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. CHINESE THROUGH LISTENING
EXPLANATORY NOTES

1. For whom the course is intended |

Chinese Through Listening 1s a course intended for those
who are learning to speak Chinese in a non-Chinese envi-
ronment. It comprises three units, ranging from easy to
difficult, catering respectively to learners at the elementary,
the intermediate and the advanced level. All the lessons
are recorded on cassette tapes with corresponding scripts
and directions on how to use them. This set of tapes is
an integrated whole, but relative independence has been
allowed for each individual unit. Thus learners at different
levels can study just what is most needed from any of the
three stages. It can be used for self-study or as a supple-
ment to classroom study.
2. Aims

The general principle underlying the compilation of the
aural comprehension materials is the treating of language
as a set of signals. This provides for an entirely new ap-
proach: the training of the hearer to receive sound signals
and to understand their semantic meanings. Special dif-
ficulties in aural comprehension arising from learning Chinese
as a foreign language and peculiarities of the Chinese lan-
guage are also taken into account. The language style used
in the materials is the Putonghua (Standard Chinese) which
people in China speak every day. The entire course is aimed



at helping the learners to acquire the basic skills needed for
understanding spoken Chinese.

3. Contents
Unit A Elementary Level |
1) Rudiments of Chinese Phonetics
2) Elementary Aural Comprehension
UnitB Intermediate Level
1) Living in Beijing
2) Travelling in China
Unit C  Advanced Level
1) Broadcasts and Lectures
2) Appreciating Chinese Culture
(For each of the topics listed above, there is a cassette tape
with printed directions on how to use it.)

Besides, for reference of learners using the tapes, two more
booklets are available: The Theory and Practice of Chinese
Through Listening and A Glossary for Chinese Through
Listening |

The examiners  of Chinese Through Listening are Pro-
fessor Wang Li and Professor Zhou Youguang, with Pro-
fessor Wu Zongji as advisor in phonetics and Associate
Professor Shen Baoqing as translator.

Special thanks go to Dr. Harvey Taylor and Miss Marcia
Bliss Marks for the advice and comments on the English
translation.

Compilers: Chén Mingyuin
Zhii Zhu
Lio Ji
o June 1982
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FOREWORD

“Chinese Through Listening” consists of six volumes
of text with accompanying cassette tapes designed to aid for-
eign students in learning spoken Chinese. Tt is the first
such aid published in China for distribution abroad.

A special feature of this course is that it aims to inte-
grate effectively the results of theoretical research in mod-
ern Chinese linguistics and the data gained in phonetic ex-
periments with practical experience in teaching Chinese as
a foreign language. In phonetics, for instance, a new ap-
proach has been introduced in. the teaching of the initials,
the finals, the basic syllables and syllable combinations.
Throughout all the four stages in training listening compre-
hension, special attention has been focused on the characteris-
~ tics of the spoken word of the Chinese language, emphasiz-
ing the differences between those elements which are easily
confused and laying stress on recognizing the markers in
connected speech. |

This set of listening comprehension material presents
various situations in which spoken Chinese is used for com-
munication: everyday life in Beijing, a tour of different
parts of China, broadcasts and lectures in China and ap-
preciation of Chinese culture. Through these lively situations
the foreign students are trained to understand spoken Chinese
from simple to more and more complex sentences. New
methods of training are adopted to help the students receive
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and comprehend phonetic information. Further revisions
and improvements based on teaching experience will be made
$0 as to bring this material closer to perfection.

The Chinese language has a written record of more than
3,000 years. It is spoken by over one-fifth of the world's
population. It has no equal in length of hlstorlcal develop-
ment and scope -of geographical distribution. Although
the complicated Chinese characters make the mastery of writ-
ing Chinese a difficult academic endeavor, oral Chinese is
relatively easy to learn. It is more so since the Pmym spelling
is used all through the written text of this set of “Cliinese
Through Listening” as a tool for learning spoken Chinese,
The foreign student will find it much easier to learn since this
spelling system closely represents the actual pronunciation.

It is our hope that. this set of “Chinese Through Listen-
ing” will be a success in helping foreign students learn spoken
Chmese

Wang Li |
January 10, 1983



CONTENTS

Rudiments of Chinese Phonetics

L
IL
IIL
Iv.
V.

VL

VIL.

