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ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this dissertation is to explore the major reasons why nuclear
proliferation is difficult to prevent. Based on full investigation of the history and current
situation of nuclear proliferation, this study presents and analyzes five factors which
create difficulties to curb nuclear proliferation: (1) Nuclear deterrence has been very
effective in deterring conventional and nuclear attacks, so it becomes a very attractive
security means for some states. (2) For some medium and small countries that lack the
capacity to form traditional security means to resist aggression and military intervention,
going nuclear appears to be the only choice. (3) While some nuclear countries legally
possess nuclear weapons and stick to nuclear deterrence policies, other countries are
deprived of the right to develop nuclear weapons by the non-proliferation norm, this
discrimination and inequality make all the current efforts against nuclear proliferation
lack a moral basis. (4) The non-proliferation regime focuses on the control of
technology, and fails to address the security concerns that create the motivations for the
states to go nuclear. While it is quite difficult to effectively stop nuclear proliferation
only through the control of technology, the non-proliferation regime has not been
successful. (5) The goals of American non-proliferation policy are inconsistent with
those of non-proliferation norm of the international community. In dealing with
proliferating cases, the United States carries double standards according to its own
national interests, which not only encouraged some states to go nuclear, but also
undermines the basis of the joint efforts of the international community to guard against
nuclear proliferation.

In sum, comparing with other traditional security means, nuclear weapon is a much
more effective and economical approach. In the anarchic international system, some
states have strong motivations to possess this attractive security means, especially for
those weak states. Unfortunately, all the current measures to prevent nuclear
proliferation contribute little to reducing those motivations. Being worse, the
discrimination and inequality nature of these measures creates legitimacy for new
proliferation.

The findings of this study show that conflicts between prollferatlon and prevention
of proliferation reflect the conflicts of national security strategies among different states,
and the fundamental way to prevent nuclear proliferation is to eliminate the legality of
nuclear deterrence and the discrimination of non-proliferation norm, and address the

security concerns of all states.

Keywords:

Nuclear Proliferation, Prevention of Nuclear Proliferation, Nuclear Weapons
Nuclear Deterrence, International Politics
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