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Preface

Mr. Jiang Zaipu is a Master of paper-cutting, who | respect
very much.

Mr. Jiang is very famous in China's Industrial Arts circles. In
1991, when | took part in the second National Folk Handcraft Expo in
Shanghai with Wuhan delegation, | met Shanghai paper-cutting master
Mr. Wang Zigan. He told me that he knew Mr. Jiang Zaipu of Wuhan
was good at carving when he heard that | was from Wuhan. In 2000,
when | met Mr. Ma Lianxi, who is also a famous handcraft master of
China, at Nanjing Folk Art Museum, he mentioned Mr. Jiang as well and
said that they had written to each other before. Mr. Jiang and those
friends all won the title of China handcraft masters of Light Industry
Ministry in 1988.

Mr. Jiang Zaipu was born in a handcraft family in Huangpi
County (Huangpi District of Wuhan City). His grandfather and father
were both handcraft artists. In one year during 1870-1908, the
grandfather moved the whole family to Hankou and ran a shop of
wood engraving and design carving as well. Jiang Fangkang, Jiang
Zaipu's father, had extremely high skill and his works were sold very
well despite relevantly high price. Jiang Zaipu, then was very young,
sold works with his father in the nearby counties and started to make
his own work to earn money for the family when he was 18. Under the
instruction of his grandfather and father, he improved his skill very

fast and was elected to be the chairman of Hankou Paper- cutting

Union.
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After the establishment of People's Republic of China in 1949, Jiang
Zaipu started to teach students and was one of the first founders of Wuhan
paper-cutting group. He worked in many cultural societies and took part in
the National Industrial Artists Conference, earning very high reputation. His
works were always selected into the exhibition shown abroad.

Jiang Meihua, Jiang Zaipu's daughter, who started to learn from her
father since 1976, is the fourth generation of the art family. She provided
his father's excellent works of 50 years for Wuhan Center of Safeguarding
the Intangible Cultural Heritage to publish a book. Those works are divided
into 4 parts— Dragon & Phoenix, Flowers, Scene of Prosperity and LL.ong-
life and good harvest, showing the magnificent skill of paper—cutting. We
can find the vivid, ingenious and beautiful characteristic of Wuhan Paper-
cutting art in this book.

Many Wuhan's Paper—cutting lovers can find ideas from this book
and learn a lot from it. When we show our handcraft works to the world
and earn applauds, we thank Mr. Jiang Zaipu for providing us such an
artistic treasure and we will keep trying to make this art more and more
prosperous.

| wrote these words as the preface with my respect to Master Jiang

Zaipu.

He Hongyi
South-Central University For Nationalities
Written beside the South Lake on May 26th, 2012
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