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Foreword

ThesupportandpromotionofAustralianStudiesinChinaisanimportantpartof
Australiaspublicandeducationaldiplomacy．Thisyear,２０１４,representsmytwentieth
yearofengagementwithAustralianStudiesinChina,sincemyfirstsemesteratBeijing
ForeignStudiesUniversityin１９９４．Fromthispointintimemyownimpressionisthatthe
teachingofAustralianStudiesinChineseuniversitiesremainsstrong—andtheAustralian
Studiesin ChinaProgram ofthe AustraliaＧChina Council (ACC)isalwayskeento
supportacademicteachersseekingtoextendandupgradetheirknowledgeofAustraliain
theirparticulardisciplineandtodiscusspedagogywiththeirAustraliancolleagues．In
manyways,theareaofresearchpresentsuswithgreaterchallenges—inprovidingaccess
toresources,distributingupＧtoＧdateinformationandacademic “newsfrom Australia,
supportingmeetingswheredialoguecanoccurandnewresearchbepresented,and,in
general,inmakingasstrongandinnovativeaspossibletheresearchworkthatisbeing
doneonAustraliantopics．WhilethenetworkofAustralianStudiesCentrescontinuesto
prosper,AustralianStudiescanstillbeadifficultfieldofstudytopromotewithinyour
ownuniversities．Indeed,givensomeofthesedifficulties,thesizeandsuccessofthe
AustralianStudiesnetworkinChinaisremarkable．

Australian Studiesin China is continuing to grow both in size and in the
sophisticationandsignificanceoftheresearchscholarsintheAustralianStudiesnetwork
areproducing．Publication,however,remainsadifficultchallengeforusall,soweare
especiallygratefulforboththeoriginalworksofscholarshipandtheworksintranslation
thatarepublishedbyChinese “Australianists”everyyear．Iwouldparticularlyliketo
thankandcongratulatethewinnersoftheACCBookPrizesfor２０１３Ｇ２０１４:Professor
ZhangWeiforTheW．H．DonaldFiles:AdventuresofanAustralianinModernChina
(Tsinghua University Press),Zhu Xiaoyongfor Helen Garner:A CriticalStudy
(ShanghaiForeignLanguageEducationPress)and Ouyang Yuforhistranslationof
RobertHughessTheFatalShore(NanjingUniversityPress)．Wehopesoontobeableto
beginworkonaBibliographyofsuchpublications,andtosupporttheestablishmentofa
JournalofAustralianStudiesforChinainthenearfuture．

Thedifficultiesofpublicationandhavingourworksdistributedandreadwidelyby
otherscholars makethe Australian Studiesconferencesespecially valuable events．
ScanningtheContentsofthepresentvolume,therangeofdifferentdisciplinaryareasis
especiallynotable—historicalstudies,economicsanddiplomacy,literature,theChinese
inAustralia(indeedinAustralasia),linguistics,cinemastudies,environmentalstudies,
andurbanstudies,tomentiononlythemostobvious．Congratulationstoalltheauthors
andtotheconferenceorganisers．

此为试读,需要完整PDF请访问: www.ertongbook.com
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AustralianStudiesinChinaisnowinanewphase,withsuchdevelopmentsasthe
formationoftheFoundationforAustralianStudiesinChina (FASIC)tosupportthe
workofthe ACC,theestablishmentofthe Chairin AustralianStudiesatPeking
University,theincreasing use of onlineresourcessuch as AustLitand Informits
Australian Humanitiesand SocialSciences database,and the establishmentof an
AustralianStudiesin China website (whicheveryoneshould beusing—readingand
contributinginformation)．TheACCsprograms,especiallytheCompetitiveProjectsand
Output Award,continue to support individual scholars,graduate students,and
AustralianStudiesCentres,andwelookforwardtoreceivingyourapplications．

ItisworthreＧreadingtheVisionStatementandtheprogramobjectivesfortheACCs
AustralianStudiesinChinaProgram:

