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Jack London

Jack London (January 12, 1876 — November 22,
1916) was an American author, journalist, and social
activist. He was a pioneer in the then-burgeoning
world of commercial magazine fiction and was one of
the first fiction writers to obtain worldwide celebrity
and a large fortune from his fiction alone. He is best
remembered as the author of The Call of the Wild
and White Fang, both set in the Klondike Gold Rush,
as well as the short stories “To Build a Fire”, “An
Odyssey of the North”, and “Love of Life”. He also
wrote of the South Pacific in such stories as “The
Pearls of Parlay” and “The Heathen”, and of the San
Francisco Bay area in The Sea Wolf.

London was a passionate advocate of unionization,
socialism, and the rights of workers and wrote several
powerful works dealing with these topics such as his
dystopian novel The Iron Heel, his non-fiction exposé
The People of the Abyss, and The War of the Classes.
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General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare’s plays, Shelley’s poems,
mark Twain’s novels and Nietzsche’s works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocational, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people’s mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
is Iliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture is the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country’s culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People’s Publishing House is to be
congratulated for its foresight and courage in making
a new series of world literary classics available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

I am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in china. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing “spiritual civilization”, it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing
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QAIC
The Bedside Classics
of
Wearkd Literature, Philosophy and Psychalogy

Designed to make all English classic works available to all
readers, The Bedside Classics bring you the world’s greatest
literature, philosophy, psychology—books that have stood the test
of time—at specially low prices. These beautifully designed books
will be proud addictions to your bookshelf. You’ll want all these
time-tested classics for your own reading pleasure. The first set of
the first 15 Bedside Classics includes:

Wake-robin by John Burroughs ¥10.00
1984 by George Orwell ¥ 18.00
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald ¥10.00
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain ¥18.00
Sister Carrie by Theodore Dreiser ¥26.00
Emma by Jane Austen ¥26.00
Tess of the d’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy ¥24.00
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes

by Arthur Conan Doyle ¥18.00
The Call of the Wild + White Fang

by Jack London ¥18.00
Sons and Lovers by D. H. Lawrence ¥26.00
Of Human Bondage by William Somerset Maugham ¥35.00
The Divine Comedy - Inferno by Dante Alighieri ¥12.00
Dream Psychology + A Young Girl’s Diary

by Sigmund Freud ¥22.00
Thus Spake Zarathustra + Beyond Good and Evil

by Friedrich Nietzsche ¥26.00
Ulysses(I and II)+(I1l) by James Joyce ¥36.00

For the online order, please use the 2-dimentional bar code on the back
cover, or visit the publisher’s web-side. Or if you have any suggestions, please
go to the publisher’s weibo: http://weibo.com/Irs 2009, or call 024-23284321.
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CHAPTER 1

Into the Primitive

“Old longings nomadic leap, Chafing at custom’s
chain; Again from its brumal sleep Wakens the ferine
strain.”

Buck did not read the newspapers, or he would
have known that trouble was brewing, not alone for
himself, but for every tide-water dog, strong of muscle
and with warm, long hair, from Puget Sound to San
Diego. Because men, groping in the Arctic darkness,
had found a yellow metal, and because steamship
and transportation companies were booming the find,
thousands of men were rushing into the Northland.
These men wanted dogs, and the dogs they wanted
were heavy dogs, with strong muscles by which to
toil, and furry coats to protect them from the frost.

Buck lived at a big house in the sun-kissed Santa
Clara Valley. Judge Miller’s place, it was called. It
stood back from the road, half hidden among the trees,
through which glimpses could be caught of the wide
cool veranda that ran around its four sides. The house
was approached by gravelled driveways which wound
about through wide-spreading lawns and under the
interlacing boughs of tall poplars. At the rear things
were on even a more spacious scale than at the front.
There were great stables, where a dozen grooms and
boys held forth, rows of vine-clad servants’ cottages,
an endless and orderly array of outhouses, long grape
arbors, green pastures, orchards, and berry patches.
Then there was the pumping plant for the artesian



