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THE FIRST PART OF KING HENRY THE FOURTH
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KING HENRY THE FOURTH
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SIR JOHN FALSTAFF
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MISTRESS QUICKLY, Hostess of the Boar’s Head Tavern in
Eastcheap
Lords, Officers, Sheriff, Vintner, chamberlain, Drawers, two

carriers, Travellers, and Attendants
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King Flernrv the fourth

ACT [

Scene | London. The Palace

[ Enter KING HENRY , WESTMORELAND , and Others. ]
KING HENRY So shaken as we are, so wan with care, find we a time for
frighted peace to pant and breathe short-winded accents of new broils to be
commenc’d in stronds afar remote. No more the thirsty entrance of this
soil shall daub her lips with her own children’s blood. No more shall trenc-

hing war channel her fields, nor Bruise her flow’rets with the armed hoofs

of hostile paces. Those opposed eyes which, like the meteors of a troubled
heaven, all of one nature, of one substance bred, did lately meet in the in-
testine shock and furious close of civil butchery, shall now in mutual well-
beseeming ranks march all one way and be no more oppos’d against ac-
quaintance, kindred, and allies. The edge of war, like an ill-sheathed
knife, no more shall cut his master. Therefore, friends, as far as to the
sepulchre of Christ-whose soldier now, under whose blessed cross we are
impressed and engag’d to fight-forthwith a power of English shall we lev-
y, whose arms were moulded in their mother’s womb to chase these pagans
in those holy fields over whose acres walk’d those blessed feet which four-
teen hundred years ago were nail’d for our advantage on the bitter cross.
But this our purpose now is twelvemonth old, and bootless ’tis to tell you
we will go. Therefore we meet not now. Then let me hear of you, my gen-
tle cousin Westmoreland, what yesternight our council did decree in for-

warding this dear expedience.
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