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Skills of Public Speaking
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Sample:
Topic: My Good Father
Speech Purpose: To inform my audience about the kindness of my father.
1. Father loves mother most kindly.
A. He never hurts Mom with harsh words.
B. He tries his best to help Mom with the housework.
II. Father reasons with us children when we do things wrong.
A. He reasoned with me when I took his favorite record of music out to show
off and damaged it.
B. He reasoned with my classmate Hong when we quarreled.
II1I. Father kept helping our neighbors out of trouble.
A. He helped the Wangs when their house caught fire.
1. He gave them our new quilts.
2. He invited them to eat in our home.
3. He comforted them.
B. He helped the Changs when their baby was terribly ill.
1. He stopped a car and went to the hospital with the baby and her mother.
2. He borrowed money from friends to cover the hospital expenses.
I'V. Father never refuses to help a beggar.
A. He helped the beggars when they came to our door.
B. He helped them when he ran into them down the streets.
V. Father helped the people in flood-stricken areas.
A. He donated money.
B. He donated clothes.
VI. Conclusion: Father would be among the God’s chosen few, if there were
Heaven.
LB 2CHE 4 - RG] ] 2 ik 2 A8 U AZ D A 2 o VR A] DA UL
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Sample:
Topic: My Good Father

Speech Purpose: To inform my audience about the kindness of my father.



I. Kindness to Mom
A. Warm language.
B. Help with housework.
II. Kindness to children
A. My own experience.
B. His talk with my classmate.
II1. Kindness to our neighbors
A. His help of the Wangs
1. Quilts.
2. Dinner.
3. Consolation( ZZ/gf).
B. His help of the Changs
1. Renting a car for them.
2. Borrowing money for them.
IV. Kindness to beggars
A. Beggars at the door.
B. Beggars down the streets.
V. Kindness to strangers in trouble
A. Money.
B. Clothes.

VI. Conclusion: A model citizen for others to learn from.
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Sample:

XK

You are being chased by an object of unspeakable horror, yet your legs can only
move in slow motion. Each step takes unbearably long and your frantic struggle to
run faster is hopeless. Your pursuer gets closer, and your desperation( 4%® )turns to
terror. You know you are not going to escape. You can’t breathe, and you gulp for air
that isn’ t there. You are completely helpless — eye to eye with death.



Then you wake up, gasping for air, your heart pounding(FF-I'F#k), your face
clammy with sweat. It takes a few minutes for you to reorient yourself to reality, for
your heart and breathing to slow down. You reassure yourself that it was “just a
dream”. Soon you drift back to sleep.
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Sample:

My topic “The Widening Gap Between the Rich and the Poor” is strongly
related to an overwhelming question, transcending mere technical or economic
developments, namely: In the 21st century, will morality, with its roots in compassion
and generosity, be the dominant force in governing human relationships? Or will the
new century extol power for its own sake and—in a world divorced from ethical
principles—exalt greed, hypocrisy and forces as the normal pattern for life? (The
Widening Gap Between the Rich and the Poor, Vital Speeches of the Day, Jan. 15,
1996.)
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Sample:

Parents can be the cruelest people alive. A three-year-old is brought to the
hospital with cigarette burns all over the body. An under-nourished (& 74~ K. ) eight-
year-old is kept chained to his bed for months. An eleven-year-old is kept for years
locked up in a brooder house. And an infant has his skull crushed by a loving father.
Yes, I know, you have reason to groan, but these examples are just the beginning of a
long list of events you have read in the newspapers. There are other events so
gruesome( ] T4 1), & N RS F)) they can’t even be printed in our local newspapers.
What makes a mother or a father so neurotic(ffiZ5J5[1'1)? What causes them to
develop the battered-child syndrome( £ 5 4iE)?
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Sample:

Have you ever noticed that more and more people express themselves with their
own music, clothes, and languages nowadays? Have you noticed the difference
between the young people in the seventies and today? In some ways, music, clothes,
and languages are the symbol of an individual, but all these are very superficial. To
really understand ourselves, to be a man fit for the rapidly developing 21st century,
we as individuals must take part in social activities, and more importantly, find our
true value.

FELLC NAEGHE” D s b s UF B« AT Dl B A E R 5 507
BEI), 5IAWTARE S 5 2 M TG .

5. il

AT B W 2, i v 0 A R 155 19 R T SR ) 5 Jm) R e
S N MRS I NRSE, i L B A T AR W AR LR
Fai. HIHCEE Tk, SORPRANE A B PRI, ) A T W PE 2L, P i
LR U DI R .

Sample:

There is a story about a farmer with whom I think we can all sympathize. One
morning he announced to his wife that he was going out to put oil in the tractor. He
knew that the oil was low, so he left a little early to do that. He found out, though, that
the oil was lower than he thought, so he decided to go to the shop to get more. On the
way there he noticed that the pigs looked a little hungry, so he decided to go to the
corn crib to get some more feed for them. Seeing the sacks of feed, he was reminded
that probably, by now, the potatoes were rotting, so he went to the potato pit. On the
way to the potato pit he was reminded that his wife had specifically said that she
wanted wood in the house that morning. On the way to the house with an armload of
wood he had stopped to cut, he saw that the gate to the pasture was open and the
horses were out on the road. He dropped the wood and ran for the horses. That night
the farmer sat down tired and frustrated. He had never made it to the tractor much less
to the field.
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Sample:

I have been waiting more than 30 years to say this: “Dad, I always told you I’d
come back and get my degree.”

