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Preface

My Research and Experimental Initiatives on Heuristic Education Meth-
ods (thereafter: Initiatives) is composed of thesis, articles and data collected
during almost 60 years of research and experiments. With efforts for decades.,
we have achieved great success and reached our goals.

A contemporary Heuristic Education Method with the Chinese characteris-
tics has been formulated. Hundreds of schools and millions of students and
teachers from more than 20 Chinese provinces, municipalities, autonomous re-
gions and special zones have participated in the experimental work or have made
use of the research. Their teaching quality and scientific research level have
been greatly enhanced. The experiment is indeed a success in terms of teach-
ing,research and educating new generations.

As some experts have indicated,“ The Research and Experiment on Heu-
ristic Education Methods,which started as early as 1979,is equipped with both
scientific theories and practical innovations. It has lasted a long period of time.,
reached almost nationwide,and involved in a huge number of participants. It is
originated from China,and it is a Chinese innovation,and can have wide influ-
ence throughout the nation.”

The publishing of the book is significantly important both historically and
practically. The year 2008 is the 30" Anniversary of China’s opening —up,and
the year 2009 is the 60" anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of
China. This book is the good contribution to mark each of the anniversaries.

Since 2001 ,the author has been undertaking research on the topic of Heu-
ristic Education Methods, and promoting competence — oriented education, as
assigned by the Ministry of Education. The effort is part of the Research of
Humanities and Social Sciences in China’s 10" Five— year Plan (Project No. 01
JD 880017).

The book is important in terms of promoting the reform processes of the
nations’ universal basic education system and the implementation of competence
—oriented education,

In the most recent decade, the Communist Party Central Committee and
the State Council have asked several times for Heuristic Education Methods to
be carried out. However,they have not been implemented effectively. The pub-

lishing of the book will be of some help to China’s educational reforms and de-



velopment.

The book consists of four parts: 1) Experimental Processes; 2) Results &.
Achievements; 3) Evaluation & Assessments; 4) Experience Propagation.

The Experimental Process is the main body of the Initiative. It includes
major treatises, speeches, research reports, surveys and relevant information
during the educational research and experiments from 1951 to 2009.

The documents provide a complete record of the start,development and a-
chievements from the research and experiment conducted by the author for
more than half a century. It consists of both basic theory and practical experi-
ments. Being significantly important both historically and practically,the docu-
ments will be of great references and inspirations to the followers.

Documents and dissertations are listed chronologically. The attached pic-
tures are all from the original books,newspapers,magazines,and audio and vid-
eo products.

Results & Achievements outline research results of the author from 1954
to 2005, which includes a set of theoretical books,a set of textbooks and a set of
teaching reference books. The books are widely used and are on display at the
China Mathematics Education Museum in Ningbo. The introductions of such
materials are listed here for reference.

This part is compiled strictly following the format requirement from The
Collection of Philosophy and Social Science Research Result, published by
Central China Normal University.

Evaluation & Assessment includes feedback on the experiments from edu-
cational experts, scholars, professors, mainstream media, Internet, government,
research institutes,academic bodies,researchers, partners,experiment bases and
participated teachers since 1980.

Experience Propagation is the use and publicizing of the experimental a-
chievements. It includes the analysis, work summaries, research, surveys, rele-
vant documents from the educational government and educational development
plans, authored by participating partners, research institutes, government,
media,schools,classes and researchers.

In addition,the Office of the Heuristic Education Method Research Center
has compiled some information and statistics, which also reflects the situation of

the propagation of the research achievements.

(Translated by Jiang Jingjing and Dwight Daniels)
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