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College Road Trip

Dads don’t know everything. We just try to do the best we can.

Mel, this is what you gotta do. Go in there with all
confidence. Keep your head up. And do your best. All you can
do is win.

S

e To get acquainted with the American college application process

— College Road Trip

e To understand American parent-child relationship

e To improve the skills of spot dictation

Before You Watch

El Have you heard about “Open House"? Please first read the
following paragraph about “Open House” from Wikipedia.

An “open house” is an event held at an institution whereby its doors are
open to the general public so as to allow people to become familiar with that
institution and to gain information on it. These are often held at schools and
universities in the United States and Canada, to attract prospective students,
familiarize them (and their parents) with facilities, allow new students
to become familiar with facilities and meet others, or to open informal

| communication channels between school staff and students and parents.

Unit1 College Road Trip



Now discuss the following questions with your partner.

a. What are the benefits of attending an Open
House?

b. If your present university is going to offer an

Open House, as a freshman, how are you going

to contribute to it? What do you want to tell to

the prospective students?

F1 Suppose both Georgetown University and Northwest
University are your desired universities. Visit the websites
of these two universities and make a choice based on your
research.

Georgetown University Northwest University

Location

History

Academic

Departments

Student Life

Tuition

| -
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l. Vocabulary

riveting foam sarcastic hypothetically freak
awesome lemonade frat overprotective

Il. Listening for Main Ideas

This episode is Melanie’s college
trip to Northwest University. What did
she experience there? Do you think she is

going to choose this university?

lil. Listening for Details

El Choose the best answer to each of the following question
according to what you hear.

(1) According to the guide, parents’ weekend will be _
A. in November B. three weeks later
C. in December D. three days later
(2) James allows Melanie to check out the campus with Nick alone because
A. Nick looks like a reliable guy
B. Northwest University is safe
C. he wants Nick to persuade Melanie to go to Northwest University

D. he wants Melanie to know more people from Northwest University

Unit1 College Road Trip



(3) Which of the following is NOT the reason that Nick thinks it is

awesome to go to college close to home?

A. Free laundry. B. Lower cost.

C. Home-made food. D. Private place to study.
(4) When Melanie says, “Off the chain”, she means __

A. out of control B. beyond imagination

C. boring D. crazy and exciting

(5) James teases Nick because

A. Nick fails to persuade Melanie to go to Northwest University
B. he thought Nick brought Melanie to a frat party
C. Nick is his deputy

D. Nick leaves Melanie alone

F3 Fill in the blanks according to what you hear.

Guide:

And that’s how, in (1) , the university named the
surrounding town “Evanston”, in honor of its (2) ;
John Evans. He was a doctor and a builder and boring, boring,

boring. Questions?

(GRUNTING)

Guide:
Greenhut:
Guide:
Doug:

Wendy:
Guide:
Doug:
Guide:
Doug:
Guide:

Doug:

Dad:

Guide:
Melanie:

4  WImE: EES

Are you sure?

Yes. Please, please, please.

Go ahead.

Hi. Doug Greenhut, BPT. (3) Parent in Training.
(BOTH LAUGHING) We’re up here from (4) on our
big “college road trip”. This is Wendy, my daughter.

Hi, I’'m Wendy Greenhut. CST, College Student in Training.

You have a question, (5) ?

I was just wondering, when is parents’ weekend?

It’s early November.

What? That’s three months after school starts.

Any other (6) questions? (GRUNTING) Yes. (IN
HIGH-PITCHED VOICE) Mr. School Spirit, with (7) __
Disregard his (8) tone, James.

How does Northwestern compare to other universities, like
Georgetown, for example?

(SCOFFS) Georgetown? We’re better than Georgetown.

Excuse me. (9) speaking, if your dad was an

.
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overprotective control freak and lived (10) _ miles away
from Northwestern, then would you go to Georgetown?
ALL: Yeah.
Dad: Who said that? Who said it?
Melanie: Iknew this was a bad idea.

frisode @

l. Vocabulary

donut chorus as mad as a hatter jinx

Il. Listening for Main Ideas

In this episode, you will see
two different father-daughter -
relationships. In what way are they
different from each other? Which
one do you prefer?

lll. Listening for Details

El Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

(1) James and Melanie bump into Doug and Wendy again, who
offer them a ride since James’ car breaks down.
_ (2) James, Melanie and Trey are all annoyed by Doug and
Wendy’s singing.
_ (3) James knows nothing about Cooper Program before Wendy

mentions it.

Unit 1
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(4) Wendy also plans to study abroad with Melanie.

(5) James gives Doug gas money as a return of his help.
F3 Fill in the blanks according to what you hear.

Wendy: 1don’t believe it!
(SQUEALING)
Doug: Shiverme (1) .
(BOTH LAUGHING)
Doug: In the words of my favorite ride ever, “It’s a small world after all”.
James: What are you guys doing here?
Doug: Well, me and the little “cowgirl”.
(IMITATING SHOOTING)
Just picking up a dozen (2) _ before we hit the “rodeo”.
What about you?
James: We just had a little trouble with the car.
(BOTH MOAN)
(WHISPERING)
Doug: Well, new friend, your luck just changed.
(BOTH SINGING)
Doug and Wendy:
We wish you a Merry Christmas.
We wish you a Merry Christmas.
We wish you a Merry Christmas.

And a Happy New Year.

(SQUEALING)

Wendy: 1 just love Christmas (3) __ . Don’t you? Just give me a
(4) __ of Joy to the World, and I’'m as mad as a hatter!

(LAUGHING HYSTERICALLY)
Trey: (WHISPERING) They’re crazy.
Melanie: Tknow.
Doug: So, JP, looking forward to the big day?
James: What day is that?
Doug: The day our (5) little ones “(6) __ to
Buffalo”. I gotta tell you, this road trip has been the greatest

experience for Wendy and I. I mean, there’s just so much to talk
about.
Wendy: Yeah, it’s like we’re getting to know each other all over again.

Jinx!

6 IR EEEmEY 3{2?2



Doug:
(SINGING)
Doug and

DOUG:

Wendy:
Doug and

Wendy:
Melanie:
Wendy:
Melanie:
Wendy:
James:
Wendy:
James:
Doug:
James:

Doug:

James:
Doug:

James:
Doug:

Wendy:

Jinx!

Wendy:

Getting to know you,

getting to know all about you.

(SINGING) Getting to like you,

getting to hope you like me,

I like you.

I like you, too!

Wendy:

It was an itsy-bitsy teeny-weeny

yellow polka-dot bikini

that she wore for the first time today.

So, Melanie, what other schools are you looking at?
Actually, I have an interview at Georgetown.

Wow! Georgetown, great school! So what would you study?
Pre-law. I want to get into the Cooper Program.

The Cooper Program, no way! I always wanted to go to Japan.
Japan? What about Japan?

Sure, you study abroad at their sister school. Tokyo, right?
Tokyo?

Here you go.

Look, Doug. I really (7) this, man. Can I help you out
with(8)__ _ , anything?

Gas money?

Yeah.

We charge (9) _ in this family.

(DOUG GUFFAWING)

One more for luck!

Thank you.

You mean... (SINGING) So long, farewell
Auf Wiedersehen, adieu

Adieu, adieu

To you and you and you

(HUMMING)

See you!

Bye! I call shotgun!

Unit1 College Road Trip



