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This book, The Pictorial Annals of Shanghai 1994, is compiled by a handful of wellknown
scholars at the invitation of Shanghai People’s Publishing House. A book of this kind has never
been published on the mainland before,and it will be updated to a new edition every year. The au-
thors, with their specialized knowledge of the major aspects of the societal and cultural develop-
ments, present here an intelligent ,informal, thoughtful and analytical perspective quite different
from numerous other publications on this topic, which nevertheless succeed in showing the huge
achievements brought by Shanghai’s 3 year project to renovate the overloaded metropolis and in
heartening the people both in and out of the city. Following the model of foreign pictorial annals,
this book contains hundreds of pictures loaded with history, which give a dynamic and panoramic
view of the developments and trends in Shanghai. 1994, and whose realism and vividity are quite
rare. The short explanations and comments in this book are full of the insights originating from
the scholars’ academic research, whose aim, in final analysis, are retrospéctive evaluation and
predictive demonstration. Admittedly,the opinions inside this book are personal. but it deserves
enthusiastic praise and definite recommendation.

One of the most important linchpins in socialist construction is the interaction between the

theorists and practitioners in various areas, the former’s relatively aloof standing enables them to



observe and analyze the complex inner mechanism of the process and to offer their insights ob-
tained from objective scholarly inquiry without falling into a very judgmental tone. This could be
regarded as a new combination of theoretical postulation and field work, as it is unrealistic to de-
mand the scholars to go to work on the construction sites and the practitioners to carry on theoreti-
cal research. The detached perspective of these authors are different from that of the mass media
and official institutions,and can help people engaged in actual work obtain an objective view in
working out new projects and in doing strategy analysis. It is of particular importance to such a
super-size cosmopolis as Shanghai, where the unthinkably complicated social and cultural changes
entail not only enormous expense and labor but also a far-sighted leadership and design. This book
could be used as a tool to pool different opinions from multidisciplinary perspectives.

So I congratulate the publishing house for the compilation of such a timely book and sincerely
wish to see an updated version every year. And I would like to take this opportunity to make the
suggestion that the editors should collect the feedback after its publication and accumulate experi-
ence to improve its contents as well as its form. The betterment of this novel organ to articulate
the new ideas and fresh profiles of the rapidly advancing city will surely make it a new year gift

waited for in eager expectation by readers everywhere at the turn of every year.

Wang Daohan
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= Comrade Deng Xiaoping paid great attention to the development of Shanghai_.






