtaking scenery, haunting history, wonderful festivals and warm
friendly people, Scotland is all of these and more.

Scotland is a mountainous country in the north of the island of Great Britain and shares a
land border to the south with England and is bounded by the North Sea on the east and the
Atlantic Ocean on the west. Its capital city is Edinburgh.

From the inimitable variety of rural and island landscapes, to the amazing individuality of
its cities, including the elegance of the capital Edinburgh, Scotland is a proud and passionate

place with an impressive heritage and vibrant culture and identity.

Scotland—Thistle and Scottish Bluebell



PERIEF ML (HE3ChiR )
A Survey of the UK and the US (English Edition)

SKILL BUILDER

Scotland is famous for....
1.
2.
3.

é IV. Wales

Wales, bordered by England on the east, is a country with a colourful history and
spectacular landscapes, including three National Parks and five Areas of Outstanding Natural
Beauty.

Wales is rich in history, culture, myth and legend. Known as “the land of castles”, it is
home to 641 fortress—more per head than anywhere else in the world. Wales is also home to
vibrant cities, traditional villages and great tourist attractions. Welsh—the native language—is

spoken by many people here, and is one of the oldest languages in the world.

SKILL BUILDER

Why doesn’t the Welsh dragon appear on the Union Flag? What would it look like if it
did?

\‘1; V. Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland is the smallest country in Britain, and is situated in the northeast corner
of Ireland. It is steeped in history, culture and myth.

Northern Ireland lies in the northeast of the island of Ireland, covering 5,459 square miles
(14,139 km?), about a sixth of the island’s total area. Northern Ireland is the second most



