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Joseph Rudyard Kipling

Joseph Rudyard Kipling (30 December 1865-18
January 1936) was an English short-story writer, poet,
and novelist. He wrote tales and poems of British
soldiers in India and stories for children. He was born
in Bombay, in the Bombay Presidency of British India,
and was taken by his family to England when he was
five years old.

Kipling’s works of fiction include The Jungle
Book(1894), Kim (1901), and many short stories,
including The Man Who Would Be King (1888). His
poems include Mandalay (1890), Gunga Din (1890),
The Gods of the Copybook Headings (1919), The White
Man's Burden (1899), and If— (1910).

Kipling was one of the most popular writers in
England, in both prose and verse, in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries.Henry James said: “Kipling strikes
me personally as the most complete man of genius (as
distinct from fine intelligence) that I have ever known.”
In 1907, he was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature,
making him the first English-language writer to receive
the prize, and its youngest recipient to date. Among
other honours, he was sounded out for the British Poet
Laureateship and on several occasions for a knighthood,
all of which he declined.
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General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare’s plays, Shelley’s poems,
mark Twain’s novels and Nietzsche’s works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocational, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people’s mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
is Iliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture is the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country’s culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People’s Publishing House is to be
congratulated for its foresight and courage in making
a new series of world literary classics available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

I am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in china. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing “spiritual civilization”, it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing
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The Bedside Classics
of
World Literature, Philosephy and Psychology

Designed to make all English classic works available to all
readers, The Bedside Classics bring you the world’s greatest
literature, philosophy, psychology books that have stood the test
of time — at specially low prices. These beautifully designed books
will be proud addictions to your bookshelf,. You’ll want all these
time-tested classics for your own reading pleasure. The titles of the
fourth set of The Bedside Classics are:

Best Essays of Ralph Waldo Emerson

by R. W. Emerson ¥15.50
Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin

by Benjamin Franklin ¥13.50
A Discourse on Method by Rene Descartes ¥9.50
Phaedo by Plato ¥36.00
The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne ¥16.50
Kim by Rudyard Kipling ¥ 18.00
The Story of Mankind by Hendrik van Loon ¥30.00
The Time Machine by H. G. Wells ¥13.00
The Essays on the Wisdom of Life

by Arthur Schopenhauer ¥12.00
Pascal’s Pensées by Blaise Pascal ¥23.00
The Pilgrims Progress by John Bunyan ¥14.00
Totem and Taboo by Sigmund Freud ¥11.00
The Story of My Life by Helen Keller ¥22.00
Jean-Christophe by Romain Rolland (Volume T) ¥33.00
War and Peace (I + II) by Leo Tolstoy ¥ 68.00

For the online order, please use the 2-dimentional bar code on the back
cover. If you have any suggestions, please go to the publisher’s weibo: http:/
weibo.com/Irs 2009. Or visit the publisher’s web-side. Or call 024-23284321.



CHAPTER 1/ 1
CHAPTER 2 / 30
CHAPTER 3 / 48
CHAPTER 4 / 67
CHAPTER 5/ 89
CHAPTER 6 / 111
CHAPTER 7/ 131
CHAPTER 8/ 149
CHAPTER 9 / 169
CHAPTER 10/ 193
CHAPTER 11 /213
CHAPTER 12 /237
CHAPTER 13 /264
CHAPTER 14 /288
CHAPTER 15 /307

CONTENTS

CONTENTS



(35)
MM

CHAPTER 1

’ h ye who tread the Narrow Way

By Tophet-flare to Judgment Day,
Be gentle when the heathen pray
To Buddha at Kamakura!'

HE sat, in defiance of municipal orders, astride the
gun Zam-Zammah on her brick platform opposite the
old Ajaib-Gher—the Wonder House, as the natives call
the Lahore Museum. Who hold Zam-Zammah, that
'fire-breathing dragon,' hold the Punjab, for the great
green-bronze piece is always first of the conqueror's
loot.