TheAustralian Studiesin China Program aimsto build a vibrant,linkedＧup
communityoflecturers,researchersandstudentsparticipatinginthestudyandresearchof
Australianliterature,economy,cultureandotherfacetsofAustraliansociety．Australian
StudiesCentresatparticipatinguniversitiesarethefocalpointforsuchactivities,and
endeavourtoproviderelevantteaching,resourcesandcontactstostudents,producehighＧ
qualityresearchintheirchosenAustralianＧrelatedfields,andarrangeotherAustralianＧ
relatedactivitiesandevents．TheAustralianStudiesCentresnetworkissupportedbythe
AustraliaＧChinaCouncil,FoundationforAustralianStudiesinChinaandBHPBilliton
ChairofAustralianStudies,AustralianEmbassyandConsulatesＧGeneralinChina,and
thebroaderAustralianeducationcommunity．

AustralianStudiesProgramobjectives
•Enhancetherange,volume,qualityandvalueofresearchonAustraliainChina,

andpromotethedisseminationofresearchoutcomesthroughpublishing,conferencesand
othermeans

•EncouragequalitycontentonandlearningoutcomesaswellasAustraliaＧrelated
subjectdiversityacrosstheChinesetertiaryeducationsystem

•PromotelinkagesbetweenAustralianuniversitiesandtheAustralianStudiesCentres
atChineseuniversities

Theprogramthusparticipatesin Australiaseffortsinpublicdiplomacy,cultural
diplomacy,andeducationaldiplomacy—all“buzzwords”todaybutnolesscritical,both
forAustraliaitselfandforAustraliaＧChinarelations．

Ihopethepresentcollectionofessaysisreadwidelyandinspiresnewresearchfrom
withintheAustralianStudiesnetworkandfromnewscholarswhoareyettobeconverted
toAustralianStudies!

DavidCarter

ProfessorofAustralianLiteratureandCulturalHistory
TheUniversityofQueensland

Manager,AustralianStudiesinChinaProgram
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TheGreatWar:AnzacLegaciesandMemoriesand
theMakingofNationalIdentity

StephenGarton
UniversityofSydney

Abstract:ThisarticleexploresthewaysAustraliasparticipationintheGreatWar(１９１４Ｇ１９１８)shaped
AustraliannationalidentityandhowthatinturnwasincorporatedintoAustraliascollectivememory．
AustraliaiswidelyseenasemergingasanationasaconsequenceofitsparticipationintheGreatWarand
Gallipolihasbecomeaniconictouchstoneforthenationalidentity．Thisarticleexploresthehistoryand
debatesaroundthesedevelopments,situatingtheminabroadertransnationalcontextthroughtheideaof
Empirenationalism．ItalsochartsthepostwarstrugglestoshapeanddefinethemergingAnzaclegendand
howpostwardiscontents,particularlyamongstveterangroups,helpedfuelthe Anzaclegendasa
comfortingdiscourse．

Keywords:GreatWar;Anzaclegend;nationalidentity;nationalism;mateship;memory;Gallipoli;
BritishEmpire;commemoration

In２０１４ the Australian Government,aware thatthe numbers of Australians
desperatetobeonthe Gallipolipeninsularin April２０１５ wouldfaroutstripplaces
allocatedbythe Turkish Governmentforthecentenarycelebrationsofthe Anzac
landing,establishedapublicballotfortheallocationofthemere３,８００doublepasses
available．Theirconcerns,andthoseoftheTurkishGovernment,werenotunfounded．
Forthelasttwentyyearsormore,vastarmiesofAustralianbackpackersandtourists
havedescended onthisbarren,hilly,seasidesiteevery Apriltocelebrate Anzac
(AustralianandNewZealandArmyCorps)Day,proppingupthelocaleconomyasthis
annualpilgrimagetocommemorate,inthewordsofyoungAustralians,politiciansand
publiccommentatorsalike,thefoundingofthenation．①

SoconcernedwastheAustraliangovernmenttomanagethedemandandthepolitics
ofpublicexpectation,thattheydesignatedcategorieswithintheballot—descendantsof
WWIveteranshadfirstpriority,veterans,and descendantsofveterans,ofother
conflictshadsecondpriorityandonlythen wouldother Australiansbeconsidered．
Despitetheseevidentrestrictionsover４０,０００Australiansthrewtheirhatinthering,
ranginginagefrom１６to９９years．Theresultswerewidelypublicisedinthemediaand
manyofthesuccessfulapplicants wereprofiledin newspapersandinterviewed on
television．AsweapproachthecentenaryoftheWorldWarI,itistimelytoreflectagain
onitsimpactinAustraliaandforAustralia．

