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RESEARCH OF THE WORD FORM OF YINXU
ORACULAR TEXTS

ABSTRACT

"Word form" in this paper refers to the written form of one word. Guided by such theories
as the word indentity , the interword connection for one word, and based on"Dictionary of Bone
Inscriptions” , We have carried on the comprehensive depiction for the word forms of the
words in Yinxu Oracular Tests.

The result of depicting is, except the proper noun such as the personal name, the placename,
based on 754 characters, We have determined 966 words item, among them, the number of the
monosyllable is 885, polysyllable is 42. Among the monosyllables, the number of the words
there is only one word form is 820; two word form is 61, including 38 loangraphs, 21
diffrentiated graphs; three word form is 4.

Acording to the analysis of the word form in the oracle bone texts, we found that the word
form in the oracle bone texts put up some properties, that is, the polygraph phenomenon is very
prominent;the word form is is at the stage which unceasingly consummates; comparing with
other times,the kind of loangraph in the word form is more special. We also simply summarized
the change rules about the word form in the oracle bone texts as follows. First, the function in
word expression of the written forms of one word is being strengthened constantly; Secondly ,
the choosing and the displacing to the word form is influenced by many factors such as the word
frequency, asking difference thought, asking convenience thought .Thirdly, the last two
principles restrain from each other to make the morphology develop towards the optimized
direction.

Proper nouns such as placename are not a target of this paper ,however, the written forms of
placename has certain laws in the oraclular texts , so we have also done some work on the
written forms of placename .

KEY WORDS: the Oracle Bone Texts; Word Form; the Word Indentity;
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