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| Education |

Overview

This is the first unit. In the Communicative Skills section, you will learn how to express congratulations
and wishes. Text A in Unit 1 is about homeschooling, a kind of education different from that in
conventional schools. We learn the reasons, the situations, the advantages and disadvantages of it. Text
B is about homeschooling in China, which is becoming more popular according to a recent survey. It
analyzes the reasons and the trend of the homeschooling. Both of these texts make us know more about
the new style of education.

Upon completion of Unit 1, students are required to

1. get familiar and create dialogues with the frequently used expressions to express congratulations
and wishes;

2. understand the main ideas of Text A and Text B, grasp the words, expressions, structures and
word formation used in the texts, and discuss the texts and answer the questions;

3. have a basic idea of the correct use of Basic Sentence Patterns;

4. get familiar with the format of how to write a letter.

Communicative Skills

Expressing Congratulations and Wishes
Frequently Used Expressions

I called to congratulate you on your promotion.

I'm glad that you were promoted to director.

Congratulations! You really deserved this reward!

I want to say congratulations to you, Jim, for your promotion to sales manager.
A little bird told me you got a raise. Congratulations.

Congratulations. I'm really happy for you.

I heard your presentation was very successful.

Congratulations on your complete recovery.

Have a wonderful birthday!

o B NN A e

—
S

. Happy New Year!

—
—_

. Merry Christmas!

—_
[\

. Have a nice Thanksgiving!

—_
W

. May you have the best season ever!
. Best Wishes for Mother’s Day.
. Good luck to you.

p—
TR
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Fill in the blanks with the above expressions.

Man: I heard you bought a new house.

Woman: Thank you. Why dont you come to our housewarming party?
Man:
Woman: Thank you for your kindness to look after me.

Woman:
Man: Thanks, my dear friend, Lisa.

Woman: You have been a great colleague as well as a good friend. And I am proud of you.
Woman: Hello. This is Linda.
Man: Hello, Linda? Hi, this is Harry.

When you learn reading, math, and other
subjects taught in school from your parents or tutors
who come to your house, it’s called homeschooling. A
kid may be the only one, or he or she may be taught
with brothers, sisters, or kids from the neighborhood.

Parents choose to homeschool their children for

many different reasons. Sometimes a kid is sick and

cant go to regular school. But more often, kids are
homeschooled because their parents feel they can give their child a better education than the local
school can. Parents also might choose homeschooling because they want their child’s education to
include religious instruction ( learning about God) , which isnt offered at public schools.

If you dont like school, homeschooling might seem like the perfect solution. You might wonder
if kids have to go to school. Its true that kids must be educated, but its legal to be schooled at
home. In fact, more than 1 million students do it. These kids can learn just as they do in regular
school, but their parents are in charge of their education.

Homeschool parents must make sure that their kids get the instruction and the experiences they
need. The parents also may have to file paperwork with the state to explain who’s teaching the kid
and which subjects are being covered.

Kids who are homeschooled may benefit from the one-en-one attention. For instance, if you
dont understand something in math, the whole class wont be moving on without you. You might be
the whole class! It’s also possible that you might learn more than you would in a regular classroom,
because if you really excel at something, you can learn more at your own pace. Kids who are
homeschooled also may get out in their communities more than other kids. They might get to
experience hands-on education at museums, libraries, businesses, marinas, and other community

resources.

@
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Unit 1 Education

People disagree about how much formal education a person needs to be a good teacher. Not all
parents and homeschool tutors have gone to school to learn to teach, or to learn the subject they are
teaching. If a parent is well educated, he or she may understand some subjects really well but others
not as well. For instance, a kid’s mom may be great at chemisiry but not as good at English.

To be fair, not all schoolteachers are experts in their fields either. And tutors may be used for
subjects the parent isn't skilled in. If a homeschool parent or tutor doesn't know something or can‘t
fully explain it, the instructor and student can always research the issue together. A local library,
university, community college, or the Internet may have the answers.

