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Ancient Pagodas In Zhengding‘

Hallo, my dear friends}! From all parts of
the world you came here in Zhengding, a well-
known ancient town in Hebei,Maybe you have
just visited the Longxing Monastery where th-
ere are many ancient buildings,The huge stat-—
ue of Buddha and the beautiful frescoes and the
forest of steles inside the monastery perhaps
have left you deeb impression, But, if you are
still interested in sight-seeing, please visit so-
me other historical sites in the town,

During the 1000-year long period(from No-
rthern Qi to the Mid-Qing Dynasty), Zhengding
had remained a town of great importance, Ap-
art from its prosperous economy and splendid
culture, it bristled with fine buildings, Altho- /
ugh a thousand years passed and it had changed
much, there still remain four different pagodas
except the Longxing Monastery in the town,

Pagoda, stemming from India and called
“SUDUPO”, means accumulation, that is the
accumulation of earth and stone on a tomb to
mark it, After the death of Sakyamuni,the fo-
under of Buddhism, his disciples burned Lis bo-
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dy and got many fine sparkling pearls,To bury
these pearls seperately, many pagodas were bu—
ilt,From then on, pagodas became one kind of
Buddhist architecture, At that time the struc-—
ture of a pagoda was very simple, with only a
base in the bottom, a semispheric cover in the
middle on which there was a cubic box conta-
ining the pearl, and three layers of canopies
on the top, These pagodas were filled with
earth that was only for commemoration,In the
Han Dynasty,pagoda came into being in China
.with the introduction of Buddhism, Combining
with the construction style which was popular
in China then, the pagoda had its special Ch—~
inese way, As time went by, its structure and
form changed gradually, and it was used not
only for the religion but for communications,

military affairs, beautification of scenery, and
so on., Nevertheless, most pagodas were built
for religious purpose and were an important pa—
rt of a Buddhist temple, This is true of the
four pagodas in Zhengding. They belong to four
separate temples, which are out of existence
today owing to erosion by wind and rain as

well as disasters,
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