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（根据 Joseph Jacobs 1892 年英译本翻译）



智慧书

002

1. Everything is at its Acme.

Especially the art of making one's way in the world. 

There is more required nowadays to make a single wise man 

than formerly to make Seven Sages, and more is needed 

nowadays to deal with a single person than was required with 

a whole people in former times.

1. 万物皆臻极致

世间万物，皆臻极致，尤其是为人处世的技艺。现

在要造就一个智者，比过去造就希腊七贤，所需尤多 ；如

今要应付一个人，比从前应付整整一个民族，费力更大。

2. Character and Intellect.

These are the two poles of our capacity; one without 

the other is but halfway to happiness. Intellect is not enough, 

character is also needed. On the other hand, it is the fool's 
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misfortune to fail in obtaining the position, employment, 

neighborhood, and circle of friends of his choice. 

2. 性格与智力

性格与智力，乃是我们能力的两极 ；二缺其一，半

途而废。仅有智力是不够的，性格同样不可或缺。从另一

方面讲，愚鲁之人的不幸，正是在于他们在获取地位、职

业、邻里和自己所选择的朋友圈子等等方面都很失败。

3. Keep matters for a time in suspense.

Admiration at their novelty heightens the value of your 

achievements. It is both useless and insipid to play with your 

cards on the table. If you do not declare yourself immediately, 

you arouse expectation, especially when the importance of 

your position makes you the object of general attention. 

Mix a little with everything, and the very mystery arouses 

veneration. And when you explain, do not be too explicit, 

just as you do not expose your inmost thoughts in ordinary 

conversation. Cautious silence is the sacred sanctuary of 

worldly wisdom. A resolution declared is never highly thought 

of—it only leaves room for criticism. And if it happens to fail, 

you are doubly unfortunate. Besides, you imitate the divine 

way when you inspire people to wonder and watch. 
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3. 让事情暂时秘而不宣

充满惊喜的赞叹，会使你的成就升值。老早就亮出

底牌，既无益又无趣。不要急于表露自己，这样你就能唤

起人们的期许，尤其当你所处的位置关乎至重，足以使你

成为人们普遍关注的目标时，则更是如此。对每件事情都

要稍事含混，正是这一点点神秘才能引人崇拜。当你解释

的时候，不要和盘托出，正如在平常的交谈中，你也不会

将自己内心深处的想法袒露无遗。谨慎的沉默，是尘世智

慧的庄严圣殿。将自己的决定公告周知，从来就不是什么

高明的想法，那只不过是给批评留出了空间。如果它碰巧

不成功，则是你双倍的不幸。此外，当你引起人们的惊奇

和注视的时候，请仿效神的所作所为吧。

4. Knowledge and Courage.

These are the elements of Greatness. They give 

immortality, because they are immortal. Each is as much as 

he knows, and the wise can do anything. A man without 

knowledge, a world without light. Wisdom and strength, eyes 

and hands. Knowledge without courage is sterile.

4. 知识与勇气

知识与勇气，是成就大事业的基本要素。这二者是

不朽的，因此也带给你不朽。你是怎样的人，取决于你掌
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