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One hundred and fifty kilometers west to Hangzhou, there
is Donggong Mountain in the southern part of Zhejiang province,
where the scenery is extremely beautiful with overlapping steep
peaks. A beautiful phoenix—Jingning—inhabits this mountain. The
reason why She Autonomous County of Jingning is compared to
a phoenix is that for thousands of years here have lived the She
people, the descendants of the phoenix.

Phoenix is the totem of She people. The history traces
back to the Phoenix Mountain in Guangdong province. Legend
has it that the earliest ancestor of She people, Long Qi,
by virtue of his illustrious meritorious military service, was
allowed to marry the third princess of Emperor Gao Xin.
The Phoenix Mountain was also bestowed on him. On the
grand wedding ceremony, the princess was matchlessly
beautiful with phoenix dress and phoenix coronet. Hence the
phoenix dress became the traditional clothing for She women.
Nowadays, the She women in Jingning are still well dressed
up in this way on festival days that they look like phoenix
from afar.

A place where a phoenix comes with grace to rest must
be a promised land. Jingning is full of beautiful mountains and
rivers. Hexi is a river that runs through the city and flows
all the year round. Flocks of egrets dance with the music of
the water flowing. It is also the headstream of Oujiang River
which runs 400 kilometers. The water is so clean that you
can see the bottom. The most fascinating scenic spots in
Jingning are located on both sides of the river., Dajun Historic
Village, Yunzhong Waterfall, Shangbiao lLake, VWangdongyang
Alpine Wetland, Luxi Gorge, Jiulongshan geological park.

There are many “Ji” and bridges in Jingning. “Ji”
is an ancient Chinese character which means waterfall. There
ae "ji" s everywhere in Jingning, among which Jiuchongji and
Xuehuaji are the best—known. Jiuchongji is located deep in
the virgin forests. The water drifts down the stairs profusely,
shining in the sunlight and the wavering shadows of the trees.
But Xuehuaji is quite different. The water falls from a cliff
as high as a hundred meters. The white silk—like waterfall
hits one rock after another, splashing like blizzard or blowing
snow . That's why it is called Xuehuaji (snowflake waterfall) .

With mountains and rivers come bridges. Most of the bridges
in Jingning are overhanging wooden arch lounge bridges.
Shelters are built on the bridges to protect people from the
storm. From afar, the bridges look like horizontal rainbows,
like meniscus. They have been watching for hundreds of years
quietly with the mountains, rivers and time.

Jingning is a place endowed with the fine spirits of
the universe. There are 37 national, provincial and county's
cultural relics protection units. On top of the national cultural
relics are Shisi Temple and Mei FamilyAncestral Temple .

"March 3" (of the Chinese Lunar Calendar) has been
the Black Rice Festival for the She People. Now it becomes a
holiday for all the people in Jingning. Annually on that day,
all the people enjoy the carnival by dragon and lion dancing,
shaking pots, racing pigs, singing antiphonal songs, dancing
with fire, staging Gumin opera and puppet shows, etc. In this
way, they commemorate the old days.

Located at the latitude of 30 degrees north, Jingning has
77 percentage of forest cover. Mist wreathes the hilltops all
year round and the percentage of negative oxygen ions in the
air is very high. Days with excellent air quality reach 354
a year. So it is a recognized place to preserve one’s health
in Zhejiang. For more than a thousand years, the Lei family
had multiplied his descendants into a big clan around Huiming
Temple. One day in 1910s, an official came and wanted to
take the tealeaf processed by the Lei descendants to the World
Expo held by the foreigners. When asked about the name of
the tealeaf, the villagers answered with one accord. “Huiming
Tea” | in honor of Monk Huiming. Huiming Tea and Moutai (a
well—known Chinese liquor ) were awarded gold medals in
the World Expo held in San Francisco, USA, in 1915, Since
then, the people from Jingning have got the acknowledged
Huiming Tea that they are proud of

The beauty of Jingning lies in the fragrance of its
humanistic spirits. It owns the pureness rarely seen in the
world from the mountains, from the waterfalls, and from
the shy looks of the She people. It reminds me of 4 Chinese
characters, “Mei Jing Ning Tai” . which means grand view
and peaceful life in Jingning.
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Feng 007—042

Feng is the wind. It blows from the east. Located at the latitude of 30 degrees north, Jingning
gows well like a tree in a flourishing way. From the blue sky and white clouds you can see the
change of the seasons. Its beautiful scenery is shown everywhere, just like pictures put in frames.