VIIL

X1

The Chinese Phonetic Alphabet
Initials

Finals

Basic Syllables

Tones

* Drilling on Initials

Drilling on Finals

Drilling on the Most Common Syllables

‘Drills on Syllables Ending with an

Added Retroflex “Er” Sound

‘Model Disyllabic Tone Combinations

Drilling on the Disyllabic Tone Com-
binations

10

11

24

26

28



XI11. Intensive Drill on the Easily Confused
Tone Combinations

XIII. A Compreliensive Drill on Finals,
Initials and Tones

X1V, Testing
Key to the Exercises

Glossary

31

38
40

43
45



’

RUDIMENTS OF CHINESE PHONETICS

Rudiments of Chinese Phonetics, the first part of Chinese
Through Listening, teaches you correct Chinese pronuncia-
tion and acquaints you with the 404 basic syllables in
the Chinese language. The exercises on the 110 syllables -
in common use and intensive drills on the combination
of tones are intendéd to help you learn and distinguish

the four tones.

If you have learned to say the four tones the way a
native speaker says them by the time you finish this part,
it means you are ready to move on to the next part which
teaches you the basics of understanding spoken Chinese.

I. THE CHINESE PHONETIC ALPHABET

Apame: Aa
a
Hh
ha
Oo
o
Uu

u

-

Bb

bé
I

I
Pp
pé
Vv

vé

(Hanyu Pinyin)

Cc Dd Ee
¢ d& e
Jj Kk Ll
jie ké ¢l
Qg Rr Ss
qiu  ar és
Ww Xx Yy
wa  Xi ya

Ff Gg
éf g€
Mm Nn
ém né
Tt

té

Zz
Z8A ¥

*The paragraphs between two A are recorded on the tape.



II. INITIALS

AThe Chinese syllable is usually composed of an initial
and a final, and each syllable has four different tones. The
initial is a consonant that begins the syllable and the final
is the rest of the syllable, e.g. “bang” in which “b” i
an initial and “ang” is a final.

There are 23 initials in Chinese:

b [b] p Ip] m [m] f fl w [w] -
d [d] t [t] n [n] 1 4

g [k [k ~h [x]
z [ds] ¢ [ts] s [s]
zh [ds]  ch [ts] sh [s] r 1

j Idel q [te] x [g] y [l

Please bear this in mind: The Chinese initials are not
syllabic sounds. No word in Chinese consists of only an
initial. A o

When you have listened through the list of Chinese in-
itials, compare them with the consonant sounds in your
own language and try to tell the difference between the two.

Now, with your eyes on the list, listen to the tape once again,
repeat each sound after the tape and see if you can pronounce
it properly. In the following six pairs of initials, the first

one is unaspirated, the second aspirated: b—p, d—t, g—k,
J—q, z—c and zh—ch. You may find it difficult to make
an aspirated sound and you may confuse it with an unas-
pirated one, but there is a way to tell the difference: hold a
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thin piece-of paper before your mouth and see whether it is
pushed by the air coming out of your mouth when you are
making the sounds. The paper should not stir when the
sounds b, d, g, j, z, zh are made. But it should, when
p, t, k, q, ¢, ch are pronounced. You can easily tell the
difference in this way. /

There are three more pairs of initials: zh—z, ch—c and
sh—s. The first one, a retroflex one, is made by curling the
tip of the tongue a bit towards the hard palate, the second
is made without curling the tongue. If your zh, ch and
sh do not sound right, it may be because you fail to curl the
tip of your tongue in pronouncing them. So try again and
curl the tip of yofu' tongue.

III. FINALS

AThere are 36 finals in Chinese:

a [Al o [o] e [¥] 1 P er [¥]
ai [ai] ei [eil ao fau] ou [ou]
an {an] en [on] ang [ap] eng [opn]

i _[i] ia [iA] ie [igl iao [lau] iu  [iau]
ian [ien] in [in] iang [ian] ing fin]

u fu] ua [uA] uwo [ud] uai [uail wui [uei]
uan fuan] un [uen] uang [uap] ong [wn]

i [yl e [ye] dan [yan] in f[yn] iong [yep]

You may have noticed that most of the finals in the
Chinese Phonetic Alphabet are combinations of more than
one vowel sound instead of a single vowel sound.A