① Scates,Bruce,Returnto Gallipoli:WalkingtheBattlefieldsofthe Great War,Melbourne,Cambridge
UniversityPress,２００６．
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Gallipoliisaniconicplacefor many Australians．On２５ April１９１５ wavesof
AustralianservicemenstormedashoreatthisrockycoveintheDardanellesfacingfierce
Turkishopposition．Nearly８０００diedoverthenext９monthsasthecampaignreacheda
stalemate:theAnzacsunabletooverwhelm Turkishdefences,theTurksreluctantto
attackAustraliandefences．IntheendtheAnzacforceswithdrewfromthepeninsular．①

Whydoesthecentenaryofthisminorconflagrationinthe Great War,essentiallya
defeatforAustralianforcesandthealliesmoregenerally,andinhindsightirrelevantto
theoutcomeofthe waritself,assumesuchextraordinarysignificancein Australian
culture? Anzaccommemorationhasbecome,asKenInglishasargued,asecularreligion
inAustraliaandthesiteitselfaplaceofpilgrimage．②

FortyyearsagooneofthefoundingdebatesinAustralianStudiesconcernedthemost
appropriatedaytocelebrateAustraliannationalidentity．Ofcoursetherewasalreadyan
officialday—AustraliaDay２６January—commemoratingthelandingofArthurPhillipin
SydneyCovein１７８８andplantingtheflagmakingNewSouth Wales(andthecontinent
moregenerally)a British possession．Butthis wasacontroversialday．Indigenous
Australianswereoffendedbythischoice,seeingitinsteadasadayofmourning,invasion
anddispossession．OthersfeltthatitwastoomuchaNewSouthWalesevent;otherStates
andterritorieshaddifferentfoundingmoments,sohowcoulditstandforthenation?
Finally,forothersitlackedemotionalresonance．Itfailed,untilrecently,toinspire
patriotismandnationalfeeling．Therewerealternatives．Somefavoured１January,to
commemoratethefederationofthesixAustraliancoloniesintoonenationin１９０１．Ina
narrowpoliticalsensethiswasprobablythemostappropriatedaybutformanyitagain
lackedwideremotionalresonanceforordinaryAustralians—itwasadaythatappealedto
politicalelitesratherthanthepopulace．ThethirdwasAnzacDay,２５April,adaythat
didhavepopularappeal,andanabundanceofemotionalbaggage．Whatwasthebestday
toencapsulateAustralianvirtuesandbringthenationtogether? Historians,sociologists
andpoliticalscientistsspiltmuchinkforandagainsteachoptionand,inbetterhands,on
whatthedebateitself mightsayabouttheconfusedandambivalentrelationshipof
Australianstothenationmoregenerally?③

Imnotgoingtoresolvethatdebatehere．ButIwouldliketounderstandAnzacDay
alittlemorebylookingatthewaysAustralianshave“made”theAnzaclegendsomething
national,sacredandemblematicandthedifficultculturalworkthatwasrequiredtoturn
aneventsopainfulintoanationalmyth．Whatwerethemechanismsofexperienceand
memorythattransformedtrauma,conflictandbitternessintoaformofsocialcohesion
thatoperatespowerfullytothisday,longafterthelastoriginalAnzacshavepassedinto
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See,forexample,AdamＧSmith,Patsy,TheAnzacs,Melbourne,Penguin,１９９１;Carlyon,Les,Gallipoli,

Melbourne,Random House,２００１;Beaumont,Joan,BrokenNation:AustraliansintheGreatWar,Sydney,Allen&
Unwin,２０１４．

Inglis,K．S．,SacredPlaces:WarMemorialsintheAustralianLandscape,Melbourne,MeigunyahPress,１９９８．
Inglis,K．S．“AustraliaDay”,HistoricalStudies,１３/４９,１９６７,２０Ｇ４１;Ely,Richard,“Secualarisationandthe

