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Preface

Human beings have always been suffering from various kinds of diseases. Heavy envi-
ronmental pollutions worry the diseased and healthy people alike. Mental stresses and oth-
er causes make people susceptible to diseases. Yet effective remedies in western medijcine
are few ,especially for dubious and complicated chronic diseases. Therefore ,more and more
people turn to traditional Chinese medicine and pharmaceuticals (TCMP). Besides, the in-
creasing allertness against possible harmful side — effects of chemicals gives rise to the
trend in today’s world that people resort to nature for medicinal products aside from things
for wearing,eating,sheltering and moving. All these promise a wider acceptance of TCMP
in the world.

Since the 1980s, TCMP research has come to a stage of rapid development both at
home and abroad. A large number of {oreign scholars and students come to China every
year for TCMP studies. To better serve an era of rapid scientific and technological develop-
ment,and to improve and spread TCMP worldwide,it is necessary to conduct a systematic
study of its effect on preparation,of chemical —pharmacological issues in TCMP research,
and of the implantation and development of genuine medicinal herbs. All these will help es-
tablish a systematic engineering of TCMP research.

Since the foundation of the People’s Republic,a lot of pharmacologists have made
great efforts in TCMP research ,inheriting,analyzing and improving this traditional thera-
py. Here special mention should be made of our predecessors’ lifelong dedication to the re-
search work in this field ,which has paved way for later generations. It is our hnorable duty
to inherit and continue what they’ve done so as to keep pace with the development of mod-
ern science and technology.

With the help and support from senior pharmaceutical experts and colleagues,for the
purpose of laying a theoretical basis for the modernization of China’s pharmaceutical indus-
try, ] headed the compilation of the following academic works: Traditional Chinese Patent
Pharmacology , Historical Development and Current Research on Traditional Chinese Phar-
maceutical Preparations, Traditional Chinese Pharmaceutical Engineering. I also wrote Ge-
ography of Natural Drugs,a work of many years of painstaking exploration,in an attempt
to tackle the problem of the genuineness of natural medicinal plants. As one of the leading
compilers,1 also undertook the organizational work and participated in the compilation of
What’s What of Traditional Chinese Materia Medica,which,as an epoch —marking work,
owes much to the help and support of the State Pharmaceutical Administration (SPA),Chi-
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