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Meaning and Value of Cultural Sciences in

Contemporary Digital-Cyber-Post Capitalistic Society
Konkuk Uniw. hon. Prof. Kang Yung-Kye

The classification of sciences, which aims to base itself on the meaning and value
of the cultural sciences, is concerned not with all possible theories about real facta, not
with so many branches of human knowledge about almost of all human interests, but
with sciences in their present situation, as so many natures and methodologies of
contemporary sciences. According to Peirce “All science is either, a. Science of
Discovery; b. Science of Review; or c. Practical Science. ” Cultural Sciences take the
position of Science of Review, because cultural sciences interpret, criticize and evaluate
the objects of sciences.

I.1 We, human beings, investigate appearance, construction, generation,
decay, law and meaning of our life and world with sciences, which can be divided in
four main branches; cultural sciences ( humanities) , natural sciences, social sciences
and applied sciences ( interdisciplinary researches; for example, like as IT engineering,
BT engineering, architectural engineering and civil engineering) . Science, moral, art
and religion are four main elements that constitute, with never ending conatus of life,
history and culture of human beings.

For what purpose do we investigate our life and word with sciences? The final goal
of our scientific investigation might be happiness of life. Naturally we search and utilize
many natural materials, historical vestiges, religious relics and works of art with
sciences to satisfy our intellectual desire. But we all know that happiness of life always

presupposes unhappiness of life, so that we say “all things are pain and agony. ”

3 PAGE



btarin5umsn

I

It is, I think, pretty certain that the objects of natural sciences are natural
phenomenon and natural law. The method of natural sciences is nomothetic, through it
we search after the universal laws of the natural phenomenon. According to the method
of natural sciences, we can formulate the inductive logical method. Social sciences unite
the method of natural sciences ( the inductive logical method) and the method of cultural
sciences ( the deductive logical method) with such procedure, they try to resolve
manifold social problems and to realize social happiness, i. e. public social welfare or
well-being. Many technical engineering also seeks to resolve and innovate many
inscrutable social and technical problems. Their supreme goal is also happiness of life.

Il.1 What kind of happiness do we want to realize with sciences, especially with
cultural sciences, insofar as cultural sciences are the initial and elementary ground of
other sciences ( natural sciences, social sciences and applied sciences) . Not only with
sciences, but also with moral, art and religion, we try to reach and realize absolute and
complete happiness. Hic et nunc, we have to consider the nature of science that
originally originates from conatus of life. Because the nature of science originates from
conatus, we, human beings, have to taste pain and agony of life, although we want to
resolve many difficult problems with science.

Il.1. 1 Sciences are results of conatus ( inclination or desire) . Our body has
thought and sought, through very long human history, sciences to construct, realize and
reach absolute and complete happiness. What is the nature of absolute and complete
happiness?

Il.1.2 The nature of absolute and complete happiness is simulation or fiction, but
factum, because we, human beings, have created, through our historical cultural work,
such concept and term. We, human beings, create culture and at the same time,
culture creates, on the contrary, human beings. Therefore, we create culture and we
are creature of culture. By and through historical culture can we realize absolute and

complete happiness of life?
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From the beginning of our history until nowadays our culture and civilization have
sought for absolute and complete happiness. We cannot but remark, meanwhile, that a
certain doubt arises here; because the study of the nature and characteristic of culture—
with its four constructing elements ( science, moral, art and religion) -will look upon,
scrutinize and criticize absoluteness and completeness of culture that are the supreme
final ideal of human beings. As many thinkers, just like as Marx, Kierkegaard,
Nietzsche, Freud, Heidegger, etc., express, the characteristic of human beings in
digital-cyber-post capitalistic society is alienation of humanity, nihilism, one
dimensional man and society, despair, disappointment, décadence. . .

Although we try to describe the complex social facts with natural sciences and
furthermore try to explain and evaluate such facts with cultural sciences, many applied
sciences compel us to develop to the supreme final end of our life, that is, to absolute
and complete happiness regardless of the inner meaning of our life.

II. 1 The role of cultural sciences is to explain and evaluate many facts and events
in this society. But now cultural sciences have forgotten their role, because they also
already emerged in business and commerce that seek only after money according to the
machine of desire. Nowadays almost all elements and constituents of human culture and
civilization seem to concentrates themselves to money to fulfill the desire of the machine
of desire.

IM.1.1 We study and try to get freedom from the machine of desire and to
rehabilitate our human nature doubting, criticizing and creating ourselves, but now in
this society we have forgotten and lost ourselves, so that divagation of our life governs
our life. We do not know who we are. Only publicité absolute and publicité zéro govern
the machine of desire. The machine of desire is the result of human culture and
civilization. The machine of desire is the final product of natural sciences, social
sciences and applied sciences including cultural sciences. Because cultural sciences
have forgotten and lost their role, they could not explain and evaluate human facts and

events in contemporary digital-eyber—post capitalistic society any more.
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M. 2 Now we have nothing to do with sciences. Why? Because sciences, especially
cultural sciences, have constructed the machine of desire according to the model of
absolute and complete human being which has been created through the long west—
european cultural tradition, that is, through Athenian logos and Christian fides. Through
logos and fides, we, human beings, became absolutely one dimensional man who cannot
find a breakthrough from his nihil no more.

Is there a way to take freedom from this nihil? Further more is there enough room to
overcome this nihil and to ignore and depart the dimension of meaning and value of our

thought?
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