SacredinAustralianHistory”,HistoricalStudies,１９/７７,１９８１,５５３Ｇ５６６．
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history．Imnotgoingtoofferacoherenttheoryornarrativeaboutthemakingofthe
Anzaclegend,nordeconstructitscontent,butinsteadlayoutsomeofthepuzzling
elementsinitsmaking．Itisthecomplexdissonancesthatmightgiveussomeinsightinto
thedynamicsofnationmakinginthecontextofAustraliasparticipationintheGreat
Waranditsaftermath．

ThefirstpuzzleisthatthiswasnotawarforAustraliabutfortheBritishEmpire．Of
coursemanyatthetimesawthemasoneandthesamethingbuttheyarentandasthe
warprogressedsomeAustralianscametothesameconclusion．AustraliawasaBritish
dominion,politicallyindependent,exceptthatitdidnotcontrolforeignpolicy,asitwas
stillaformalpartoftheEmpire．BritaindidnotconsultAustraliabeforedeclaringwar
on４AugustandeveryonerightlyassumedthatifBritaindeclaredthenAustraliawasalso
atwar．Australianforcesuntillate１９１７foughtaspartoftheBritish Expeditionary
Force,anditsgeneralsreportedtoBritishGeneralsinthehighcommand．Australians,
formuchofthewar,foughtundertheflagofBritain withstateandotherflagsof
Australiansignificance(butrarelythenationalflag)subsidiarytotheUnionJack．①

Anotherpuzzleiswhy Gallipoli? Many Australiansdontrealisethatitwasnot
AustraliasfirstmilitaryengagementoftheGreatWar,letalonethesceneofourfirst
militarycasualties．Indeedthefirstservicemeninthe Australianforcesfellon１１
September１９１４,possiblythefirstcasualtywasfrommyUniversity,BrianPockley,who
hadjustgraduatedinMedicinefromSydneyUniversity,andwaskilledrushingtotheaid
ofawoundedseamenasAustralianforcesattackedacommunicationsoutpostinGerman
NewGuinea．② Gallipoliwasnotamilitarytriumph,itwasatbestastalemate,thatled
to,forsome,ignominiouswithdrawal．Ifwewerelookingforearlyglory,amorepotent
symbolwouldhavebeenthesailorsonthe HMASSydney,whichsankthe German
cruisertheEmdenofftheCocosIslandson９ November１９１４,aftertheEmdenhad
destroyedaround３０merchantshipsandattackedPenangandMadras,causingsignificant
damageandlossoflife．Thiswasamajormilitaryvictory,earlyinthewar,andonethat
helpedfocusthewarinEuroperatherthanAsiaandthePacific．Intermsofoverall
significance,bothintermsoflossoflifeandmilitarysignificance,theWesternfrontwas
farmoreimportantforAustraliaandyetithasalwaysrankedbelow Gallipoliinthe
iconographyofAnzac．③

AllofthisservestohighlightthepeculiarityoftheAustralianobsessionwiththe
AnzaclandingatGallipoli,andtheexperienceoftheGreat Warmoregenerally,in
framingournationalconsciousness．Letmethensuggestsomeofthefactorsinplayin
attemptingtoexplainthedeepemotionalundercurrentsandpublicsentimentsinscribed

　　TheGreatWar:AnzacLegaciesandMemoriesandtheMakingofNationalIdentity

①

②
③

Garton,StephenandStanley,Peter,“TheGreatWaranditsAftermath,１９１４Ｇ２２”inBashford,Alisonand
Macintyre,Stuart,eds．TheCambridgeHistoryofAustraliaVolume２,Melbourne,CambridgeUniversityPress,２０１３,

３９Ｇ４０．
UniversityofSydney,BookofRemembrance１９１４—１９１８,Sydney,UniversityofSydney,１９３９．
GartonandStanley,“TheGreatWaranditsAftermath,１９１４Ｇ２２”,４０Ｇ４８．
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throughthisculturalworkofnationalidentitymaking．

TheGreat Warwasthefirst major militarycampaignforthenewlyFederated
Australiannation．TheearlierBoer War,whichhadinvolved Australiantroops,had
begunascolonialcontingentsfromdifferentcolonies．IntheGreatWarAustraliaentered
asanationforthefirsttime,evenifasonesmallpartoftheBritishExpeditionary
Forces．

