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My Father's Hands
AL E Y T 2

His hands were once so warm, which had lived
so well, but had never learned to write.

A Unique Job
TR B ) 18

A father’s job is unique.

A Good Heart to Lean On
AR 30

| think of him when | complain about trifles,
when | am envious of another’s good fortune,
when | don't have a ‘§ood heart”.
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Can I Buy an Hour of Your Time?
Fe T ASEAR— /N
fif 1 7 42

Can | buy an hour of your time? Please come
home early tomorrow. | would like to have din-

ner with you.

Dad
L % 52

| told my father how much | loved him.

I Was Stepdad
44k 4L 68

| think they were relieved to hear me say that |
was not trying to replace their real father.



The Emotional Bank Account
N AT 90

As you begin to make deposits in the Emotional
Bank Account, you may see positive results im-

mediately.

Peeling Away Artifice for the
Pure Original
ENot 106

Everything they see for the first time is elemen-
tary to their sense of beauty and creativity.

Dad Is Sure That He Could Play
That Mandolin
AL SR A BE K 118

Dad was doing something he had done all his
life, giving. As sick as he was, he was still

pleasing others.
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- My Father Was My Hero
AL S 2 3 Y B e 136

Strength and determination were the qualities of
this fine man.
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His hands were once so warm,

which had lived so well , but had never

learned to write.

My Fathers Hands

His hands were rough and exceedingly® strong. He

could gently prune® a fruit tree or firmly ease a stubborn®

horse into a harness®.

exceedingly adv. 3E % 3, #Z 3

)
® prune v. 3 &
® stubborn adj. 7 B &, B hay, BE g, Bk,

XM BAT Y, MEAL P 44
@ harnessn. (A&8)LH, 2 LehF, 7§
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What | remember most is the special warmth from
those hands as he would take me by the shoulder and
point out the glittering swoop® of a blue hawk, or a rabbit
asleep in its lair.

They were good hands that served him well and
failed him in only one thing. They never learned to write.

My father was illiterate®. The number of illiterates®
in our country has steadily declined, but if there were
only one | would be saddened, remembering my father
and the pain he endured because his hands never learned
to write. He started school in the first grade, where the
remedy for a wrong answer was ten ruler strokes across a
stretched palm. For some reason, shapes, figures and
letters just did not fall into the right pattern inside his six
year old mind. His father took him out of school after

several months and set him to a man's job on the farm.

swoop n. £ KX TF K, &4t
@ illiterate adj. RIRF 0, X ZHF W

illiterate n. X &
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Years later, his wife, with her fourth-grade educa-
tion , would try to teach him to read . And still later |
would grasp his big fist between my small hands and awk-
wardly® help him to trace the letters of his name. He sub-
mitted to the ordeal® for a short time, but soon grew rest-
less® and would declare that he had had enough.

One night, when he thought no one saw, he slipped
away with my second grade reader and labored over the
words until they became difficult. Thereafter, no amount
of persuading® could bring him to sit with pen and paper-.
He did still like to listen to my mother, and then to me,
read to him. He especially enjoyed listening to us read to

him from the Bible.

© awkwardly adv. Kk, L35

@ ordeal n. PEH AR, REFHEZE, B

® restless adj. FREFIR B, REFHW, RETH

@ vpersuade v. BLAR, 3B, (B) A4, M EAMCOR
O ¥
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