There was some justification for Kim,—he had
kicked Lala Dinanath's boy off the trunnions,—since
the English held the Punjab and Kim was English.
Though he was burned black as any native; though he
spoke the vernacular by preference, and his mother-
tongue in a clipped uncertain sing-song; though he
consorted on terms of perfect equality with the small
boys of the bazar; Kim was white—a poor white of
the very poorest. The half-caste woman who looked
after him (she smoked opium, and pretended to keep
a second-hand furniture shop by the square where
the cheap cabs wait) told the missionaries that she
was Kim's mother's sister; but his mother had been
nursemaid in a colonel's family and had married
Kimball O'Hara, a young colour-sergeant of the
Mavericks, an Irish regiment. He afterwards took a
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post on the Sind, Punjab, and Delhi railway, and his
regiment went home without him. The wife died of
cholera in Ferozepore, and O'Hara fell to drink and
loafing up and down the line with the keen-eyed three-
year-old baby. Societies and chaplains, anxious for
the child, tried to catch him, but O'Hara drifted away,
till he came across the woman who took opium and
learned the taste from her, and died as poor whites die
in India. His estate at death consisted of three papers—
one he called his 'ne varietur' because those words
were written below his signature thereon, and another
his 'clearance-certificate.' The third was Kim's birth-
certificate. Those things, he was used to say, in his
glorious opium-hours, would yet make little Kimball
a man. On no account was Kim to part with them, for
they belonged to a great piece of magic—such magic
as men practised over yonder behind the Museum, in
the big blue and white Jadoo-Gher—the Magic House,
as we name the Masonic Lodge. It would, he said, all
come right some day, and Kim's horn would be exalted
between pillars—monstrous pillars—of beauty and
strength. The Colonel himself, riding on a horse, at the
head of the finest regiment in the world, would, attend
to Kim,—little Kim that should have been better off
than his father. Nine hundred first-class devils, whose
god was a Red Bull on a green field, would attend to
Kim, if they had not forgotten O'Hara—poor O'Hara
that was gang-foreman on the Ferozepore line. Then
he would weep bitterly in the broken rush chair on
the veranda. So it came about after his death that the
woman sewed parchment, paper, and birth-certificate
into a leather amulet-case which she strung round
Kim's neck.

'And some day,' she said, confusedly remembering
O'Hara's prophecies, 'there will come for you a great
Red Bull on a green field, and the Colonel riding on
his tall horse, yes, and'—dropping into English—nine
hundred devils.'



CHAPTER 1 3

'Ah,' said Kim, 'I shall remember. A Red Bull and a
Colonel on a horse will come, but first, my father said,
will come the two men making ready the ground for
these matters. That is how, my father said, they always
did; and it is always so when men work magic.'

If the woman had sent Kim up to the local Jadoo-
Gher with those papers, he would, of course, have
been taken over by the Provincial Lodge and sent to
the Masonic Orphanage in the Hills; but what she had
heard of magic she distrusted. Kim, too, held views
of his own. As he reached the years of indiscretion, he
learned to avoid missionaries and white men of serious
aspect who asked who he was, and what he did. For
Kim did nothing with an immense success. True,
he knew the wonderful walled city of Lahore from
the Delhi Gate to the outer Fort Ditch; was hand in
glove with men who led lives stranger than anything
Haroun al Raschid dreamed of; and he lived in a life
wild as that of the Arabian Nights, but missionaries
and secretaries of charitable societies could not see
the beauty of it. His nickname through the wards was
'Little Friend of all the World'; and very often, being
lithe and inconspicuous, he executed commissions by
night on the crowded housetops for sleek and shiny
young men of fashion. It was intrigue, of course,—he
knew that much, as he had known all evil since he
could speak,—but what he loved was the game for its
own sake—the stealthy prowl through the dark gullies
and lanes, the crawl up a water-pipe, the sights and
sounds of the women's world on the flat roofs, and
the headlong flight from housetop to housetop under
cover of the hot dark. Then there were holy men, ash-
smeared faquirs by their brick shrines under the trees
at the riverside, with whom he was quite familiar—
greeting them as they returned from begging-tours,
and, when no one was by, eating from the same dish.
The woman who looked after him insisted with tears
that he should wear European clothes—trousers, a



