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Raymond P. Lorion, PhDD
Executive Director
Center for Application and Innovation Research in Education (CAIRE)

Towson University

In the interest of full disclosure, I should acknowledge from the outset that
from 2004 to the recent past, I served as Dean of the College of Education and
Professor of Instructional Leadership and Professional Development at Towson
University in Towson, Maryland (United States). Effective July 1, 2015, 1
moved from Dean to focusing full-time as Executive Director of the Center for
Application and Innovation Research in Education (CAIRE) at Towson
University. Operating since 2010, CAIRE’s primary responsibility has been to
conduct formative and summative evaluations of Maryland’s comprehensive
approach to educational improvement with $ 250 million funding from the U. S,
Department of Education. As explained below, both of these positions involved
me directly in pursuit of Mr. Yanglong’s goals in preparing this most
enlightening volume! Both positions also linked me to his experiences at Towson
University and at schools and school systems surrounding Towson University.

For these reasons, I openly admit to a conflict of interest in discussing Mr.
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Yanglong’s volume. I believe in the positions he advocates and fully support and
admire his efforts to align his school specifically and the educational priorities of
his province and nation with educational strategies that are contemporary, global
and future-oriented.

Mr., Yanglong appears uniquely suited to author this volume. He is an
experienced administrator of a middle-school that reflects the global reach and
significance of Shanghai. His school exemplifies the cutting-edge educational approach
advocated in this volume. Its student population is highly diverse and consequently
contribute by their very presence to its defining emphasis on the development of a
global perspective. Moreover, as a Principal of a Middle-School his educational
program captures students at a critically significant developmental stage. The middle-
school period coincides with the cognitive transition from concrete to formal
operational thinking and with the emotional and behavioral transition that establishes
one’s identity as a productive individual capable of engaging other people and
institutions in committed, intimate and sustained relationships. Middle school students
are widely recognized by educators as among the most challenging and rewarding
learners. They also represent those most prepared to grasp the excitement of
contemporary opportunities for digital approaches to the acquisition of information and
the adoption of 21* Century skills. By definition, they represent the nucleus of
generational change. Exposing them to the educational perspective advocated in this
volume creates the fertile grounds for accelerated local, national and global progress.

The author presents his vision for educational excellence systematically. The
foundational experience on which he builds his perspective lies inthe ecology within
which it has been nurtured, i.e., Shanghai Jingcai Experimental Middle School located
within the Pudong New Area’s Lian Yang international community. To understand the
vision, readers are introduced to that unique setting. Its diversity and global nature
gave rise to the author’s appreciation of the implications of mining educational veins
across the world. One assumes that the each classroom within this unique school both

required and nurtured an international perspective in students, teachers and
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administrators, As noted, however, the richness of that perspective lies in its modified
adoption to fit local needs; regional demands; and national goals and purposes. The
volume speaks eloquently about using what is gained from the careful study and
analysis of how educational methods and materials that emerge in other parts of the
world are the raw material that can be (re)shaped to catalyze innovation in teaching
and learning.

Towson University has a long and proud record of commitment to
collaboratingwith educators and educational systems in China! For nearly two
decades we have offered graduate programs in Shanghai that involve members of
our faculty teaching in January and from mid-May through mid-August.
Through these programs, Towson University’s College of Education has been
able to contribute to the professional development of Shanghai-based educators
and instructional leaders. As Dean, 1 had the privilege of participating in the
commencement ceremonies recognizing the completion of the curriculum and
receipt of a Master’s degree in secondary education from Towson University.
Each of these visits allowed me the opportunity to visit local schools and interact
with leaders of educational institutions such as the People’s Educational Press
and General Plan’s initiatives. Through these meetings 1 learned of China’s
promising strategies to maximize learning and improve instruction. As 1
welcomed returning faculty from their teaching commitments in Shanghai, I
heard directly of how much they had gained through their discussions with
students and collaborations with Chinese educators and professors. Thus, as
correctly described by Mr. Yanglong, such exchanges are highly reciprocal and
beneficial to all who are involved.

