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The current Teachers Law of the People’s Republic of China came into effect

on 1 January 1994. The extensive changes that have taken place in the PRC since

then have, if anything, only deepenedthe demands made on the country’s school

teachers, who are ever more pivotal to ensuring an appropriate balance between

change and continuity in society.

The research at the centre of this book adopted an internationally informed

perspective to examine the experiences of newly qualified teachers in Yinchuan city

as they progressed through their professional induction in their first year of teaching.

One of the aims of the research was to complement other emerging studies of teacher

induction that have tended to focus on Beijing and Shanghai.

By providing newly qualified teachers in Yinchuan city with an opportunity to

give their own accounts of their experiences, hopes and aspirations, Han Xu not only

documents the impacts that the first year of teaching has on the young teachers and

how these affect their perspectives but also how mentors, school principals and local

education officials see and respond to the resultant changes.

Thus, individual narrative accounts of the experience of the first year of

classroom teaching interact with both insights into education officials interpretation of

policy and with the expressedconcerns that school principals and mentors have with

the demands of the curriculum and subject knowledge requirements.

This book will therefore be of considerable interest to a wide range of readers

including not only student teachers themselves but also school principals, mentors,
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local and regional education officials and policy makers at the national level.

I am delighted to see Han Xu’s work published and very pleased indeed to

have been associated with the research on which it is based.

Professor Brian Martin

Former Director of Quality

The Moray House School of Education

The University of Edinburgh

Scotland
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