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UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG

INSTITUTE OF ORIENTAL STUDIES
FOREWORD
Ao

This new book by Mr, Jen Yu-wen (Kan
Yau Man) well-known historian of the Taiping
Tienkuo, is a compenion volimne of his previcus
vast publication of ower 2,200 pages in three
volumes, 'Studies on the Institutions of Tai-
ping Tienkuo' published by the author in Hong
Kong in 1958 and like it, it is in three
volumes, but on a still vaster secsle, reaching
to same 2,400 pages with eighty-six maps and
illustrations.

These two great works together represent
the results of some farty years of study and
research, during which time Mr, Jen travelled
extensively through Taiping Tienkuo country,
collecting on the spot unpublished source
material and relics of the Taiping regime
preserved among the local people which throw
new light upon the character of the movement,
The method however is different in each book,

While the previous work, as its name implies,

consists of a series of studies of different

aspects of life under the Thipings, so present-
ing a ¢ross-sgsection as it were of Taipin

Tienkuo in-stitutions, such as the official
system, rites, seals, palaces, appointments, the
calendar, examinations, rural administration,
land administration, mumismatics, the economic
system, foreign affairs, women's status, military
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discipline, and religion ; the new book on the
other hand offers a systematic presertution of
the historical events of the entire movement,
beginning from the birth .of Hung Hsiu-ch'iian,
the origirater and fourder of the Taiping Tien~
Xuo, to the final collapse of the Taiping army,
Events are narrated mainly in historical order,
but some particular cempaigns are treated in
separate independent chapters in spite of some
overlapping in time, so that the reader may
follow each important event fram the beginning
to the end, Thus taking the twenty-nins chapters
together, we have a 'Cemolete History of the
Taiping Tierkuo'.

The source materials used in the book
are chiefly geathered from four mein sources:
(1) authentic relics, documents, and publica-
tions of the Taiping: (2) documents and books
by Chiness writers inclu@ing recent discoveries
fran Mainland China; (3) books and articles by
foreign writers including works published some
tundred years ago; and g&.) findings from the
author's own field-trips to. fhe home village of
Hung and thirteen districts of Kwangsi province
in which the Taiping army arose or which it
traversed.

The checking of places, dates, circumstances,
and persons connected with each event, = difficult
and painstaking task, has been most cerefully
done; as a result of which the authwr haa arrived
2t many new conclusions, even new discoveries,
differing considerably from {raditionsl beliefs.
(Some of these, repcrted already in his earlier
writings, have been accepted as authdritative
by contemporary historians, Chinese and fareign),
These critieal studies have been appended




o

immediately after the paragraphsg concerned in
the form of fooinotes, often including lengthy
quotations and discussions, for the bensfit of
scholars,

It is hoped that the pubXYication of this
scholarly work will throw much new light on
hitherte obscurs parts of the Taiping movement.
The reader will be interested to know that a
converient digest of these two works may -os found
in the Biography of Fung Hsiu-ch'iian, which the
author was canmmissioned to write for the Ch'ing
History published by the authorities in Taiwan,

It remeins to add that Wr. Jen, who iz ai
present an Honorary Fellow of the Tnstitute of
Oriental Studies at the Uriversity of Hong Kong
enjoyed a Research Fellowship financed by the
Harvexrd-Yenching Institute from 1954 to June 1959
tenable at the Institute of Oriental Studies,
University of Hong Kong, during which time he
revised ard in part rewrote the wark here pre-
sented, We record our gratitude to the Harvard
Yenching Ingtitute for this sssistance, and our
pleasure thst Mr. Jen was connected with the
Institute of Oriental Studies of this University
during the fins) part of his labours,

LS Bvoten

¥.S. Drake
‘ Director
Institute of Oriental Studies

Jamary 2, 1962,
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