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Christopher Alexander, winner of the first medal for research ever
awarded by the American Institute of Architecis, is a practising architect
and contractor, Professsor of Architecture at the University of Califormia,
Berkeley, and Director of the Center for Environmental Structure.

A Pattern Language is the second in a series of books which describe an
entirely new attitude to architecture and planning. The books are intended
to provide a complele working alternative to our present ideas about
architecture, building, and Planning an alternative which will, we
hope, gradually replace cumrent ideas and practices.

volume | THE TIMELESS WAY OF BUILDING
tolume 2 A PATTERN LANGUAGE

volume 3 THE OREGON EXPERIMENT
volume 4 THE PRODUCTION OF HOUSES

volume 3 A NEW THEORY OF URBAN DESIGN
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USING THIS BOOK

A PATTERN LANGUAGE

Volume 1, The Timeless Way of Building , and Volume 2, A
Pattern Language , are two halves of a single work. This book pro-
vides a language, for building and planning; the other book provides
the theory and instructions for the use of the language. This book
describes the detailed patterns for towns and neighborhoods,
houses, gardens, and rooms. The ather book explains the discipiine
which makes it possible to use these patterns (o create a building or a
town. This book is the sourcchaook of the timeless way; the other is
its practice and its origin.

The (wo books have evolved very much in parallel. They have
been growing over the last eight years, as we have worked on the
one hand to understand the nature of the building process, and on
the other hand to eonstruct an actual, pessible pattern language. We
have been forced by practical considerations, to publish these two
books under separate covers; but in fact, they form an indivisible
whole. 1t is possible to read them separately. But to gain the insight
which we have tried to communicate in them, it is essential that you
read them both,

The Timeless Way of Building describes the fundamental na-
ture of the task of making towns and buildings. It is shown there,
that towns and buildings will not be able 1o become alive, unless
they are made by all the people in sociely, and unless these people
sharc a common pattern language, within which to muke these
buildings, and unless this common pattern language is alive itseld.
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In this book, we present one possible pattern language, of the
kind called for in The Timeless Way. 'Fhis language is extremely
practical. It is a language that we have distilled from our own build-
ing and planning effons over the last eight years. You can use it to
work with your ncighbors, to improve your town and neighborhood.
You can use it to design a house for yourself, with your family; or
to work with ather people to design «n office or a workshop or a
puablic building like a school. And vou can use it to guide you in the
actual process of construction.

The clements of this language arc cntities called patterns. Each
pattern describes a problem which occurs over and over again n our
environment, and then describes the core of the solution to that
problem., in such a way that you can use this solution a million times
aver, without ever doing it the sume way twice.

For convenience and clarity, each pattern has the same format.
First, there is a picture, which shows an archetypal example of that
pattern. Second, after the picture, each pattern has an introductory
paragraph, which sets the context for the pattern, by explaining
how it helps to complete certain larger patterns. Then there arc
three dizronds to mark the beginning of the problem. After the dia-
monds there is a headline, in bold type. This headline gives the
essence of the problem in one or two sentences. After the headiine
comes the body of the problem. This is the longest section. It des-
cribes the empirical background of the pattern, the evidence for its
validity, the range of different ways the paitern can be manifested in
a building, and so on. Then, again in bold type, like the headline,
s the solution— the heart of the pattern — which describes the field
of physical and social relationships which are required to solve the
stated problem, in the stated context. This solution is always stated
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