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Victor Hugo

Victor Hugo (26 February 1802-22 May 1885) was
a French poet, novelist, and dramatist of the Romantic
movement. He is considered one of the greatest and
best known French writers. In France, Hugo's literary
fame comes first from his poetry but also rests upon his
novels and his dramatic achievements. Among many
volumes of poetry, Les Contemplations and La Légende
des siecles stand particularly high in critical esteem.
Outside France, his best-known works are the acclaimed
novels Les Miserables, 1862, and Notre-Dame de Paris,
1831 (known in English as The Hunchback of Notre-
Dame). He also produced more than 4,000 drawings,
which have since been admired for their beauty, and
earned widespread respect as a campaigner for social
causes such as the abolition of the death penalty.

Though a committed royalist when he was young,
Hugo's views changed as the decades passed, and he
became a passionate supporter of republicanism; his
work touches upon most of the political and social
issues and artistic trends of his time. He was buried in
the Panthéon. His legacy has been honoured in many
ways, including his portrait being placed on francs.



Is This Book for You?
E5HNRE E5FE/EH

— "RENATEXE" FHBEZ
(EREEHE) Si%

R

BEREHANAWREZH, Wz EZHL
AMAERBEFLALRERGH T . %7 T11634
WEREEREZ -EHFAABNEEHHE, ZFE
EROGRME, CHIAEEHTE, LTENEIERHGF
N, B, FENELGRL, B E ERAESE
WHEAZ— BUEXNMHEREERL THE, F2F4
YR I8 £ R W RAH FAM R ME & (BRx
) o

%% - MR (1802—1885) , HEREKIFA.
BIER . MK, B EMXZEB K, EEREEX
XFEH T H— £ FPRMEEKLCORE, ¥
MOMAEWEEXFFLETEAR . AEEZELAY
FERPERNERE, WREEE “ROZHEEZER
RRAERZ—, ThEE-—W—M" . TR - F=
CEBELZFHBEHATR: “EXFRMERF W
AHEAY, WREE-FEEZZFEAROFHMHEA 7

MRAIBTERFN ( (HMRER) FE) iR




2

BT XZAFEERIL AitaEiE, BRAXEAHE
WHEREAR . oL FEF —NEY AR
FRAHKHEN, e d: “BREABENEFHHEN
RAFMME, BEEEXERFGT IR R EFENR
Fo 7 “AMAEFRWMEDL, MPERFRE, MERE
REmEE, THEEHF, BRS LA 7 IAA
RAEBEXAERAAHGEN, FIEERBRYESS
%, WRRLHMREZ, THERFENKE AN
(BERZHR) REFHIERT AR, £XIFE
B, EEAWBANBEELEBEL, ST EEA
BRI, W, XML R RKEX —XFR
WAL BENLARD &,

(BREZEHR) FEXRLEXHEACR, WR
BRFEHBEAMRENRE EXFE, BEKREH
BFRT LSRN RE, LEANNAE, FHbLZET
FEHET T DA ET RO AAT £ EHEARE,
FE BT KA MBI E T, A £ EER,

MNREBAATISELEE S T —tERETWEAN
io%muﬁ%ﬁﬁwﬁﬁxﬁhﬁﬁﬂ%f LEX L
BER, WREEBRWIMAWAEALE, REHLT
EﬁA%/T%¢ﬁ%%Fﬁ% HHEERLEMAL
HAETHTE B EMRANBE

EAGHEFEMAER LR (1956 M, £¥
BH ) W—Jk, HRATWRKE A TRIFZHA
WHEER, WREEWERIHR, RARXAZER
HHEAEEAFAE T LM BE R FE “ANArKH”
(BA “e&” R “BH" ) KNAMFHEFHRAR
H, AT LSRR, ﬂﬁﬁi?%%%ﬁ$*%ﬁ%o
W%%ﬁ%ﬁ XNMREWRARTE 2R, BHERE



