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Unit One

=
A TE-|

Pre-Reading Questions

~—

1. What is a blind date?
2. When did World War II break out?

A A A A N A
N e e e e e

In 1945, there was a young boy of 14 in a concentration camp. He was tall, thin
but had a bright smile. One day, a young girl came by the other side of the fence.
She noticed the boy and asked him if he spoke Polish, and he said yes. He looked
hungry. She then reached in her pocket and gave him an apple. He thanked her and
she went away. The next day, she came again, bringing him another apple. Each
day, she walked by the outside of the fence, hoping to see him, and happily handed
him an apple and talked with him.

One day he told her not to come by any more. He told her he would be shipped
to another concentration camp. As he walked away with tears streaming down his
face, he wondered if he’d ever see her again. She was the only kind person he’d seen
across the fence.

Years later, he moved to America. In 1957, his friends had fixed him up on a
blind date. He picked the woman up, and during the dinner they began talking of
Poland and the concentration camp. She said she was in Poland at that time. She said
she used to talk to a boy and gave him an apple daily. He asked if this boy was tall,
skinny and if he had told her that she shouldn’t come back because he was leaving.
She said yes.

It was she, the young girl who came by every day to give him apples. After 12

years, after the war and in another country, they met again. What are the odds? He

o1



proposed to her on that very night and told her he’d never again let her go. They are
still happily married today.

Miracles do happen, and there is a greater force at work in our lives.

N Proper Name

Polish ['polif] n. K Z2E

N New Words and Expressions

i

concentration camp a type of prison & ¥

[konsn'trelfn kwmp] n.

Polish ['poulif] adj. of Poland; the native language of Poland ¥ =
8, Pk 2N 0k 2B

ship [f1p] . send somebody /something by ship 4%z

date [dert] n. meet with somebody who might become a

boyfriend or a girlfriend £54&

odds [pdz] n. the degree to which something is likely to
happen T 48/

propose [pro'povz | . ask somebody to marry you K4

miracle ['mirokl] n. a lucky thing that happens that you didn’t expect

or think was possible & iF

Questions 15
Choose the appropriate letters A-D.
1. Which of the following words can be used to describe the young girl?
A. Kind. B. Simple-minded. C. Beautiful. D. Far-sighted.
2. Every day the girl walked by the outside of the fence to
A. see what was happening in the concentration camp
B. advise the boy to escape from the concentration camp

C. have a talk with the boy
e



D. sell an apple to the poor boy
3. When the boy learned that he was being shipped to another concentration
camp
A. he knew he would live a happy life
B. he agreed to meet the girl in the USA
C. he didn’t know whether he had the chance to meet the girl again
D. he worried about how he could get an apple each day
4. The best title for the passage would be
A. A Happy Date B. A Surprising Marriage
C. A Legendary Boy D. Lovely Coincidence
5. In 1957 he picked up the woman
A. to thank her for what she had done in Poland
B. to find out the girl he had been eager to see
C. because he worked as a driver
D

. because his friends had asked him to make a date with her

Questions 610
Do the following statements reflect the claims of the writer in Passage 17?
Write
YES if the statement reflects the claims of the writer
NO if the statement contradicts the claims of the writer
NOT GIVEN if it is impossible to say what the writer thinks about this
6. The girl went into the concentration camp to talk with him.
7. When he met her later after war, she was still beautiful and healthy.
8. They recognized each other as soon as they saw each other.
9. When they met , they talked about the war.

10. He didn’t marry her though he was thankful.



Passage 2

Pre-Reading Questions

1. When were the first potatoes brought to Europe?

2. Why did the King tell his nobles to plant potatoes?

J PR AAS AN A A A
g }_1

e

Today potatoes are eaten all over the world. But long ago people didnt eat
potatoes. They did not even give them to their pigs. They believed that roots which
grew underground were bad for people’s health.

The Indians of South America planted potatoes and ate them for the first time.
Spanish people brought the first potatoes to Europe from South America in about
1565. But the Europeans were not interested in them. After about two hundred years
some people in the French government discovered that potatoes were very good food.

They told King Louis about it. The King was very pleased. He told his nobles to
plant potatoes. The nobles planted them, but nobody ate them. The government had
a good idea!

The government built a large fence around the potatoes field, and sent many
guards to watch it. During the day guards watched over the potatoes field, so that
people didn’t even come near the fence. But at night all the guards went home. When
the guards were away, lots of people came to take away the potatoes.

Finally there were no potatoes in the field.