A kid who’s homeschooled doesnt have the convenience of school facilities, such as a
gymnasium, science lab, or art studio. The child may be taught at the kitchen table or at a
“school” area in the home. He or she might do science experiments in the kitchen or go outside to
work on an art project. Some parents who homeschool their kids form groups so their kids can go
together to take art classes and take part in other group learning activities, like field trips.

Effects on social life can be another possible disadvantage for homeschooled kids. All kids need
to have friends and be around other children. Some homeschoolers may feel cut off from kids their
age or feel like they spend too much time with their families. Parents who homeschool their kids
often make efforts to ensure their son or daughter has a social life. For instance, groups of
homeschooled children may get together regularly to learn together or just socialize. And like any
child, they may be on sports teams, in dance classes, or take part in other activities outside of
school.

No matter where a child goes to school, the key to learning is listening to the teacher and
asking for help when you need it. A homeschooled child might feel more comfortable with his or her
teacher ( a parent) , but the child still needs to pay attention and cooperate. Just like in a traditional
school, teachers ( parents) and students need to work together to achieve goals in the classroom.

Homeschooled kids can take advantage of the control they have over their education. If
something really interests them, they can ask to pursue it further—maybe by going on a field trip or
talking to experts. This can be done in traditional school, too, but field trips are often scheduled
well in advance and such personal attention isnt always possible.

You may have heard about kids who were homeschooled and then went on to attend a top
college. It does happen, but just like with regular school, this kind of achievement takes a lot of
planning and hard work.

Colleges do recognize homeschooling as a legitimate education. But it’s important to remember
that colleges often require certain subjects, and sometimes tests like the SATs. Kids and parents
need to plan to be sure that the homeschooling experience is preparing the child to attend college or
pursue the career he or she has in mind.

( 856 words)
hitp: //kidshealth. org/kid/feeling/school /homeschool. html#
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New Words

homeschooling / haum'skuzlly/
religious /rI'lldzos/

tutor /'tjuita/

legal /'lizgal/

marina /ma'rimna/

disagree / dlso'griz/
chemistry /'kemlstrl/

facility /fo'sllil/

gymnasium /dzlm'nelzlom/
studio /'stjurdlou, 'stuz-/
disadvantage /dlsad'vaintldz/
ensure /In'[ua/

socialize /'saufolalz/
pursue /pa'sjur/
schedule /'fadjuzal, 'skedzuzal/

legitimate /11'd3ltImat/

career /ka'rlo/

Phrases and Expressions

be in charge of
make sure

file. . . with
excel at/in
participation

to be fair

be skilled in
be great at

cut off

field trip

in advance

attend college

no,v. HESZY, £XHE

adj. concerned with sacred matters or religion 52 ([

n. a person who gives private instruction FJifi, ZKZZ I
adj. having legal efficacy or force &5

n. a fancy dock for small yachts and cabin cruisers 75k
v. be of different opinions AN—3%{

n. the science of matter; the branch of the natural
sciences dealing with the composition of substances and
their properties and reactions {,%%

n. place that provides a particular service or is used for a
particular industry B, 4%

n. athletic facility equipped for physical training fd £ 5
n. workplace for the practice of an art T {f%

n. the quality of having less favorable position i 1

v. make certain of Ffifx

v. take part in social activities; interact with others &5
FEAT
v. carry out or participate in an activity; be involved in 4%
a

v. plan for an activity or event 2

adj. recognized as lawful &%)

n. the general progression of your working or professional

life F\l

RES

R, HKT
2

AR ST
Fifid

=T, K
DI, Vs
oL B
o, $EAr
EX%#




Unit 1 Education

Proper Names
SATs ( Scholastic Aptitude Tests)  ( E[E) 2 Ge 1M, B “EEFEH .
Notes

1. When you learn reading, math, and other subjects taught in school from your parents or tutors
who come to your house, it’s called homeschooling. 4% T~ IR 35 A RFEE FBE BN 4E K 2 )
B B0 DA A A BT T AR R I, X & R HE -
who come to your house #& & & MA), BRI K] tutors .

