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Editorial

Editorial

Confucius Institute at North South University in Bangladesh, the first Confucius
Institute in South Asia, was officially established on February 14, 2006 in partnership
with Yunnan University. At present, it has five affiliated Chinese teaching sites, with
annual registered learners exceeding 2, 000. Since its inception, under the leadership of
Confucius Institute Headquarters, through robust cooperation and joint efforts by the
two partnering universities, Confucius institute at North South University has been ac-
tively engaged in Chinese teaching and cultural exchanges, and achieved great results,
adapting to local conditions, overcoming difficulties, blazing new trails, and adhering
to the guidelines of serving the society with firm foothold at the university.

The training base for graduate students in international Chinese language teaching
from Yunnan University was set up at Confucius Institute at North South University in
2011. As a new starting point of cooperation and exchange between Yunnan University
and North South University, it not only provides the students with an internship and
practice platform overseas, but also effectively resolves the Institute’s problem of teach-
ers shortage. The first batch of volunteer graduate students (10 ) in international Chi-
nese language teaching from College of International Students at Yunnan University was
dispatched in July the same year. The arrival of volunteer teachers infused new energy
to Confucius Institute at North South University in Bangladesh.

While teaching Chinese language and promoting Chinese culture in Bangladesh,
these volunteer teachers got involved in the Institute’s research on localized Chinese
language teaching methods and materials in Bangladesh, and completed their post —
graduate theses. Based on statistical investigation, their theses made preliminary analy-
sis and research on the present situation of Chinese language teaching in Bangladesh,
and put forward valuable ideas and suggestions on localized instructions of four basic
skills, that is, listening, speaking, reading, and writing, thereby offering first — hand
materials for research on Chinese Language teaching in Bangladesh.

$ 3.
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In order to initiate the research on Chinese Language teaching in Bangladesh, to
provide better guidance on local Chinese teaching, the theses of the ten volunteer
teachers are revised and compiled into this book. To my knowledge, this is the first at-
tempt at conducting a thorough and systematic research on Chinese language teaching
in Bangladesh, and perhaps in the South Asia as well. Thus our humble effort is to
pave the way for future research.

To facilitate reading and research, each thesis in this book contains two parts: ab-
stract in English and the main text in Chinese. While refining each English abstract,
we have maintained the original shape and content of each thesis. We hope our col-
leagues, who are teaching Chinese in Bangladesh, will join the Confucius Institute at
North South University Management Forum and contribute to the international promo-
tion of Chinese language.

Finally I would like to take this opportunity to convey special thanks to Professor
Zhang Gaoxiang, the other editor of this book. As the first Chinese Director of Confu-
cius Institute at North South University, Professor Zhang has been providing guidance
to the development of the Institute, and authored the opening article “Compendium of
Bangladeshi History and Culture ( Ancient Times) .” It is also due to his inspiration
that this book has come into being. My heartfelt thanks also go to Confucius Institute
Headquarters, Yunnan University and North South University in Bangladesh. I thank
Dr. Khaliquzzaman Elias, my respected colleague and Host Director, and Dr. Yuan
Yan, Dean, College of International Students, Yunnan University for their constant
support. Thanks also to the teachers of the graduate students, all teachers and students
of North South University, and all friends to the Confucius Institute who support Chi-
nese language teaching in Bangladesh.

Errors and lapses are unavoidable and the responsibility is ours. But we always

welcome suggestions for improvement from scholars and experts of Chinese language

teaching.
Confucius Institute Zhou Mingdong
North South University Chinese Director

Dhaka, Bangladesh
December 23, 2012



Foreword

Foreword

More than four hundred years ago when Francis Bacon (1561 —1626) wrote,
“Reading make the full man, conference the ready man, and writing the exact man,”
he included nearly all the four skills of language learning speaking and listening being
obviously in the act of conferencing. This statement is true not only of learning one’s n-
ative language, but of learning a second language as well.

Teaching a foreign language is even harder than learning it. Teaching has different
methods and the teacher has to know the method that will suit the particular student or
group of students best. The teacher needs to know a number of other factors including
the aptitude, the mind, and the social and intellectual background of the student and
the logic of the language which is native to the second language learner. As language
teaching theories need constantly to be testified by the empirical application, theory
and practice must reciprocate and complement each other, so the methods undergo
modification all the time. Depending on the uniqueness of each individual, her/his so-
cial milieu, methods of the second language teaching needs also to adjust.

In this volume, a number of research articles have been compiled. These articles
are the results of a teaching practicum report that the internship students from Yunnan
University wrote out of their own experience of teaching Chinese at Confucius Institute
at North South University and at some middle schools in Dhaka. Naturally, the essays
reflect the critical firsthand observation gained from the virgin soil of Chinese teaching/
learning in Bangladesh.

I am confident that these works will provide useful material for further research on
teaching Chinese in a country where colonial legacies of English are too strong to allow
the growth of enthusiasm for another language however old and rich and resourceful that
language may be.

Ms. Zhou Mingdong, a Director of CI at NSU, has supervised and edited these
writings. Having a long experience in teaching Chinese to speakers of other languages

. 5.
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in China, Thailand, and now in Bangladesh, she has developed a commendable skill
in teaching Chinese to international students. We are glad to have published this useful
book from Confucius Institute at North South University — CI which has a long experi-

ence of offering Chinese courses at different levels.

Khaliquzzaman Elias

Director
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Compendium of Bangladeshi Culture and History
(Ancient Times)

K % A
Zhang Gaoxiang

PREFACE

On February 13, 2006, as the first Chinese teacher at Confucius Institute at North
South University, I set my feet on the land of this mysterious country, both nervous
and expectant. Before that, in order to acquaint myself with some basic knowledge a-
bout this country, I had tried to collect Bangladesh — related writings, and was aston-
ished to find the rarity of monographs on its history and culture, with only a few writ-
ings providing a general introduction on the history, politics, and economy, etc. in
Bangladesh. Talking with friends, I was dumbfounded to hear some of them terming it
as an African country. After several months of working in Bangladesh, deeply touched
by the warmth and kindness of Bangladesh people, the idea of writing a book that pro-
vides a thorough introduction on Bangladesh history and culture came into being. After
returning home, although Ma Jiaqi and Lu Baiya, my Bangladeshi students, sent me
several classics as an encouragement for me to carry on this work, but it deadlocked
due to my tight schedule. When I went to Bangladesh to discuss project plans of China
— Bangladesh Studies Centre, under the invitation of Ms. Zhou Mingdong, the third
Director of Confucius Institute, it was decided that the two of us would write a book ti-
tled Bangladesh History and Culture, as one of the projects of China — Bangladesh
Studies Centre. This project is now under way smoothly.

The Compendium of Bangladesh Culiure and History was written in haste.
Ms. Zhou invited me to join her in compiling a collection of thesis written by graduates

el



R EDGEZ R (1)

on Chinese teaching in Bangladesh, and asked me to write an article of brief introduc-
tory on Bangladesh history and culture. I also wanted to take this opportunity to sort out
my thoughts, therefore 1 wrote it perfunctorily in the form of compendium, based on
earlier preparations, to first introduce Bangladesh’s ancient history and culture, while
its modern and contemporary history will be introduced in successive writings in tandem
with the progress of research.

In this article, the historical and cultural development of Bangladesh is divided
into Maurya Dynasty, Gupta Dynasty, Ganda Kingdom, the Pala Dynasty, Sena Dy-
nasty, early Muslim rule period, Sultan rule period, and Moghal Dynasty, referring to
the classification in Bangladesh Studies. I regret that due to shortage of time and limita-
tion of space, the briefness of this article has left many details to be filled up by read-
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