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The tall ships rode at anchor® in the harbour of Tro-

D ‘anchor n. % v. b4, ‘%E‘
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ezen,and a soft wind blew from the land, ready to bear
King Aegeus back to his home in Athens;but still he lin-
gered on the shore, walking to and fro with his lovely wife
Aethra, who clasped their infant® son in her arms. Aethra
was a princess of Troezen,and in that city Aegeus had a
princess®@ of Troezen,and in that city Aegeus had wooed
and married her.
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Why he couldn’t also take her back with him to his
own country, no man has been able to explain. The old

story tells us that Aegeus was forced to depart alone; and

linfant n. B )L, % ) adj. B )L#y, 4 # #]

princess n. A £
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before going on board he steeled himself to take a sorrow- o
ful® leave of his wife and child.
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“You must know,” he said to Aethra, “that all my
life T have wished that the gods would bless@ me with a
son,and at last my wish has been granted;so I would have
you rear him carefully,as befits awarrior and the son of a
king. ”
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Then, as he and Aethra paced the shore, Aegeus
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paused before a huge rock, and stooping down, he exer-
ted® his great strength to roll it aside and reveal® a hol-
low® space beneath it. Taking off his sandals and unbuck-
ling his jewelled sword,he placed them in the hollow. Af-
terwards he rolled back the rock to its former position.
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“When my son has grown to manhood,and is strong
enough to raise that rock,” continued Aegeus, “you must
bring him to this place, and let him discover for himself
the sword and the sandals@. Then,but not until then,you

may tell him the name of his father,and send him out to

seek me. ”
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Aegeus hastily®D embraced his wife and son. and
without a backward glance he departed to his ship. But
lovely Aethra stood in tears, watching the white sails as
they dipped down to the horizon. Her life had been passed
amid gaiety and music;and now,alone with the surge® on
the shore,she knew for the first time how desolate a story
is told by the breaking seas.
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Years passed, and the boy Theseus grew steadily in
strength and beauty. When he reached the age of sixteen,
his mother led him to the spot on the seashore where she
and her husband had said farewell®,

HELR . NMEHXANBEZTE R, ZBRmtRE.
R E] 16 2 A I i, f Bl SR DA BB S SR B
IR A T

“Now, my son,” she commanded him, “raise this
rock,and take out from the hollow beneath it whatever

”»

you find there.
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The youth rolled aside the rock with ease, and
brought from the hollow the sword and the sandals which
Aegeus had hidden.
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“Those sandals and that sword,” continued his moth-
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er, “belonged to your father, Aegeus of Athens.” Then
she told Theseus the story of her marriage and of his
birth,and the whole secret that she had kept for so long.
“And you must go forth. ”said she. “Your father comman-
ded that you should leave Troezen and cross the sea to
Athens,there to make yourself known to him.”
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“I will go forth® to meet my father.” replied the
youth. “But I will not cross the sea,for the way by sea is
too safe and certain. I will take the dangerous road by land

and by the time my journey is ended I shall have proved
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