3

K, MEERMAFRZFEMRAEN LT EETERE
WU, T HOBEFEAMER, B4, 4K, THH
FROCEFRFA, ERREERHER N AT R4
—%xFE, GTHRAATRNEZ L THRERE

MRACERSDMRBEFZHALNESE, B
TEHRHXEAENTE

(BERZHR) BETREETHLEZENK
F: BRI ERE| EHLBENRERER, HEFR
BOH, MRERE LT F NRL R HEAL, R
Baor BT kM, RATEY, WESFRUEFEE
LEWFEHEALE, FRRIIKEH LS EEF
Ho ERANEZHHUAELECHEREMAZE, T
BREZAR, FERE. RAZH LS E I
“EANT AR T M TEE AR HER R A
THES W UEH B EETHE . BRAEHHRN.
RELTLBHANEE, EHEVTHKE LK. WREDU
AEFERTEK, TRFSMHZAFE, KRBT Fit
RFEEHXWNENTE, HEHURAGER, MR
TRTEBETZHWNEN, EET IHEELEREX
W=, AHERT TEZHARNERAEZ., €04
A B o

Fam Tk, TRAA, ZHHEXERTE %
RBEEHEREN, MEZTENEMITRERNKXEHS
FELHIER, RRTZIEUNE M FEE S TREE
HEKEARNESGE, XL Z I Hh Lo o
AFEESZANZRWDANEZ 2T EHERAET
Wi, AAREHRT FHLHELHFENBEE R
Lo B2, WRATERABETHANER, MEHE
By A LM, HHAREH MR EHSHTENR



4

H, XEFEAWRFHHATHEE, UBELARFER
H—-FAFHRLHABWAR, HAMNAISELRF
BHBHKRE LS, EELFLERHT T RHFELTE
B “SEET, PR, 25, ARFMNEBREZ. &
WHE, BEHEH, REH2ABRE, HEHRZH
WHTATEREHIE, “TH” KB RIREA4T
5, B TARBARABNERNE, KRBT UHF
FOERERM KARAEF TSR LMW CAR
THLWEREEESHSE, RAHEA T 18304
“BRAER" WHEAEMH,

(BREHR) XBEEHFAZL, T£TA
RAAz e nsiRE, RATHEEESTE. T
RENRG, BAETBANNFEES §ZHiBkZ
WA LUHRT A ——ARETWH, —NEE
FH, ERMATNS R AR RE M M
T, R AL TRKERENRKEAN, AHKT A
b———MEFZHANE S, —IMREFHREIN
B, EABE, BA-NEF, —MRY, WA
RAHAIEA S

NEEBURREREL, B RALEHRE T
W, BT, RMAAZHHRERLZR U,
(BRI ) A NBEREECERZ A,



General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare’s plays, Shelley’s poems,
mark Twain’s novels and Nietzsche’s works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocational, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people’s mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
is Iliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture is the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country’s culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People’s Publishing House is to be
congratulated for its foresight and courage in making
a new series of world literary classics available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

I am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in china. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing “spiritual civilization”, it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing
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PREFACE

few years ago, while visiting or, rather,

rummaging about Notre-Dame, the author
of this book found, in an obscure nook of one of the
towers, the following word, engraved by hand upon
the wall:—

ANArKH.

These Greek capitals, black with age, and quite
deeply graven in the stone, with I know not what
signs peculiar to Gothic caligraphy imprinted upon
their forms and upon their attitudes, as though with
the purpose of revealing that it had been a hand of
the Middle Ages which had inscribed them there, and
especially the fatal and melancholy meaning contained
in them, struck the author deeply.

He questioned himself; he sought to divine who
could have been that soul in torment which had not
been willing to quit this world without leaving this
stigma of crime or unhappiness upon the brow of the
ancient church.

Afterwards, the wall was whitewashed or scraped
down, I know not which, and the inscription
disappeared. For it is thus that people have been in
the habit of proceeding with the marvellous churches
of the Middle Ages for the last two hundred years.
Mutilations come to them from every quarter, from
within as well as from without. The priest whitewashes
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them, the archdeacon scrapes them down; then the
populace arrives and demolishes them.

Thus, with the exception of the fragile memory
which the author of this book here consecrates to
it, there remains to-day nothing whatever of the
mysterious word engraved within the gloomy tower
of Notre-Dame,—nothing of the destiny which it so
sadly summed up. The man who wrote that word upon
the wall disappeared from the midst of the generations
of man many centuries ago; the word, in its turn, has
been effaced from the wall of the church; the church
will, perhaps, itself soon disappear from the face of
the earth.

It is upon this word that this book is founded.

March, 1831.
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