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Introduction

Scotland (Alba in Scottish Gaelic) is a country in
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northwest Europe and a constituent® nation of the United
Kingdom. It occupies the northern third of the island of
Great Britain and shares a land border to the south with
England and is bounded® by the North Sea on the east
and the Atlantic Ocean on the west.

Previously an independent kingdom., Scotland en-
tered into a personal union with England in 1603, when
King James VI of Scotland became James | of England af-
ter the death of Elizabeth |. This union was made formal
on May 1, 1707 by the Act of Union. The Scottish Parlia-
ment was abolished® on March 26, 1707. The union
merged both kingdoms, creating the Kingdom of Great
Britain, with a new single Parliament sitting in Westmin-
ster, London, but most aspects of Scotland’s institutions.

notably the country’s legal system, remained separate. In

- 1801, Scotland became one of four constituent nations of

the United Kingdom, along with England, Ireland (latter-

ly Northern Ireland) and Wales.

@ constituent n. ZFE N, EE adj. HIEAHAN; A 5L H
2 [ IR

© bound n. BRE B FE R BRI adi. 1 8RR A0L T £ - 2
W Bk SRR BT Y v, BRER BRI

© abolish vt 1k, PEBR GEA HIEE 1B
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In 1999, the people of Scotland voted to create a

L

new parliament®, established by the UK government un-
der the Scotland Act 1998. The new devolved Scottish
Parliament has been given powers to govern the country
on Scotland—specific matters and has limited power o-

ver taxes.

Scotland’s territorial@ extent is generally that estab-
lished by the 1237 Treaty of York between Scotland and

@ parliament n. {4, &
@ territorial adj. 40 + 1Y
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England and the 1266 Treaty of Perth between Scotland
and Norway. Exceptions include the Isle of Man, which is
now a crown dependency® outside the United Kingdom,
Orkney and Shetland, which are Scottish rather than Nor-
wegian, and Berwick-upon-Tweed, which was defined as
subject to the laws of England by the 1746 Wales and
Berwick Act.

The patron saint of Scotland is Saint Andrew, and
Saint Andrew’s Day is celebrated in the country on No-

vember 30.
Visit the Country

If you are looking for a good holiday destination®

choice or will be conducting business here, then you

© won’t be disappointed in the facilities available®. There

are lots of wonderful things to see and do, from sightsee-
ing to sport and entertainment activities and exciting fes-

tivals not to be missed. Ideas and suggestions for

@O dependency n. #K%E, 7, WE. NEW . BE, Eib

@ destination n. HEHe, (3] HE XM, BB RITH

® available adj. FT AR, ATR A, AHG, B0, B
ZHUIN
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children’s entertainment, transport information

eral travel tips and maps to the area are also included on
these pages. We have information on shopping and
dining and give you our selection® of the top 10 things to
do while visiting. Climate/weather details are also men-
tioned so you’ll know the best time to enjoy this exciting

area.

Scotland is one of four constituent nations which form
the United Kingdom (the other three are England, Wales

and Northern Ireland). It forms the northern part of the

@ selection n. ¥E#E, Phik, WL, Kk
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island of Great Britain.

Divided into three main regions; the Highlands, the
Midland Valley (Central Belt) and the Southern Uplands
there are many different areas to explore. The cities of
Edinburgh, Glasgow and Dundee together with numerous
towns and the majority of Scotland’s industry is located
within the Midland Valley. This broad is geologically dis-
tinct® from the surrounding regions, and is interesting, in
its own right.

Here the Rivers Clyde, Forth and Tay open into sig-
nificant estuaries and support the major cities mentioned
above. These provide access for industry and travel and
for the population in these regions, provide the basis of
their lives.

From majestic® glens® and tranquil lochs to exciting

. concerts and pulsing city nightlife, Scotland offers an un-

rivalled range of things to see and do. For the more en-
ergetic® there are exceptional leisure facilities, including

the some of the world’s greatest golf courses, stunning

distinct adj. WM, PIRA, BARERY, MER
majestic adj. ZAHY, ™Y

glen n. W4, HAA

energetic adj. K5 3 78l #Y . BB AY
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