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-, Part One Listening Practice

Section A News Reports

Q? NEWS REPORT 1

Notes:
L’ Aquila n. a city in Ttaly $iZs$i

activist [' @ktivist | n. someone who works hard doing practical things to achieve so—
cial or political change ( BIRTH BIAY) FAR ¥ T sh %
G8 n. Group of Eight /\[E4H]

A.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
2

Listen to the news report and select the best answer to each question.

How much fund have leaders of the world” s wealthiest nations promised to increase food
security in poor countries? ( )

A. Twenty billion dollars. B. Two billion dollars.

C. Twenty million dollars. D. Two million dollars.

Where was the G8 summit meeting held? ( )

A. In the United States. B. In Italy. C. In Africa. D. In France.
What is the aim of G8 summit according to the passage? ( )

A. To honor past promises of food and development assistance.

B. To offer more money to the developing countries.

C. To help fight world hunger through agricultural development programs.
D. To help people get rid of poverty.

How much has the United States promised toward the three-year program? ( )
A. $3.5 million. B. $35 million.

C. $35 billion. D. $3.5 billion.

Which of the following statements is NOT true? ( )



A. The announcement followed talks just between G8 leaders.

B. While food prices have decreased from their peak last year, they remain high in histori—
cal terms.

C. The economic crisis has only pushed even more people into poverty.

D. The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization welcomed the announcement

made by the leaders of the world” s wealthiest nations.

B. Listen to the news report again and complete the paragraphs with the missing

words or phrases.

A statement noted that while food prices have decreased ( 1) last year,
they remain high in ( 2) . And the economic crisis has only ( 3)
even more people into poverty.

The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization ( 4) the an—
nouncement. But some activists say they are waiting for ( 5) . Aid groups have
been ( 6) the G8 nations to ( 7) past promises of food and de—

velopment assistance.

Q? NEWS REPORT 2

Notes:
fungus ['fangos] n.  ELH, HEEMY)
stem rust phr.  ZE£559R; FT5

Ug99 1999 4E7E 5351 IR A& B A X i J 2N BT 5 i B H Si31 Ao 3 )
(A5 BB/ VR

nutrient [' njurtriont ] n. nourishing food 3% 5, IR

reddish-brown [redif' braun | a. a shade of brown with a tinge of red ZTAA (A1)

Syria ['sirio ] n.  AUFE [FM |

commercial [ko' msxj’el] a. of or for commerce FMV( 55) WY 7 AL 1) BY




A. Listen to the news report and answer the questions briefly.

1.

N A W N

What is the new disease that farmers in Afghanistan worry about?

. How does the disease kill wheat plant?

What damage did the disease cause in Kenya?

. What does the expert urge Afghan farmers to do if they suspect stem rust in their fields?

What is the goal of the organizations of village farmers?

. Listen to the news report again and decide whether the statements are true or false.

Write a “T” ( True) in the bracket if it is true or an “F” ( False) if false.

-

) Farmers in Afghanistan have been struggling with the effects of drought and years
of conflict.

) Fungus is a form of stem rust named after its discovery in Uganda ten years ago.

) The world” s last major outbreak of stem rust took place in 1915.

) Mahmoud Solh says Ug99 would show its destructive power immediately.

) Organizations of village farmers are working to expand the supplies of the im-

proved seeds.



\N
\? NEWS REPORT 3

Notes:

shore up phr. strengthen, reinforce, or consolidate 7Z#%, ¥

implement ['implimont | v. carry out ffiAERY; FBAT, S0

priority [prai' oriti | n. right to have or do sth before others f:26( #%) ; (2% FEHIZR
boost [buist] v. to increase the strength or value of something i, H25
subsidize ['sabsidaiz | v. secure the assistance by granting a subsidy Z5T4MI4:
monsoon [mon'suin | n. the season, from about April to October, when it rains a lot

in India and other southern Asian countries Z%( 77) JX{

lentil ['lentil ] n. round flat seed of the lentil plant used for food J 5.
enforce [in'fo1s ] v. compel obedience to, make effective  SZjifii , 285, FUAT; 58
hoard [ho:d] v. save up as for future use (up) 75K , [ FH

vest [vest] v. furnish or give as a fixed right 27,457

A. Listen to the news report and decide whether the statements are true or false.
Write a “T” ( True) in the bracket if it is true or an “F” ( False) if false.

1.( ) Shoring up supplies of food is one of the steps being implemented by the Indian
government to lower prices.

2.( ) Agriculture Minister of India, Sharad Pawar, says the government will sell large
quantities of food grains being held in its stocks over the next two months.

3.( ) Prices of sugar and potatoes have tripled in recent months, and that of rice is up
by nearly 30 percent.

4. ( ) The high prices are hurting all the Indian people.

5. ) The government is hoping prices will begin to fall in the coming weeks, particular—

ly if farmers reap a good winter harvest

B. Listen to the news report again and fill in the blanks to complete the summary.

Indian government has taken some measure to lower the food prices. (1)



~ supplies of food is among the many steps ( 2) by the Indian government.

The federal government has also allowed ( 3) imports of sugar, and is ask—

ing state governments to (4) . It will also ('5) the quan-—

tities of food grains to be sold at ( 6) to low income people. The reason for

doing these is that the high prices are hurting ( 7) and poor people who

spend ( 8) of their income on food.

