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We should establish the ambition with stronger confidence, seize the
opportunity and work at one fling. We should mobilize the people of the
whole province to participate in the water treatments, strengthen the im-
plementation, and be determined to win the battle against water pollution.

——Xia Baolong, Secretary of the CPC Zhejiang Provincial Com-
mittee, from the first meeting work report of “Five-water Governance”

leading group of Zhejiang province.
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The spring waters of blue as sapphire flow

So fair is the River's South,

Where pretty scenes did I well know.

The sunrise basks the blooms in fiery glow,

And the spring waters of blue as sapphire flow.
How can my nostalgia cease for the River's South?

——Memory for River’'s South written by Bai Juyi

When Bai Juyi left Hangzhou with a feeling of melancholy 1190
years ago, he wrote down this well-known poet to describe the grace
and elegance of the Yangtze River’s South.  “The sunrise basks the
blooms in fiery glow, and the spring waters of blue as sapphire flow.”
The beauty of River's South is closely related to water. For the sake of
the public benefits, the first measure Bai Juyi applied was the water
treatment as soon as he resumed office as the provincial governor of
Hangzhou in 882 A. D. And this measure went on continuously until he
left. During his term of office of one year and ten months in Hangzhou,
many classic stories regarding water treatment had been left and eulo-

gized until now. For instance, he took the pressure to irrigate the farm-

lands with the water of West Lake against all odds, making the West
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The spring waters of blue as sapphire flow \‘

Lake the source of lifesaving water for the droughty farmlands. Also,
he encouraged to dig multiple wells and improved the drinking water
quality for the residents. And so on.

The spring waters of blue as sapphire flow, that was his memory of
the River's South. One thousand years later, our rivers have become
turbid, and some rivers are even stinky when the weather gets warm in
the spring. The passers-by have to hold their nose, let alone admire the
beautiful scene of that “the sunrise basks the blooms in fiery glow”.

“Row and row, row your boat to Grandma’s Bridge”. The creak of
oars and the surface of water like the mirror are the best memory of the
South China for numerous overseas Chinese people. Water, is the part-
ner when growing up as well as the life friend. However, in the last
twenty or thirty years, we have gradually forgotten water, which is in-
dispensable in life. When looking back, we suddenly found out the
“Grandma’s Bridge” may still be there, but the once clear “Mother Riv-
ers” is already turbid. The memory of the South China would gradually
fade with the polluted water, and nostalgia would disappear with clear
rivers.

In the winter of 2013, a voice, a powerful voice, made all the Zhe-
jlang people, home or abroad, inspired and delighted. That is “Five-wa-
ter Governance” !

“Clearing of three kinds of rivers, two safeguards and two trans-
formations” «ee--- Polluted rivers, stinky rivers and trash rivers would
be disappearing. Sewage would be totally treated. Industries would be
upgraded and developing in an intensive and ecological way. .....

Every word spoken by Xia Baolong, secretary of Zhejiang Provin-
cial Party Committee, is just what the people of Zhejiang thought.

“Fing the rivers to swim in” would no longer be a helpless dream.

5



” — Blueprint for “Five—water Governance”

“Inviting the director of Environmental Protection Bureau to swim in
the river” would no longer be lingering embarrassment.

“Beautiful scenery is the golden hill. ” Zhejiang would tie the “wa-
ter treatment” and “industrial transformation” together, and would
force transformation by the water quality index as the hard constraint,
so as to end extensive growth pattern which is excessive relying on re-
sources and environment contaminating. The short-term shock is for the
long-term green and sustainable development.

No more than the clear rivers on the doorstep can stimulate our
sense of identity. Who dare to say that “three rivers elimination” is not
a big deal when you close your eyes thinking about clear water but end
up looking at the pollution. In deed, it should be a spontaneous action
of all the people in Zhejiang. Tourists from afar deserve a surprise, and
childhood of Zhejiang children deserves good memory. And overseas
Chinese people deserve beautiful nostalgia.

Of course, the elimination of pollution formed in decades cannot be
finished in days or by any single force. For enterprises, they should re-
flect on what they did in the past, and realize that the survival mode of
polluting would not last for long. The transformation and upgrading
would be the ultimate solution. For the public, everyone should think
for the future generations, and get rid of any bad habits that would pol-
lute the water environment. The “Five-water Governance” will only be
realized when the whole society are moving up and taking responsibili-
ties.

Everyone is expected to take an action. Every person, regardless of
age, wealth, rank or occupation, should put their hearts and souls to
join in water treatment, and make efforts to contribute to the “Five-wa-

ter Governance” with their own practical action.
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Zhao Jiana, the author of this book, is a graceful woman of the
South. She has taken action quietly when she hears the trumpet of
“Five-water Governance”. She is a common English teacher at the In-
ternational Communication Department in our college. Busy in teaching
everyday and caring for little boy, her life is very full and compact. It
seems that she doesn't have spare time to care for the current politics,
and the college didn’t assign tasks of “Five-water Governance” for her.
While someday back in school, seeing a thick, Chinese-English bilin-
Blue-

gual book named Elegy to Green Mountains and Clear Streams
print for “Five-water Governance” on my desk, I was deeply touched.

After carefully reading this book, I am impressed by the excellent
parts in the book. The precise and vivid complement each other. The
words are simple but profound by teaching through lively activities. She
integrated the “Five-water Governance” with popular science, giving
wide publicity both domestically and abroad. The publishing of this
book will improve not only the provincial investment environment, but
also the reputation of Zhejiang.

When I learned that she often stayed up late for writing the book,
and locked herself in the room for the whole summer holiday, and she
often sat in front of the computer for six or seven hours running, even
didn’'t have time to take her 4-year-old son to the children’s park, my
eyes are full of tears---

The spring waters of blue as sapphire flow. Chinese dream, the
dreams of spring river's. “Five-water Governance” makes Zhejiang even

more beautiful.

Fu Ningping
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