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Unit 1

Greetings and Introductions

Objectives

After studying this unit, students are expected to

. understand and use the language for greetings and introductions;

—_

2. learn to make formal and informal greetings and introductions;
3. distinguish some common confusing words while listening;

4. know how people greet each other around the world.

Lead-n

What do you say when you want to start a conversation with someone you don’t
know? You could ask him where he lives. But a sudden “Where do you live?” sounds
a little strange and rude. You could introduce yourself by saying “Hello, I'm...”
There are two kinds of introductions: introducing yourself and introducing someone
else. And there are also two kinds of greetings: formal and informal greetings. In this

unit you will learn how introductions and greetings are made.

Work with your partner , discussing the following questions , and then share your
answers with the rest of the class.
1. What would you do if some of your guests at your birthday party don’t know

each other?
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Suggested answer:

I would introduce them to one another, giving some information about each,
so that they would have enough common interests to begin a conversation. |
want everybody at my party to have fun, like old friends being together

again.

2. Have you ever introduced yourself in English? If so, when and where? If not,

are you ready to do so now?

Suggested answer:

Yes, in my first English lesson at high school. / Hello, everybody. It’s
really nice to be here to briefly introduce myself. (It’s really nice to know
you all.) My name is Hu Tao and my English name is Tony. I was born on
March 16, 1989. My major is Multimedia Technology and Design. I come
from Guangdong province. If any of you wants to learn Cantonese, please
feel free to find me. I'm always ready to teach you Cantonese. My hobby is
playing basketball, and I was on the school basketball team when I was a
junior high school student. Since then ['ve always been enjoying it very

much. Thank you.

3. What English greetings do you know? And when do we use them?

Suggested answer:

English greetings I know are: good morning, good afternoon, good eve—
ning, goodbye and good night. We all know when to use these greetings.

But “Goodbye” can be used at any time of day when people are leaving. For
certain days, holidays and other special occasions, there are special greetings
such as “Merry Christmas,” “Happy New Year,” “Happy Birthday,”

« g g
Congratulations on your promotlon” and so on.



Unit 1 Greetings and Introductions

Section One Watching, Listening & Speaking

Objectives
1. Understanding the two video episodes by watching and listening;
“ 2. Observing the behavior of the people in the videos when watching each
for the first time;
5 3. Listening for specific information to do the exercises for the two

episodes;

4. Creating role-plays using the situations presented in the mini-dialogues.

@D Video Episode One: Nice to Meet You

I. Before Watching
1. Look & Talk
Look at the following picture and answer the questions below.

1) Where are these people when this encounter occurs?

2) What is the likely relationship between them?
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Suggested answers:
1) They are on campus.

2) Probably they are fellow students.

2. Useful Language from the Video Episode

I don’t think we've met before. 3K 28R ATVAR X A A3 1t .

introduce A to B e ANB4 B

Nice to meet you. EMRIR 5%
You bet. EJ

over there B ARiA; A AR

St e PSSP gD

Match the words and expressions in Column A with their definitions in Col-

umn B.
A B
1) introduce _a. pretty good / quite acceptable
2) roommate" ;><\ b. a place that you do not mention by name
3) not bad~ ~c. tell sb. what your name is; tell two or

more people who have not met before

what each other’s names are

4) somewhere ‘d. person you share a room with, esp. at

college

I[I. While Watching
1. Watching & Observing
A. Watch the video and then decide whether each of the following statements
is true (T) or false (F).
1) At the beginning of the video Michael and Bill are talking happily outside

their dorm. ( F)
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Bill shakes his head to mean he doesn’t know Shelley. ()
Michael waves his hand at Shelley and greets her. (T)

Shelley is puzzled when Michael waves his hand at her. ()

Bill greets Shelley first. ()

Finally the three of them walk towards the teaching building. ( I)

. Choose the correct verb to complete each sentence below.

Shelley s behavior tells us that she (is, isn7) a shy young woman.

Bill’s behavior shows that he (is, isn’t) interested in getting to know Shelley.
Shelley ( offers, doesn’t offer) her hand to shake hands with Bill.

Bill’s behavior tells us that he (is, isn’t) a friendly person.

Both Shelley and Bill ( have something, don’t have anything) in their hands.
Shelley and Bill ( furn, don’t turn) their eyes towards where Michael

points to.

Watching & Listening for Information

. Watch the video again and then decide who speaks the following lines.

Write M for Michael, B for Bill and S for Shelley.
I don’t think we’ve met before. ( B)

Hi, Michael. (S)

This is my new roommate, Bill. ( M)

Nice to meet you, too. (B)

Shall we sit down somewhere and talk? ( M)

. Watch the video another time and number the events in the order they

happen.

Michael introduces Bill to Shelley.
Michael greets Shelley.

. Michael and Shelley greet each other.
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d. Michael, Bill and Shelley leave and go somewhere to talk.

e. Shelley comes out of the teaching building.

Suggested answers:

1. e 2. b 3. a 4. ¢ 5.d
Script:
Michael: Bill, do you know Shelley?
Bill: I don’t think we’ve met before.
Michael: Then let me introduce you to her. Hi, Shelley!
Shelley: Hi, Michael! How are you?
Michael: Not bad. Shelley, this is my new roommate, Bill.
Shelley: Hi, Bill! Nice to meet you.
Bill: Nice to meet you, too.
Shelley: Michael has told me a lot about you.
Bill: Only good things, I hope.
Michael: You bet. Shall we sit down somewhere and talk?

Bill & Shelley: Sure.

Michael: Let’s sit over there.

3. Watching & Speaking

1) Watch the video again, with a 2) Watch the video once more, with a
female student doing Shelley’s male student doing Michael’s voice.

voice.
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3) Watch the video another time, with 4) Watch the video one last time, with
a male student doing Bill’s voice. two male students and one female
student doing all the voices for the

whole conversation.

@) Video Episode Two: Just Call Me David

I. Before Watching
1. Look & Talk
Look at the following picture and do the tasks below.

1) Where do you think the scene takes place, at home or at a hotel?

2) Discuss with your partner the ages and the relationships between the characters.
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Suggested answers:
1) At home, I think.
2) 1 think they are friends. Maybe a middle-aged couple is/are meeting with

a young couple.

2. Useful Language from the Video Episode

I"d like to introduce... KNG
How do you do? R4
Pleased to meet you. TERAR 5% .

I've heard so much about you. X ff.
Come and meet a friend of... RILIL--+--- 89— AP Ao

nice of sb. (to do sth.) EA(PIEE) A7
nvite v. ik

L S SO e

Cultural Tips

1)

When introducing people, remember to introduce first a man to a woman, a
younger person to an older person, a person of lower rank to a person of higher
rank. Men usually shake hands when they are introduced to other men. It is
the woman’s choice whether or not to shake hands when introduced to a man,
and the man should wait for the woman to offer her hand. ( /=& M- 0,
Bie B AN B KL e BN B K AR E B G H .
MANBLH Lo, TR BFLTELRTF 22, B EMF v F B4
fehrLiEF )

How do you do?: This is used as a formal greeting when you meet somebody
for the first time. The usual reply is also “How do you do?” ( £ EX %44
KiBILEAFHZRHE “How do you do?” ® AL A “How do you do?”)
When you meet people, you say “Good morning” before 12: 00, “Good after—
noon” from about 12: 00 till around 17: 00 and “Good evening” from then on.

“Hello” or “Hi” are more informal but can be used at any time. When