WhileGallipoliwasnotAustraliasfirstmilitaryengagementoftheGreatWar,it
wasthefirstaspartofalargerBritishEmpireandalliedcampaign－２０,０００soldiersin
alltheseforcesstormedashoreatvariouspointsonthepeninsulaonthefirstdayofthis
conflict．Iwillreturntothepotentialsignificanceofthislater．Itwasalsothefirst
engagementofthewarinvolvingmajorlossoflife．Inthefirstfewdaysofcombatover
８００Australianslaydeadandafurther２０００werewounded,ashockinglossoflifeonly
eclipsedlateronthebloodybattlefieldsofthe WesternFront．Thiswasaprofoundly
shockingeventforfamiliesandfriendsbackinAustralia．①

Ironicallythislossoflifeandthefailuretoachievesuccessbecameaniconicstoryof
glorioussacrifice．Englishreporters,suchasEllisAshmeadＧBartlettwroteintheLondon
papersofthecourageandskilloftheAustraliantroopsintheearlydaysoftheGallipoli
campaign,braverythatputthemintheleagueofmilitaryheroesstretchingbacktothose
of Ancient Greece．The British affirmation of Australiascontribution played to
provincial chauvinism,far more than if it had come solely from Australian
commentators．And Australianpoliticianswerequicktograbholdofthispraiseto
promotenationalprideatatimeofgriefformanyAustralians．Anzaccouragebecamea
consolingdiscoursebutonethatwasturnedtowardsnationalmythmaking．Australians
becamebraverthananyoneelse,especiallyfearedwarriorsbecauseoftheiregalitarian,
mateshipethos,lackofrespectformilitaryhierarchy,contemptforofficersbutwhen
thefightingwasfiercestthebravestsoldiersofall．Itisamyththathasbeenquestioned
byhistorianslikePeterStanleybutitwasonecementedinthemindsofpoliticiansand
thepopulationmoregenerallyalmostfromthebeginning．②

Intime,sacrifice,orwhatin Australiabecameknownasthe “bloodsacrifice”,
becameoneofthehallmarksofAustraliasAnzaclegend．③AtGallipoli,ontheWestern
frontandintheMiddleEastAustraliancasualtieswerehorrendous．InallAustraliasent
around３３０,０００servicepersonneloverseas,６０,０００werekilledand１５０,０００wounded,a
casualtyrateofaround６４％thehighestofanyalliedforceinthewar,abadgeofhonour
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thatAustraliansboth worewithpridebutonethatinthepostwarperiodbecamea
weapontopressforspecialprivileges．InrealityahigherproportionoftheBritishmale
populationwaskilledinthewarbutmanyBritishsoldierswereinsupply,logisticsand
othersupportservices,whileAustralianswerealmostallinthefrontlinecombatunits,a
reasonfortheirproportionallyhighcasualtyrateasaforce．①

Inthepopularmind,however,Australianshadmadethe“bloodsacrifice”,oneseen
asjustifyingthehighregardforthebraveryandcontribution of Australianforces
overseas．ButitwasadoubleＧedgedsword．Forsomereturningmentheideathattheyhad
sufferedmorethananyotherforcesymbolisedneglect,disregardandlackofsupportat
home．Worsemanyreturningservicemenexpectedveryspecialtreatmentonreturnand
whenthis wasnotforthcoming,orforthcomingenough,theycarried asense of
bitternessandgrievanceagainstthoseAustralianswhohadntfoughtanddied．②

ThelossoflifemoregenerallyintheGreatWarwasstaggering．Historianshave
suggestedthataround１０millionmilitarypersonnelwerekilledinthewar,andafurther
７millioncivilians．Thequantumofgriefwasstaggering．InFrance,Belgium,theMiddle
EastandinTurkeytherearevastcemeteriesforthefallenaswellasmemorialsforthose
whodiedbutwhosebodycouldnotbefound．Atleast２２countriesaroundtheworld
acknowledgethewardeadonRemembranceDay,１１November,thedaythearmistice
wasdeclaredin１９１８．Thesearesombreceremoniesacknowledgingthesacrificeofso
manyandthedesireatthetimethatthisshouldbethewarthatendsallwars．Andin
manycountriestherearevastnumbersofwarmemorialstoacknowledgethesacrificeof
thoseinthisterriblewar．Manyofthese memorialslistthewardead,fromtowns,
communitiesandcities,whodiedduringthewar．③