I want to thank Harvard for this timely honor. I’ll be changing my job next
year*++ and it will be nice to finally have a college degree on my resume.

I applaud the graduates today for taking a much more direct route to your
degrees. For my part, I’m just happy that the Crimson has called me “Harvard’s
most successful dropout”. I guess that makes me valedictorian( £ 25 7 1] 7, 15 Ji)¥5
i3 ) of my own special class*** I did the best of everyone who failed.
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Sample:

We are all familiar with the Chinese saying that “ When everybody adds fuel, the
flame goes high( Ak A\ 37448 K 4¢3 1), ” This is the importance of cooperation which is
seen everywhere, for example, to build a skyscraper we need the combined efforts of
the architects and other engineers. But without the toil of the workers, a beautiful
blueprint would never be turned into a high building. A cooperative architect will not
shut himself in his office. Instead, he will visit the construction site and talk with
other engineers and the workers to solve the problems that occur in the process of
construction. A cooperative worker bears in mind the designs of the engineers every
moment he is on the scaffold. A smart building is the crystallization( %) of
collective wisdom and skills.
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Sample:

Time is often compared to a pyramid:
TOP
One Century
One hundred years

One point two thousand months



More than thirty-six thousand days
(Duan Mu, Changsha, 1999)
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Sample:

Purpose: To give a brief introduction of Bill Gates to the audience.

Main points:

1. Bill Gates was born on October 28th, 1955, in Seattle, Washington.

II. Bill Gates attended Harvard University from 1973 to 1975.

III. Bill Gates founded Lakeside Programming Group in 1968.

IV. Bill Gates founded Traf-O-Data in 1970.

V. Bill Gates founded Microsoft Corporation in 1975 and became CEO.

VI. Bill Gates became the president of Microsoft Corporation from 1992 to
1998.
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Sample:

Purpose: To inform the audience of the information of Tianjin Library; to help
them get access to its primary services.

Main points:

I. As you enter the main doors, you will find the Children’s service, Visual
Impaired (#5256 ) Reader”s Service and Older Reader’s Service in the first room
on the right-hand side, and Study Room and Self-service Returning on the left-hand
side.

II. Chinese newspapers on the second floor help you keep up with the latest
information.

I11. On the third floor you come to Music Library.

IV. On the fourth floor you can obtain the information you need from
Government Information, Retrieval Service and Digital Resource.

V. On the fifth floor you can find Historical Literature, Rare Books and Tianjin



Local Documents.
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Sample:
Purpose: To persuade the audience that exercise does bring a lot of benefits to
our health. (Effect)
Main points: There are three good reasons for us to do exercises. (Cause)
I. It can greatly strengthen our hearts, lungs, bones and muscles, thereby
changing our whole health for the better.
IL. It can make our brains better able to react to what is going on around us.
I11. It can help us breed optimism about our tough life.
4. BB 5 fFRTT IR
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Sample:

Purpose: To inform the audience of the crisis of business ethics(IE /& k{75 ) and
to give some effective measures to recover ethics in business.
Main points:
1. Most of us are involved in a crisis of business ethics and suffering from it.
A. Some of the victims are deeply caught in chain debts.
B. Some are greatly distressed at the loss of every cent invested.
C. Some are trapped so much as to be indifferent to it.
II. We may take some effective measures to recover ethics in business.
A. Separating business from politics.
B. Uprooting( [ Dthe regional protectionism.
C. Cultivating an acute sense of fairness and honesty in business.
5. iEE I
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Sample:
Topic: Character Education

Main points: Character education has been beneficial in three aspects.
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I. Character education meets the need of emphasizing and developing the
students’ all-round qualities.

II. Character education protects students from being selfish, indifferent(¥475%),
conceited( [ 5 )as well as impolite in their daily lives.

II1. Character education teaches students how to learn efficiently, how to live

colorfully, how to do things seriously, for their own future, and also for the future of

their motherland.
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Sample:

In summary, the medical system in China still has many problems, which may
affect all of us, even our whole country. | have mentioned one beneficial way —to use
some ways similar to those carried out in big cities such as in Beijing and in Shanghai
to ensure that more people get their medical insurance.

As a democratic country, China should try its best to change some medical
disadvantages. It should try its best to enable its citizens to enjoy the real benefits of
its medical insurance. Only in this way can our country become more prosperous.

FEE H “In summary” $&7-WT A R 45 51, H “1 have mentioned one
beneficial way” 55 W A [m] (Al B 7 8 UF ) 00 Py 25, B8 “ China should  try
its best to change some medical disadvantages. It should try its best to enable its
citizens to enjoy the real benefits of its medical insurance.” {if =@ FH4E, 581 T ¥
PRI 3
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Sample:

Under these circumstances, protecting forests is everyone’s care and share. As
long as we take actions, drought and flood will never trouble us any more, and our
country will be fully covered with forests in the future. This is my hope of the 21st