For at least a decade, Towson University has also hosted visiting
educational leaders and teachers on its campus. These visits were designed to
offer visitors direct exposure to American instructional settings; chances for
informal and formal discussions with faculty responsible for preparing teachers

and principals; and conversational exchanges of American and Chinese
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educational philosophies; methods and promising innovations. In recent years,
my role in these discussions has been to describe elements of Maryland’s Race to
the Top (RTTT) award from the U. S. Department of Education. Maryland
received $ 250 million to support 54 projects directed by the Maryland State
Department of Education ( MSDE-approximately $125 million) and an
additional 120 projects within local school systems (approximately $125
million). MSDE’s projects were focused upon the following priorities: 1) new
standards and assessments to increase the academic rigor of curriculum offerings
across grades 1-—12 to increase preparation of students for college and career
success ; 2) new data systems that enable schools to track students across their
educational experiences and into their careers and also to track the educational
preparation of educators; 3) development of great teachers and leaders to
enhance the instructional effectiveness of teachers and instructional leaders; and
4) turning around Maryland’s lowest performing schools to reverse long-
standing patterns of academic failure in urban and rural schools. For each
project, the research center that I direct (CAIRE) was responsible for
documenting the process and products resulting from funded activities; the
extent to which the products were utilized and; finally the impact each product
had on instruction and academic achievement.

In many respects, 1 sense that Mr. Yanglong’s objective in writing this
volumealigns closely with the RTTT goals, i.e., to create the conditions within
which true academic innovation can occur that enhances the effectiveness of all
teachers and the achievement of all learners. Like RTTT, this volume
emphasizes the importance of rigorous standards whose application is consistent
and whose consequences are measurable, sustainable and incremental. To
accomplish that, one’s perspective must be global and willing to identify;
critically examine and adopt promising instructional strategies from across the
world. One must also appreciate that contemporary learners have never lived

without access to technology; to the world of knowledge; and consequently to
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methods for gathering information, processing its validity and applicability and
thereby preparing oneself for 21" Century challenges. Today’s student-learning
experiences are quite different from their parents and even their teachers. Our
educational methods must fit their lives rather than mirror the earlier
experiences of those responsible for raising and teaching them!

The contents of this volume provide substantiveinsights into this emerging
world of learning that characterizes contemporary teaching and learning.
Building on its originating philosophy, the volume shares with its readers the
substantive experiences from the author’s studies abroad generally and at
Towson University specifically as the foundation on which readers’ will develop
a rich understanding of the Shanghai Jingcai Experimental Middle School’s
approach to education. Examination of the contents of Chapter 3 of this volume
reveals the author’s recognition that educational advances require systematic and
synergistic attention to multiple factors including the culture of the setting in
which teaching and learning are to occur; the organization of the curriculum
such that it allows students to gain developmentally appropriate knowledge,
skills and attitudes that are both incremental and generate internally a hunger
for further knowledge and personal development within both students and
educators, Echoed throughout the volume is the critical importance of
incorporating within all elements of the instructional program awareness that
national boundaries are permeated by international access to knowledge and
therefore of preparing students to wisely gather and process such information.
To do so, requires the kinds of international linkages exemplified by the
author’s personal development as a teacher, scholar and educational innovator.

Creation of a learning environment in which 21% Century teaching and
learning occurs requires institutional commitment to the continuing professional
development of all involved in the design of curricula; the creation of lesson
plans and instructional assignments and the continual motivation of young

learners to feed their appetites for knowledge and their pursuit of self-development.
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Thus, the volume makes clear the importance of continuing education for teachers but
also the ongoing exchange of ideas between those who teach and those who learn;
between educators and those segments of the economy who require a well-prepared
workforce to remain competitive; and between those responsible for public education
and those who support civicminded and civil citizens.

All of the above elements are found within the pages of this volume. It is an
important scholarly work of significant practical importance. It provides an
understanding of contemporary education and a guide to future versions that will

be required as we move year by year and decade by decade into the 21 Century.
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