Australiaisdifferent．Whilethesecommemorationsofwarsacrificearesombreand
reflective,AnzacDayinAustraliaisfarlargerandmoresignificantthanRemembrance
Day．Moreoverthereissomethingverypeculiarabout manyofthecommunity war
memorialsaroundthenation．Themajoritylistnotjustthosewhodiedbutallthosewho
fought．Australia,evenbeforethewarwasover,begantoseeitasabirthofanation
wherethosewhofoughtmadethenation．ThuscommemorationinAustraliaislessabout
thedeadandtheirsacrificeandmoreaboutthosewhofoughtandforged．Australiais
uniqueinthisfocus．④

Yetthiscelebrationofthesupposedfoundingmomentofthenation maskssome
fundamentalconflictsthatmarredthenationduringthecourseofthewarandpoisoned
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theimmediatepost waryears．The mostunsettlingand bitterpoliticalconflictof
twentiethcenturyAustralianpoliticsiswidelyseenastheconscriptionreferendaof１９１６
and１９１７．Asthedeathtollmounted,thenumberofvolunteersforthewardeclinedand
theLabourGovernmentwasunderpressurefromBritaintosendmoretroops．ThePrime
Minister,William MorrisHughes,proposedconscriptionbutknowingthisdidnothave
thesupportofamajorityinhisparty,heputthequestiontothepeople．Thecampaigns
forand against conscription were extensive,vociferous and bitter and the first
referendum waslostbyanarrow margin．HughescrossedthefloorofParliamentwith
someofhisLabourcolleagues,joinedtheconservativeoppositionandbroughtdownthe
Government．Hugheswaselectedtheheadofanewconservative/nationalistCoalition
government,retainingthePrimeMinistership,andputthequestionofconscriptionto
thepeopleagain．Thistimethecampaigningwasevenmorecontestedandthenationwas
bitterlydividedoverthequestion．Againitlostbyanarrowmargin．①

Thefailureofconscriptionhadmanyconsequences,andnotjustpoliticalones．It
meantthatmanyservicemenoverseasfeltthattheircountryhadrefusedtosupportthem．
Theyfeltbetrayedbythosewhodidntvolunteer,mentheyportrayedas“slackers”,
“shirkers”and“profiteers”．Theyfelttheirgovernmenthadletthemdown,abandoning
themtotheirfateinaprotractedandcostlywar．Ontheotherhand,theyalsoswelled
withprideatthefactthattheywereavolunteerforce,unlikemostothersinthewar．
Theyfelttheirstatuswasenhancedevenifitwasbecausethenationfailedtosupport
them．Itgavethemastrongersenseofgroupidentityanddifferencefromcivilianswhen
theyreturnedhome．②

Thesefeelingsshapedtheexperienceofreturn．WhilethedoyenofAnzachistorians
C．E．W．BeanarguedthattheAnzacsmergedquicklyandquietlybackintocivilianlife,
therealityandthepoliticalresponsewasmorecomplex．③Indeedtherewere１１major
returnedsoldierriotsinAustraliaintheimmediatepostwaryears,manyprotestingthe
inadequacyofcompensationfortheirservice．Othersinvolvedattacksonpeoplethey
believedweredisloyal—thosethathadntenlisted,tradeunionists(becauseunionshad
opposedconscription),supportersofSinnFein,Bolshevismorotherradicaldoctrines
andanyonewhoexpressedambivalenceabouttheBritishempire,forwhichAnzacshad
foughtanddied．Thereisalsoahiddenhistoryofviolenceonthestreetsandinthehome
asreturned menstruggledtoaccommodatethemselvestotheroutinesofcivilianlife．
Alcoholism,unemployment,mentalstressesandstrainswereevidentinmanyreturned
men．Returned menclungtogethertosupporteachother,inpartasanescapefrom
domesticlifeandasa meansofrelivingtheclosebondsofthefrontline．Returned
servicesorganisationshadamembershipofaroundathirdofallreturnedservicemen
eveninto thelate １９２０s,far higherthan for any other armed force afterthe
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GreatWar．①