Ya  043—074

R, &K, E—MEENOBRE, MEE, WEW, Mgk,
8 EHIE, —k#kED R, Bk, ILERK.

Ya is the great elegance. She nationality is an old minority in the south. They come from portraits

of ancestors and color ribbons. The ancestral load on their shoulder has history on the one side and future
on the other side.
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Song is the popular praise. The humanity in Jingning is steeped in many fairy stories, buried in

the memories of folk customs, and engraved in the inherited crafts. Gone is the time, but remained is
the brilliance .
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He is the harmony. She and Han people work together with one heart in times of difficulty.

Jingning, the land with long history, is now having dreams of youth and advancing triumphantly to the
bright future with the attitude of Phoenix nirvana.
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South to the city, there lies Chimu Mountain,
towering like a huge bamboo shoot. Climbing the
mountain will give you a panoramic view of the ancient
city. Chimu Mountain is an amazing mountain where there
are stories and legends about Fairy Tang, who helped the
officials in Song Dynasty hauling woods, about Huiming,
who gave people tealeaves, and about Stiibel, a German
professor who made a field research of the She people
and through the research report introduced a mountain and
an ethnic group to the world.

On Chimu Mountain, there are many towering trees
which are so thick that a tree usually takes several
people to put their arms around it. It's hard to see the
mountain clearly because mist and rain often wreathe the
hilltops most of the time in a year. But once it is fine
with clear air, if you reach the summit of the mountain,
you will see lush trees, blue sky and white clouds.
Being in such a fantastic mountain scene, one will get a
sudden insight into life and get rid of earthly anxiety and
distress .

“Clear Mountain Ranges after Snow” is one of
the OId Eight Views of Jingning. In winter, Chimu
Mountain is another mythic world. Ice and snow makes
the mountain look like a place in the northern part of the
country, glittering and translucent .

Tower into the Clouds (left)

Peak of the Chimu Mountain (right)
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Hexi is a river that runs through the city, torrential and clear. It is compared to the
daughter of the mountain, moist and sweet. The river used to have many pebbles, with water
splashing among the pebbles. Later, flood control dams were built along the river and also water
retaining dams across the river. Since then the pebbles could not be seen any longer and the
current became gentle and quiet. At the end of spring and the beginning of summer, mountain
water pours down the Chimu Mountain. In the sky over the streams, water birds are gathering in
large numbers, most of which are egrets. Some are dancing lightly, some are pecking at small
fishes and shrimps, standing in the shallow streams. What a picturesque scene|

Hexi goes downward and intersects a river named Xiaoxi, which is the upstream water of
Qujiang River that runs 400 kilometers and strings the scenery of Jingning.

¥ % Egrets Dance
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Xiaoxi goes upwards and forms a river bend with 120 degrees at Dajun town. From the rapid stream comes a
rich triangular area. The abundant moisture makes the ancient town a beautiful girl with a slim figure.

There are Fusan Temple and Zhenlong Bridge at the western part of the ancient town. The place where
legendary Madam Ma threw her umbrella into the river and crossed the river on it later became a ferry named
Buoyant Umbrella Ferry, a pier busy in business and prosperous in life with many merchants gathering here .

A4 E (A ) Buoyant Umbrella Ferry (left)

JNE A% Xiaoxi Ferry in spring
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A Long—flowing waterfall
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My impression of Daji in winter is persimmon trees dressed with “lanterns” . These
persimmons are so sentimentally attached to the trees that they refuse to drop. Daji in winter is
like a concretionary poem. Snowflake Waterfall is frozen on the cliff, telling stories of ice and
snow. The silent Japanese Cedar King is guarding the contemplating Shisi Temple. What about Mei
FamilyAncestral Temple? At this time, it is like an old man whose whiskers are the icicles hanging
under the roof. He is recalling the prosperous passing scenes of the Mei clan in the past 500 years.
Daji is the favorite work of Jingning. People there can be proud of the national key cultural heritage
protection site—Shisi Temple—for another thousand years, not to mention the wonderful Snowflake
Waterfall, a well—known waterfall in southern part of Zhejiang province.

W ME  Enjoy watching waterfall
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