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ABSTRACT

Commercial health insurance is an important part of medical insurance
system. With the population aging in the world, improvement of medical
technology, enhancement of health care demand, the expenditure of social
medical insurance in different countries become more and more enormous,
which is an unbearable burden. Many countries reform its social medical in-
surance. As an important complementarity of medial safeguard, commercial
health insurance is given much more attention by scholars and the govern-
ment. Since the 90's of the last century,social medical insurance in our coun-
try has made great progress. Under the historical chance and the great sup-
port of the government, commercial health insurance grows rapidly in our
country., On the other hand, there is no denying that many problems and
shortcomings exist in their playing and developing. It is far from the antici-
pant of people and aim of the government.

This dissertation sets out from the character of disease risk,comparing
advantage and disadvantage between different tackling methods. It discusses
and analyzes medial insurance system and commercial insurance under its
background, studies successful reform and development experience in the
world. After studying the basis theory of commercial health insurance, the
paper analyzes the current situation and problems of the medical insurance
system,health care system and commercial insurance in our country, puts
forward approaches about how to develop commercial insurance in the fu-
ture.

This dissertation is composed of introduction and four chapters.

The part of introduction summarizes the significance of this subject,
the domestic and international research status and problems. It makes a def-
inition of some related concept and indicates the study aim,research meth-
ods and the contributions this thesis strives to make.

The fist chapter is disease risks and medical insurance system. Disease

risk is a kind of pure risk,which is not only complex and affects widely but
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also does great harm to the society. Disease risk is a kind of especial risk
which affects the basis survival right of human— beings directly. Human—
beings is always trying to find effective ways and methods to resist it. In-
surance is an effective financial mechanism by transferring risk. It can make
the uncertainty of loss certain and aggregate people to share risk. Since
health care and medical insurance are of great importance, the government
of different countries intervene in medical insurance affairs positively and
set up characteristic medical insurance system without reference to its social
system and ideology. So far medical insurance system came through four pe-
riods, government intervention and economic liberalism theories have im-
portance infection on the appearance and development of medical insurance
system.

The second chapter focuses on commercial health insurance in different
medical insurance system modes. There are four kinds of medical insurance
system modes in the world, national health system, social medical insur-
ance, saving medical insurance and commercial health insurance modes. The
representative countries are United Kingdom, Germany, Singapore and A-
merica. The content and reform experience of the four modes can be used
for reference in constructing and consummating medical insurance system in
our country. The commonness of the four modes should be paid much more
attention to. Medical insurance system in different countries is not pure so-
cial insurance and commercial insurance, but the mixture of them. The room
and status of commercial medical insurance in different modes is distinguis-
hing. The developing experience worth while studying.

The third chapter focus on theory about commercial health insurance.
Social medical insurance and commercial health insurance has different prin-
ciple. It distinguishes from each other in many aspects. If we set out analy-
zing from the public goods theory,we know that health insurance is quasi—
public goods,which can be provided by government or market. Serious mar-
ket failure in health insurance market determines that government should
take part in providing health insurance and hold out developing commercial
health insurance. But government is not almighty and there exists govern-
ment failure. The best health insurance supply mode is the effective join of

social medical insurance provided by the government and commercial health
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insurance provided by commercial insurance companies. The shortcomings
of health insurance market decide that we should settle two problems be-
fore realizing developing commercial health insurance well. One is control-
ling risk of commercial health insurance, the other is supervising commer-
cial health insurance. Commercial insurance companies in America operate
successfully. We can learn its risk control technology. Many countries form
different intendance modes according to its political and economic system,
scale of the commercial health insurance market and historical custom. We
should take idiographic intendance measures considering the characteristic
of commercial health insurance.

The last chapter is research on commercial health insurance in China.
This chapter reviews medical insurance system, health care system and
commercial health insurance. The medical insurance system is divided into
two parts between city and country. The employee medical insurance has
experienced three periods since reform and opening up. It has make great
progress especially after 1998. But there are still many problems requiring
further consummation. Now city resident medical insurance system is in ex
perimental unit period,which faces some challenges. China starts construc-
ting cooperative medical system from this century,too. Great progress has
been made in few years. But cooperative medical system exists shortcom-
ings. During reforming and consummating medical insurance system, we can
find that the problems and corner faced by it is connected with health care
system closely in our country. We can't study commercial health insurance
without considering the health care system in China. Commercial insurance
has capacious market, huge potential and a few conditionality factors. We
should learn from international experience and overcome them. The devel-
opment of commercial insurance needs good exterior circumstance. Under
the situation of behindhand health care system, developing commercial in-
surance needs support coming from many aspects and corresponding re-

form.

KEY WORDS: disease risk, medical insurance system, health insur-

ance, health care system
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