HowdidAustralians,especiallygovernments,respondtotheangerandresentment
ofsomereturningsoldiers? Acriticaldevelopmentwasanextensivesystemofwelfare
benefitsforreturningservicepersonnelＧpensions,employmentpreference,jobtraining,
medicalandhospitalservices,cheaperhomeloans,alandsettlementschemeandmuch
more．Thiswasofcoursecommonformanyofthecombatantnations．ButAustraliadid
notsimplyadoptthesystemsdevelopedelsewherebutwentdownadifferenttrack．Many
nations,includingBritain,otherdominionsandtheUSA,institutedacriterionof２０％
disabilityforentitlementtoapension．Australiaalonehadamuchlowerentrylevelof５
percent．Inother wordsthe Australiangovernmentdeliberatelyinstituteda welfare
systemforreturnedsoldiersthatbenefittedalmosteveryone．Thiswasproclaimedasa
manifestationofAustralianegalitarianism butitalso meantthatmany morereturned
servicepersonnelweregivenbenefitsascompensationthanwouldhavebeenthecase
overseas．Manyofthemnowhadastakeinsustainingagovernmentthatsupportedthem
atatimewhenmanywereprotestingattheinadequacyofsupport．②

Secondly,Australiangovernmentsquicklypickedupthemoodofnationalistpraise
fortheAnzacsandamplifieditwhereverpossible．HistoriansoftheBritishdominions
aftertheGreatWarhavenotedthesurgeofdominionnationalismafter１９１９．Whilethe
dominionsenteredthewarfightingfortheEmpire,theycameoutofthewarwitha
senseofnationalachievementandindependence．ButAustraliaexperiencedandshaped
this emerging nationalism in very distinctive ways．As part of the effort of
accommodatingreturnedmenbackintocivilsociety,they,unlikeBritainortheother
dominions,putthereturnedsoldier,theAnzac,atthecentreofnationaliconography．
The Anzac wassaidtoembodythespiritofthe nation—itslarrikin,egalitarian,
mateshipethos,now valuedeven morehighlyonthebasisoftheexploitsofthese
soldiers．GovernmentspromotedAnzacDay,Governmentsbuiltlargepublicshrinesof
remembrancetocomplementandfocusthenumerouscommunity memorialsthathad
sprunguproundthecountry．Governmentsturnedtoreturnedservicesorganisationsand
cultivatedtheirsupportbyaccedingtomanyoftheirdemands．Thesereturnedservices
organisationsbecame majorpoliticalforcesin nationalandstatepolitics．Uniquely
Australiangovernmentsandreturnedservicesorganisationsshapedinterwarnationalism
inveryparticularways．TheyplacedloyaltytoBritainasakeyvirtueofAustralian
nationalism,suchthatcriticismofEmpirebecamecriticismofthenation．Thusunlike
otherdominionsitwasnotjustnationalismthatfloweredintheinterwaryearsbutwhatI
havecalledelsewhereEmpirenationalism．③

I have never been much attracted to psychohistory, especially collective
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psychohistory．AndnowthatFreudisseenmoreasfabricationthanilluminationthereis
evenlessinclinationtoapproachcomplexsocial,politicalandculturaldevelopmentsas
havingpsychologicalroots．Butitstemptingtoseethe peculiaritiesof Australian
nationalism,especiallyintheinterwaryears,butalsothevalorisationofAnzacthenand
thereafter,asrootedinsomeform ofcollectiveguilt．A peoplethatfoughtforan
overseasEmpireanddiedindisproportionatenumbersforsomethingotherthanthe
nation,avolunteerforcethatthehomefrontrefusedtosupportthroughconscription,a
forcethatmadeabloodsacrificeforanationthatsplitoversupportingthemthrough
conscription,anationthatexperiencedangryandresentfulreturnedmenwhoblamed
Australiafortheirsacrificeandthedifficultiestheyfacedonreturn,aforcethatfelt
Australiawasungratefulfortheenormouscosttheyhadpaid．