The King and his government were very happy. Because they thought that
people would now have enough food. They were right. More and more people began
to eat potatoes, and they knew they were good and not expensive. The news spread
fast.

The news spread from France to other countries. For example, potatoes grew so
well in Ireland that they became an important food there. But in the 19th century the
potatoes did not grow well there. Thousands of people died because they were too
hungry, so a lot of people in Ireland went to North America.

Today the potato is one of the most common and popular foods in the world.

4



N Proper Names

. Indian ['mdron] n. P& ZA

. South America [sav0 o'mertka] n. & £ N

1
2

3. European [juora'pim] n. B A
4. King Louis [kip' luirs | B 2% 5

N New Words and Expressions

root [rust] n. a part of a plant grow under the ground &

noble ['noubl] n. a person who comes from a family of high social

rank 7%

fence [fens] n. a structure made of wood or wire 3 &, , W42,
B A2

guard [ga:d] n. a person who protects a place or people 1%

spread ['spred] v. be known by more and more people 1%3#%, Ft%

common ['kpmon ] adj. existing in large numbers or in many places % J
)

Questions 1115
Choose the appropriate letters A-D.

11. The people who first tried potatoes were

A
B.
C.
D.

Spanish people
a lot of people in Ireland
the South American Indians

some people in the French government

12. The French government tried

A.
B.
C.

to know why people didn’t want to eat potatoes
to give people potato plants to have much more food

to give the king potato plants, and the king was pleased



D.

to give potato plants to hungry people, but they didn’t try them

13. Guards watched over the potato field during the day, because

A.
B.
C.

they didn’t want people to try to get potatoes
they thought people would not come near the fence
they thought people would be interested in potatoes and take them away

at night

. they want to catch people when they try to pull up potatoes and run away with

them

14. French people began to eat potatoes .

A.
C.

in the 16th century B. in the 17th century

in the 18th century D. in the 19th century

15. Potatoes became important food in Ireland

A.

because they grew very well there

. and the news spread to other countries

B
C.
D

and the people there knew they were good and not expensive

. because people did not get enough wheat in the middle of the 19th century

Questions 1620

Do the following statements reflect the claims of the writer in Passage 27?

Write
YES
NO

if the statement reflects the claims of the writer

if the statement contradicts the claims of the writer

NOT GIVEN if it is impossible to say what the writer thinks about this

16. The potatoes were brought to Europe from South America.

17. King Louis himself liked eating potatoes very much.

18. The French planted potatoes first in Europe.

19. The guards watched over the potatoes day and night.

20. Later the French people liked it because it was good and expensive.



Unit Two

Passage 1
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Pre-Reading Questions

. What are how o books?

A A A A N N

1
2. Why have how-o books become so popular?

How-to books are very popular in the United States today. Thousands of books
like this begin with titles that start with the words how-to. Many of how-o books
give advice on careers. They tell you how to choose a career and how to succeed in
it. If you fail, however, you can buy a book called How to Turn Failure into
Success. If you would like to become very rich, you can buy the book How to Make
a Million. If you never make any money at all, you need a book called How to Live
on Nothing.

Of all the most popular types of books, there is one that helps you with personal
problems. If you are unhappy with your life, you can read How to Love Every
Minute of Your Life. If you are exhausted with books on happiness, you may choose
a book called How to Make Yourself Sad.

You may want to know why how-to books have become so popular. Probably
life has become so popular. Probably life has become so complex. Now people have
far more free time to use, more choices to make, and more problems to solve.

Maybe how-o books can help people deal with modern life.



N New Words and Expressions

popular ['popjulo ] adj. liked, admired, or enjoyed by many people &
ATHY; R AY; RARA

give somebody advice on AN

career [ko'rro] n. way of making a living; profession %4 JE; 22 71 ;
R Ak

be exhausted with IR =

happiness ['hapimis] n. *Aa; &%

complex ['kpmpleks ] adj. consisting of many different and connected parts
B ety XEVLID ARG

solve [splv] ». find the answer to ( a problem etc. ) &2 ( ¥4
%)

Questions 14
Do the following statements reflect the claims of the writer in Passage 1?
Write
YES if the statement reflects the claims of the writer
NO if the statement contradicts the claims of the writer
NOT GIVEN if the statement is not given in the passage
1. How+o books help people deal with modern life.
How-to books can help you with personal problems.

How o books can help you do anything.

Rl

It’s a waste of time to read how-to books.

Questions 5-8
Choose the appropriate letters A-D.

5. If one wants to change his job from one type to another, he probably needs to read

A. How to Succeed
8



