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“It is snowing outside, but spring in the greenhouses. All we can see is green and red
hearts. Whether it is sweet or sour, we have to taste it by ourselves. Whether it is spring, it
depends on people instead of weather.” Although it is cold during the Spring Festival Holiday,
our hearts were warmed. Especially for the people who picked strawberries in the countryside.

They entered spring earlier than us and added sweetness to life.

Fresh fruit queen-strawberry is available in cold weather, which is one of the results of
the development of urban modern agriculture. The integrated development of Municipality
Commission, Municipal Government, rural and urban areas leads the traditional agriculture
to modern agriculture. The new functions of production, ecology and life have been further
explored to provide better and fresher fruit and vegetables, beautiful environment and
relaxation. People’s life have been improved and enriched by the new achievements of the

construction of new countryside.

The rapid rise of strawberry industry is a typical representative. It has developed from less
than 67ha to over 670ha in just a few years, Akihime, Benihoppe and other superior cultivars are
also became well known by the citizens. More importantly, she has opened another window of
the world for Beijing agriculture —the 7th International Strawberry Symposium is going to be
held in Changping District on 18th to 22nd Feb in 2012.

To help the readers to learn more about strawberries, we have published this book. After
reading the characteristics, history, Beijing” demands, cultivars, fruit-picking garden and
anecdotes of strawberry; I believe it will taste sweet in a different way when you eat the

strawberries next time.

The International Strawberry Symposium is a new beginning. With the joint effort and
continuous innovation of the whole city, we believe both the Beijing strawberries and Beijing’
s urban modern agriculture will be better and better!

Strawberry makes life sweeter!

Agriculture makes life happier!

Editor
2012.2
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ISS is hosted by the International Society for
Horticultural Science (ISHS). It is held every four
years and known as the most prestigious event
in the world strawberry industry. The ISS is an
academic event showcasing the latest high-tech
achievements, the advanced operation philosophy
and the valuable experience in the development of
strawberry industry. It is dedicated to open up the
most influential international platform for the host
country and host city to promote local strawberry
brand and to improve the cooperation with oth-
ers. Therefore, it is referred to as “the Strawberry
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Olympics”.

Until now, six ISSs have been held success-
fully. The symposium has a broad international
reputation and influence. Especially for the host
country, ISS always plays an improving role for
the optimization and upgrading of strawberry in-
dustry. For example:

In 1989, Italy (ForliCesena province) held the
first ISS.

In 1993, US (Maryland State) held the second
ISS.

In 1997, Holland held the third ISS.
In 2001, Finland held the fourth ISS.

In 2004, Australia held the fifth ISS (5 Chi-
nese representatives). Australia changed into an
exporter from an importer in strawberry produc-
tion.

In 2008, Spain held the sixth ISS (53 Chinese
representatives). Spain became the largest exporter
of strawberry in the world.

Consequently, we can draw the conclusion
that ISS can promote not only the international
communication of strawberry research, but also
the strawberry industry and technique of the host
country.
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As required by Beijing City Government,
the representatives of Beijing Academy of
Agriculture and Forestry Sciences, Strawberry
Section of Chinese Society for Horticultural
Science and People's Government of Changping
District traveled to Spain to attend the 6th ISS,
and to bid for the 7th ISS. Thanks to the sincere
efforts made by all the parties, Beijing easily
defeated the U.S. and Japan, winning the right to
host the 7th ISS by a comfortable margin. During
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¥4 Mainland China Repre-
sentatives and Taiwan compatri-
ots celebrated the victory of the
bidding for the 7th ISS together

the whole bidding process, many touching stories
were emerging and worth to be reported. There
are over 10 farmers in the delegation. Before the
voting commences, they took advantage of all
possible opportunities to practice the spelling of
the word “China”, at the airport, at the residence
place and the conference center, preparing to vote
for their own country.

After the 2008 Olympic Games and the
7th China Flowers Expo in 2009, the fact that
the 7th ISS will be held in Beijing provides the
opportunity to open to the outside world and to
showcase the achievements of modernization
drive in the capital. It is the first time that ISS
comes to Asia, comes to China and comes to
Beijing. It is a historic breakthrough, which
indicates the status and influence of Chinese
strawberry and delivers rare opportunities for
developing Beijing strawberry industry.

Symposium theme: Health, Development
and Sharing

Slogan: Strawberry makes life sweeter
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