In this emotionally charged social and cultural environment the comforting
discoursesofheroism,nationalicons,noblesacrifice,nationalbuildingandadebtowed
weremeanttobeslavestodeepwounds．Thesereturned menneededhealingandthe
attemptstomaketheunfathomableconsequencesofwarmeaningfulandsignificantisnot
withoutmerit．Whilethesesalvesdidnotworkforall,overtime,astheemotionsof
returnsubsided,thesemythsandsymbolstookonalifeoftheirown,reifiedasgenuine
attributesofthenationandcelebratedthereafter．

WhiletheemotionalresonanceofAnzachaswaxedand wanedsince,itisvery
strongagain．Again collective guilt,thistime aboutsubsequentconflicts,notably
Vietnam,may have played a small part butit wasthe originalembedding of
extraordinarylossandgriefintoaconsolingdiscourseofnationalfoundingthathas
cementedtheAnzacmythatthecentreofAustraliasidentityasanation．
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AustralianChildrensCulturesofPlayandCreativity:
Historical,ContemporaryandCrossＧCulturalPerspectives

KateDarianＧSmith
UniversityofMelbourne

Abstract:TheplaycultureofAustralianchildrenisrichandcreative,incorporatinggames,songs,
chants,rhymes,stories,gamesandtheloreoftheplayground．Thispaperdrawsuponthefindingsofthe
recentChildhood,TraditionalandChangeresearchproject,whichconductedthemostdetailednationＧ
widestudy ofchildrensgamesand playgroundcultureeverundertakenin Australia．Theresearch
documentedover４００differentgamesplayedbyAustralianchildrentoday,andassembledasubstantial
archiveofvisual,oralandwrittendatanowheldinnationalculturalcollections．Thestudyinvolvedthe
comparisonofcontemporarychildrensplaylorewithhistoricalrecordsofchildrensplaydatingbackto
thenineteenthcentury,andstudiescarriedoutinthe１９５０sand１９７０s．Theresearchfindingsindicatedthat
whiletherewasconsiderablecontinuityintheplayofAustralianchildrenacrossgenerations,therewas
alsoconsiderablechange—withchildrensgames,imaginativeactivitiesandlanguageinfluencedbytheir
everydayexperiencesofAustraliansocietymoregenerally,includingthemedia．Theresearchalsoexplored
thegamesplayedbychildrenofdifferentethnicbackgroundsandchildrensfriendshipsandinteractionsin
themulticulturalplayground．Throughsomebriefexamplesfromthisresearch,thepaperexploresthe
distinctivenationalcharacteristicsofAustralianchildrensgames,andtheinfluencesofpopularculture
andglobalizationonchildrensplay．

Keywords:historyofAustralianchildren,playlore,childrensplay,childrensculture

１．Introduction

Theoralandplaytraditionsofchildrenarerichandvaried,andencompassthe
songs,chants,rhymes,stories,riddles,insults,gamesandimaginativeactivitiesofthe
playground．IncolonialAustralia,whitesettlerchildrenattractedattentionfromsocial
commentatorsasrepresentativesofthe“Australiantype”,andtheirphysicalandmental
attributeswereoftencomparedwiththoseofchildreninBritain．Theirplaywasalso
underscrutiny．WritinginthenationalistBulletinnewspaperon２６February１８９８,the
poetVictorDaleylamentedthatitwouldtakeupto５００yearsforadistinctiveAustralian
“childＧliterature”tosurpasstheEuropeaninfluencessoevidentintheeverydaysinging
gamesofchildren．Daley wascontradictedbyacorrespondenttotheBulletin who
reportedon１２March１８９８thathisdaughterandherfriends,pupilsataSydneypublic
school,accompaniedtheirgameswithsongthatmappedtheurbangeographyofSydney:

JohnnyandJaneandJackandLou,
ButlersStairsthroughWoolloomooloo;
Woolloomooloo,andcrosstheDomain
RoundtheBlock,andhomeagain!
Heigh,ho!tipsytoe,Giveusakiss,andawaywego．
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