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Daniel Defoe

Daniel Defoe (1660 - 24 April 1731) born Daniel
Foe, was an English trader, writer, journalist,
pamphleteer and spy, now most famous for his novel
The Life and Adventures of Robinson Crusoe.

Defoe is notable for being one of the earliest
proponents of the novel, as he helped to popularise the
form in Britain, and, along with others such as Samuel
Richardson, is among the founders of the English
novel. A prolific and versatile writer, he wrote more
than 500 books, pamphlets and journals on various
topics (including politics, crime, religion, marriage,
psychology and the supernatural).
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General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare’s plays, Shelley’s poems,
mark Twain’s novels and Nietzsche’s works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocational, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people’s mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
is Iliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture is the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country’s culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People’s Publishing House is to be
congratulated for its foresight and courage in making
a new series of world literary classics available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

I am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in china. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing “spiritual civilization”, it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing
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CHAPTER 1 1

CHAPTER 1

START IN LIFE

I was born in the year 1632, in the city of York, of
a good family, though not of that country, my father
being a foreigner of Bremen, who settled first at Hull.
He got a good estate by merchandise, and leaving off
his trade, lived afterwards at York, from whence he
had married my mother, whose relations were named
Robinson, a very good family in that country, and
from whom I was called Robinson Kreutznaer; but, by
the usual corruption of words in England, we are now
called—nay we call ourselves and write our name—
Crusoe; and so my companions always called me.

I had two elder brothers, one of whom was
lieutenant-colonel to an English regiment of foot in
Flanders, formerly commanded by the famous Colonel
Lockhart, and was killed at the battle near Dunkirk
against the Spaniards. What became of my second
brother I never knew, any more than my father or
mother knew what became of me.

Being the third son of the family and not bred
to any trade, my head began to be filled very early
with rambling thoughts. My father, who was very
ancient, had given me a competent share of learning,
as far as house-education and a country free school
generally go, and designed me for the law; but I would
be satisfied with nothing but going to sea; and my
inclination to this led me so strongly against the will,
nay, the commands of my father, and against all the
entreaties and persuasions of my mother and other
friends, that there seemed to be something fatal in that
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propensity of nature, tending directly to the life of
misery which was to befall me.

My father, a wise and grave man, gave me serious
and excellent counsel against what he foresaw was my
design. He called me one morning into his chamber,
where he was confined by the gout, and expostulated
very warmly with me upon this subject. He asked me
what reasons, more than a mere wandering inclination,
I had for leaving father's house and my native country,
where I might be well introduced, and had a prospect
of raising my fortune by application and industry,
with a life of ease and pleasure. He told me it was
men of desperate fortunes on one hand, or of aspiring,
superior fortunes on the other, who went abroad upon
adventures, to rise by enterprise, and make themselves
famous in undertakings of a nature out of the common
road; that these things were all either too far above me
or too far below me; that mine was the middle state,
or what might be called the upper station of low life,
which he had found, by long experience, was the best
state in the world, the most suited to human happiness,
not exposed to the miseries and hardships, the labour
and sufferings of the mechanic part of mankind, and
not embarrassed with the pride, luxury, ambition,
and envy of the upper part of mankind. He told me I
might judge of the happiness of this state by this one
thing—viz. that this was the state of life which all other
people envied; that kings have frequently lamented the
miserable consequence of being born to great things,
and wished they had been placed in the middle of the
two extremes, between the mean and the great; that the
wise man gave his testimony to this, as the standard
of felicity, when he prayed to have neither poverty nor
riches.

He bade me observe it, and I should always find
that the calamities of life were shared among the
upper and lower part of mankind, but that the middle
station had the fewest disasters, and was not exposed



