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Preface

Zhang Chengxian

[t is a mission this age has entrusted to us to implement in an all- round way the
Party’s basic line of “one central task, two cardinal points”, and, under the guidance of
the thought of “gearing education to China’s modernization programmes .to the world
and to the future”, to deepen the reform in education and bring up generation after gener-
ation of builders and successors to the socialist cause who have developed in an all-round
way. In the course of deepening the reform, it is essential to explore the way to the estab-
lishment of a socialist educational system characteristic of China so that education can
serve the needs of socialist modernization programmes still better.

To deepen the reform in education. it is necessary to sum up historical experience
and draw on the experience of other countries and regions. What is important is to, pro-
ceeding from the reality of China, sum up the experience, both positive and negative,
since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, and study the new circumstances
and new problems arising in the process of socialist modernization so as to carry forward
the cause and forge ahead into the future. This is a basic research project for the establish-
ment of a socialist educational system characteristic of China. The publication of Book of
Major Educational Events in China provides a rich source of data for this research project.

For over five years, a number of comrades who are familiar with educational devel-
opments have looked up educational documents issued over the years by the Party and
the State. By presenting major events in entries, they have compiled and published this
book of historical reference, Book of Major Educational Events in China. This is an un-
dertaking of significance, and our gratitude goes to them for their hard work.

It is my hope that my colleagues on the educational front will be bold in their explora-
tion and make even greater contributions in deepening the reform in education.
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Foreword

Book of Major Educational Events ( 1949— [990) i1s a reference book of historical data. With
events presented in entries and educational documents used as basis, the Book records the sequence of
reforms and developments that took place in the 40 years after the founding of the People’s Republic
of China and serves as a reference for teachers and staff of schools of all levels and types, staff mem-
bers of educational administration of all levels, research fellows on education and students of
teachers’ universities and colleges in their research and study. It aims to serve the needs of deepening
the reform in education and establishing a socialist educational system characteristic of China.

The Book presents major events by entries grouped by the category they belong to and chronicled
by the order of years in which they took place. Allentries are narrative. The whole Book is divided into
8 volumes in two books: general information, basic education, higher education, vocational and
technical education, adult education. teacher education, national minority education and education
for returned overseas Chinese. It gives more than 1000 entries in over 3 million Chinese characters with
more than 400 illustrations in photos. With events as basic units for editing and presenting one event as
one entry, the Book records the origin and development ot the events through relevant educational
documents and actual circumstances without making comment or giving opinion. Educational docu-
ments referred 1o include documents and data issued over the years by the Central Committee of the
Chinese Communist Party, the State Council, the State Education Commission (Ministry of Educa-
tion) and other institutions concerned as well as relevant statements made by leaders of the Party and
the State and leading members of institutions concerned .Data concerning Taiwan have not been in-
cluded.

Compilers of the Book are persons in charge of the units concerned who are familiar with the cir-
cumstances, experts and scholars. The editing and publication of this book has the strong support of
such leading members and experts of educational institu‘[ions as Ye Liqun, Wang Xianming. Hao
Weigian, Hu Keying and others. We are most indebted to them for their valuable help.

In case of any error or omission, criticism by the readers will be most welcome.
Editorial Board

Book of Major Educational Events in China
August, 1992
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