2. Parents also might choose homeschooling because they want their childs education to include
religious instruction ( learning about God) , which isnt offered at public schools. A2 RESEARLET%
T FRH(ORT N L) A EREFRIEARL, PR SRR A SR At % BOX 77 T 1)
3.
which isnt offered at public schools &3l e Pk g i M AY, #E— D4 m it b — g iE 4 i
religious instruction.

3. It’s true that kids must be educated, but it’s legal to be schooled at home. In fact, more than 1
million students do it. ZTWAERHE, XEWHEREN, HETEX LEZHFBES
P HsE b, EHAE T IERRX AWM
do it FHHIEHITH — )1 H 1Y to be schooled at home

4. The parents also may have to file paperwork with the state to explain who's teaching the kid and
which subjects are being covered. A2 FFt [R]RE AR S PBEAZBUF EIC A E, 1 IR AT
PASTT B ER R o
who’s teaching the kid and which subjects are being covered f2 explain [ 7 iE M)

5. It’s also possible that you might learn more than you would in a regular classroom, because if you
really excel at something, you can learn more at your own pace. RS A] 8 LLZE IE R = B
FEIEZ AR, BV RAR R FER TG R IR R M, AR W] LIRS A C RSk kAT 3 £
2>
) might A1 would 7= HEM, TIAZI Ao ARJHTFARHEN , 15 A2 F L. excel
at SE [ E WA, Fon PR

6. Not all parents and homeschool tutors have gone to school to learn to teach or to learn the subject
they are teaching. JFARBTAIS BRI HEN A T % A8 FHRH 4 H B I HITH
i £ 2R i

7. No matter where a child goes to school, the key to learning is listening to the teacher and asking
for help when you need it. JGIRAEFEMRHE A 2], RBE EAFAIWT IR, 0 BEIN R -SRI )
B
no matter fE “Joi” . ANEME, HLLGIRAEARE A, WHIFE T A A B A B
No matter what ( who/when/where. . .) 73 %] 3 7/~ “To e il 35 ( T84T N /TS A8 I /4T ) ™
Lo EMMNAIATLLVE T EAJZHT, WaTblE T EAZ 5. a1 I discuss it with you no
matter when you like. JCIARAT 4 WG = 2%, FASIER RIS X5 .
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Exercises

Reading Aloud

1. Read the following paragraphs and try to learn them by heart.

No matter where a child goes to school, the key to learning is listening to the teacher and
asking for help when you need it. A homeschooled child might feel more comfortable with his or her
teacher ( a parent) , but the child still needs to pay attention and cooperate. Just like in a traditional
school, teachers ( parents) and students need to work together to achieve goals in the classroom.

Homeschooled kids can take advantage of the control they have over their education. If
something really interests them, they can ask to pursue it further—maybe by going on a field trip or
talking to experts. This can be done in traditional school, too, but field trips are often scheduled

well in advance and such personal attention isnt always possible.

Comprehension of the Text

2. Decide whether the following statements are true or false.
1) Public schools dont offer religious instruction.
2) If you dont like school, you can choose homeschooling.
3) You can absolutely earn more than you do in a regular classroom.
4) People have different views about how much formal education a person needs to be a good
teacher.
5) A homeschooled kid can go outside to work on an art project.
3. Give a brief answer to each of the following questions.
1) Is it legal for kids to be schooled at home?
2) Who are in charge of childrens education when they are homeschooled?
3) What may kids benefit from when they are homeschooled?
4) Where does a homeschooled kid do science experiments probably?

5) What is the key to learning?

Language Practice

4. Spell out the words with the help of their initials and the given definitions.

1) t a person who gives private instruction