Q,? NEWS REPORT 4

Notes:
confectioner [kon' fekj‘gne)] n. someone who makes or sells sweets, cakes etc. B
Sl A B

Diwali n. a significant 5-day festival in Hinduism, Sikhism, and Jainism occurring
between mid October and mid November. It is also popularly known as the
Festival of Lights ( EJERSZZ H) HEAT

boom [buim] n. a quick increase of business activity {1, 50

massive ['maesiv] a. large, heavy and solid KM EE ), KIRAE [

groundnut [ graundnat | n. a North American vine with fragrant blossoms and edible

tubers; important food crop of Native Americans ¥} ;

(BzE) fe4:

wholesale ['hoaulseil ] n. selling of goods ( esp. in large quantities) to shopkeepers,
for resale to the public #lt &

stockpile ['stokpail ] n. something kept back or saved for future use or a special pur—

pose JFRIHE , [ it 4 %%

A. Listen to the news report and answer the questions briefly.

1. Why are confectioners busy preparing the traditional sweets in Diwali season?



. What did Girish Agarwal do in order to boost sales?

. Why did people buy less sweets this festival?

. What are the reasons for less production of crops?

. What has the government assured people?

. Listen to the news report again and fill in the blanks with missing words or phrases.

. Confectioners in the capital New Delhi are busy preparing the traditional sweets, which In—

dians to friends and relatives for the country’ s main Hindu festival,
Diwali.
. But Girish Agarwal, the owner of a selling sweets in Central Delhi, says

he is not seeing

. The lack of customers is not . Food prices have been jumping in the last

two months,

. The price of sugar, demand for which jumps during the festival season, is up by over 40

percent—Dboth due to in sugar production and




5. The high food prices are particularly for millions of poor Indians who

earn less than two dollars a day.

Section B Interviews

/l

QA= INTERVIEW 1

Interview with Professor Glenn Denning

about Food Security

Notes:

podeast [pod'keest] n.  $K&, ZEF HH AN —F
encompass [in' kampos | ». include as part of something broader; have as one’ s
sphere or territory 15, GL4E
micronutrient [, maikrou' njuxtrient] n. a substance needed only in small amounts for
normal body function fHiEEFE
deficiency [di'fifonsi] n. lack; the state of needing something that is absent or un—
available = Bip4
availability [, veila'biliti | n. being able to be used A%, A %5; P12 A( Bi4)
voucher ['vautfo] n. a ticket that can be used instead of money for a particular pur—
pose fUEIF

food stamp [, furd stezmp | n. a government-issued stamp that can be used in ex—
change for food B MZR( K45 H 855 B
)

utilization [, jurtilai' zeifon] n. the act of using Fi|




malaria [mo' leario ] n. a disease that is common in hot countries and that you get

when a type of mosquito bites you JERE

staple ['steipl ] a. necessary or important, esp. regarding food or commodities I

Y

surplus ['saiplos] n. a quantity much larger than is needed 3%, 214>

A. Listen to the interview and select the best answer to each question.

[a—

. Which of the following is NOT true concerning food security? ( )
A. Food security is the ability of people in household.
B. Food security at the national level is to provide the food needs to live a healthy and
productive life.
C. Food security also deals with food and nutritional security.
D. Food security only refers to the amount of food.
2. What aspects will be affected by the inadequate food, inadequate nutrition and micronutri—
ent deficiencies? ( )
A. The quality of people’s life.
B. The ability to grow and develop intellectually and socially.
C. The capabilities of the next generation.
D. All of the above.
3. What should be done first to address food problem? ( )
A. To arouse the attention of all leaders over the world.
B. To increase food production.
C. To make better use of food.
D. To make more food available in the marketplace.
4. What can be implied from the interview? ( )
A. Australia has been putting more resources in agriculture.
B. Poor countries were not themselves putting sufficient resources into agriculture and food
security issues.
C. More recently, food prices has been very high.

D. Experts have already realized that there’ s a large portion of food safety in poor coun—
9



tries.
. What did people do to increase food production according to the interview? ( )
A. They changed the main staple crops.
B. They changed the technology of growing the main staple crops.
C. They fertilized the land.
D

. They did more research.

B. Listen to the interview again and answer the questions briefly.

. What is encompassed in the Millennium Development Goals?

. How many people are living with inadequate nutrition and various kinds of micronutrient

deficiencies?

. What effect would it have on the next generation if we fail to address hunger and under—

nutrition according to Professor Glenn Denning?

. According to the report by the World Bank, what did people neglect?

. What can be done to ensure that people have access to food according to the interview?

10



C. Listen to the interview for the third time and fill in the blanks with the missing in—
formation to complete the paragraphs.

The way to address that at all levels— (1) , at the country

level, at the village level —is to think of food security as being about ( 2)

, which is ( 3) the production of food and enough to go around.

Secondly, (4) , which is ensuring that people have the incomes to

be able to purchase food in the marketplace or, (5) , if we have to

subsidize to provide vouchers or food stamps, whatever is needed to ensure that people have

access to food.

And the third is ( 6) . And what that’ s all about is that
even if you have food, you have to be able to (7) , and that means you
should be drinking clean water, you shouldn’t ( 8) malaria, and

you should understand aspects of nutrition.

e
N 4 > INTERVIEW 2

Interview with Professor Glenn Denning

about Food Security ( continued)

Notes:

point a finger at f§757

corruption [ka'rapfon] n. being corrupt  JE4k; TG W%

potential [pa'tenfal] n. the inherent capacity for coming into being ¥ /7, 7t
constraint [kon' streint ] n. being constrained  Z5T; FR$I( 8i ) PERFY)

agenda [9'dzendo | n. a temporally organized plan for matters to be attended to

WHHE
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