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Some Cultural Elements for the Unification of the Ko-
rean Peninsula

Kang Yung—Kye

Man is a thinking being who creates ( appealing to his intelligence, affection and
will) culture as the groundwork of his social life. Therefore man is both the creator of
culture and creature of culture.

I .1 It thus becomes possible, seeing ethnology and history of some certain human
races, to determine the process of the realization of a nation. According to the Hegelian
dialectic family sublates to nation ( state) and then nation to world. We can say that
such Hegelian sublimation ( Aufheben) is not only spiritual sublimation, but also
cultural and social sublimation.

I.2 In this sense, we can say, the Korean Peninsula constitutes one nation,
albeit it is now divided in two parts ( North-Korea and South-Korea) by ideological and
political powers. Now we have an important and urgent question: Is the unification of
the Korean Peninsula impossible? Why is it impossible? If it is possible, then why is it
possible?

I .3 The unification of the Korean Peninsula is possible, because the Korean
Peninsula is already internally one nation through its long cultural history, although it is

now since about 60 years divided in two states.

I

Why do I hope so earnestly the unification of the Korean Peninsula, that I have to
provide some certain cultural foundations ( elements) that could realize the unification of
the Korean Peninsula? We can infer the reason for this fact from the unification of the

East and West Germany.
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II.1 What I will try to show here is that the unification of East and West Germany
could not be realized if there were merely some poor cultural traditions, products,
foundations and elements in the Germany spirit. We all know that some very rich and
worthy German cultural elements ( for example philosophy of Kant, Hegel, Nietzsche,
Gadamer, Adorno and Heidegger; music of Hendel, Bach, Beethoven, Mendelssohn;
literature of Goethe, Heine, Rilke) had played the most important role for the
unification of the East and West Germany, although political and economic powers have
really solved the division-problem of the East and West Germany.

We can consider the unification of the East and West Germany as a paradigm of
many paradigms that could present us a concrete way to provide a key to the unification
of the Korean Peninsula.

II.2 On the one hand political and economic powers can have a free hand for the
unification of the divided states, because such powers can change the real social order
and organization. But on the other hand, and this is the most important core for the
unification of the two divided states, some cultural elements make us possible to realize
the unification of the Korean Peninsula.

II.2.1 Cultural elements are the fertile ground from which a nation or a state can
permanently flourish. Therefore to create worthy and meaningful culture we have to
conserve and cultivate our traditional cultural products and at the same time we have to
subjectify many foreign cultural products.

Naturally political, economic or military powers can provide some considerable
influences on the unification of the Korean Peninsula, but such influences are worthy
only if political, economic or military powers are grounded on the traditional, substantial
and subjective culture of a nation or a state.

II. 2.2 I can propose here, very modestly, starting with some cultural elements, to
see how we can unify South Korea and North Korea and to investigate, for the unification
of the Korean Peninsula, the concrete aspects of our own traditional and subjective
cultural elements. To suggest at least a fundamental direction from which a possible
clear and distinct communication about the unification of the Korean Peninsula can take

its departure, we have to consider our own cultural elements and their actual, concrete
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and definite aspects and characteristics.

I

From the theoretical-practical point of view I can enumerate the following cultural
elements as the most important worthy and meaningful cultural foundations for the
unification of the Korean Peninsula: the Korean scripture ( Hangal) , Koryo celadon, Yi
dynasty white porcelain, the Tripitaka Koreana. In addition to these cultural groundwork
we can also present other many traditional cultural products in the fields of the
architectures of buddhist temples and confucian shrines, traditional musical products
and pictures.

II. 1 For the sake of the unification of the Korean Peninsula I think that 4 cultural
elements ( Korean scripture, Koryd celadon, Yi dynasty white porcelain and the
Tripitaka Koreana) have enough meaning to conserve, cultivate and develop their
traditional , subjective and creative aspects. However, it is perhaps “colore” on that we
focus our interest which makes possible the liberal arts to educate human beings as
cultural beings.

Without some cultural elements the unification of the Korean Peninsula is
impossible and meaningless, insofar as only military, political and economic unification
has an instantaneous effect.

II.1.1 When we accept that our consensus about the unification of the Korean
Peninsula focuses on some cultural elements, then we can propose the multifarious ways
to cultivate and exalt such cultural elements for the promotion of the unification of the
Korean Peninsula. The unification of the Korean Peninsula cannot do without cultural
reflection, because in order to realize its own dynamics, it needs to draw all the
consequences of the fact that it takes its own possible foundation from the cultural

elements that can unify South Korea and North Korea.

\Y

Harmonia is the utmost goal of our life. To realize Harmonia we have to seek some

means and method that could lead us to Harmonia. The unification of the Korean
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Peninsula is also a sort of Harmonia. For this Harmonia we have to reflect, study and
cultivate some cultural elements: Korean scripture ( Hangul) , Koryo celadon, the
Tripitaka Koreana and Yi dynasty white porcelain.

On these cultural elements I suggest that we can find the way to the unification of

the Korean Peninsula.
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